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THE INTERLUDE OF YOUTH. 


YOL II 


A 



EDITIONS 

Si-e HasUtt’s ‘ Dandbool," l&&7,p 464, and Bmarks 



MR HALLIWELL’S PREFACE^ TO THE 
FORMER EDITION 


The “ Interlude of Youtlt” is probably the most in- 
teresting early-printed moral play that has descended 
to our times, and it may therefore be considered some- 
'what singular that it has hitherto escaped the notice of 
the publication societies Its great raiity mav, how ever, 
account foi this circumstance, only two or three copies 
of any edition being kiiowui to exist Waley’s edition 
appeared probably about the year 1554, and has a w ood- 
cut on the title-page of two figures, representing Chanty 
and Youth, two of the characters in the interlude 
Another edition was printed by Copland, and has also 
a woodcut on the title-page, representing Youth be- 
tween Chanty, and another figure which has no name 

iThe ^Tnterlude of Youth From the rare black letter 
edition, printed by TValey about the jear 1554 Edited by 
James Orchard Halln\ell, Esq Bnxton EiU, 

1849, 4to 75 copies privately printed 
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MR HALLIWELL’S PREFACE 


over its head The colophon is Imprented at London, 
in Lothbnry, over against Sainct Maigarytes church, by 
me, Wyllyam Copland” See Collier’s “History of 
Dramatic Poetry,’^ vol ii , p 31 3 The ^ Interlude of 
Youth,’ ” observes Mr Collier, “is decidedly a Homan 
Catholic production, and I have therefore little doubt 
that it made its appearance during the reign of Mary 
and he adds, p 315, “ on the whole, this piece is one ot 
the most amusing and most humorous of the class to 
which it belongs ” A fragment of a black-letter copy 
of the interlude is preserved at Lambeth Palace,^ and 
is described by Mr Maitland in his “List of Eaily 
Printed Books,” p 311 


Apparently of an otherwise undescribed edition See 
Hazhtt’s “ Handbook,” p 464 ] 


INTERLUDE OF YOUTH. 


CHARITY 

Jesu that his aims did spread, 

And on a tree was done to dead, 

From all perils he you defend f 
I desiie audience till I have made an end, 
For I am come fiom God above 
To occupy his laws to your behove, 

And am named Charity , 

There raaj' no man saved be 
"Without the help of me, 

For he that Charity doth refuse, 

Other virtues though he do use, 

Without Charity it will not be, 

For it IS written in the faith 
Qm manet %n cliaritate tn Deo manet 
I am the gate, I tell thee, 

Of heaven, that joyful city , 

There may no man thither come, 

But of chanty he must have some, 

Or ye may not come, i-wis, 

Unto heaven, the city of bliss , 

Therefore Chanty, who will him take, 

A pure soul it will him make 

Before the face of God 

In the A B C, of books the least, 
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It IS written Deus chantas esf 
Lo * charity is a great thing, 

Of all virtues it is the king 
When God in earth was here living, 

Of charity he found none ending 
I was planted m his heart , 

We two might not depart ^ 

Out of his heart I did spiing, 

Through the might of the heaven-king 
And all priests that be, 

May sing no mass without charity 
And charity to them they do not take, 

They may not receive him, that did them make 
And all this woild of nought 

YOUTH 

Aback, fellows, and give me room. 

Or I shall make you to avoid soon ^ 

I am goodly of person , 

I am peerless, wherever I come 
My name is Youth, I tell thee, 

I flourish as the vine-tree 
Wlio may be likened unto me. 

In my youth and jollity *2 
My hair^ is royal and bushed thick , 

My body pliant as a hazel-stick , 

Mine arms be both big® and strong, 

My fingers be both fair and long , 

My chest big as a tun, 

My legs be full light for to run, 

To hop and dance, and make merry 
By the mass, I reck not a cherry, 

Ai^atsoever I do * 

I am the heir of all my father^s land, 


^ Part asunder ® \heaTte, Waley^s ed ] 

3 [Wales’s and Copland’s eds ] 



THK INIEKLUDi: 01 OXT PH 


And it IS come into my hund 
I care for no more 


CHARI PY 

Aie you so disposed to do, 

To follow vice, and let virtue go 

YOUTH 


Yea, sir, e\en so 

For now-a-days he is not set by, 

Without he be unthiifty 

CHARITY 

You had need to ask God mercy , 

Why did you so praibe your bod} ^ 

'iOUIH 

Why, knave v hat is that to thee 
Wilt thou let ^ me to piaise my body ^ 

AVhy should I not piaise it, and it be good]^ ? 
I will not let foi thee 

CHARIIY 

AVhat shall it be, when thou shalt flit 
Fro thy wealth into the pit ^ 

Therefore of it be not too bold, 

Lest thou forethink^ it, when thou ait old 
Ye may be likened to a tree, 

In youth flourislung mth ro}alty, 

And m age it is cut down, 


^ Hinder 


® Regret 



8 


THE INIERLHDE OP ^OUIH 


And to the fire is thrown 
So shalt thou, but thou amend, 
Be burned in hell without end ^ 


YOUIH 

Ye whoreson, tiowest thou so 1 
Beware, lest thou thither go f 
Hence, caitiff, go thy way, 

Or with my dagger I shall thee slaj ^ 
Hence, knave, out of this place, 

Or I shall lay thee on the face ’ 

Sayest thou that I shall go to hell, 

For evermoie there to dwell ^ 

T had hever thou had evil fare ^ 

CHARITY 

Ah, yet, sir, do by my reed, 

And ask mercy for thy misdeed, 

And thou shalt be an heritor of bliss, 
Where all joy and mirth is , 

Where thou shalt see a glorious sight 
Of angels smgmg, with saints bright, 
Before the face of God 

YOUTH 

What, sirs, above the sky ** 

I had need of a ladder to climb so high ^ 
But what, and the ladder shp 
Then I am deceived yet, 

And if I fall, I catch a queck , 

I may fortune to break my neck, 


^ A line, rhyming with this, seems to have dropped out 
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And that joint is ill to set 
Nay, nay, not so 


CHARITY 

Oh, yet lemember, and call to thy mind, 

The meicy of God passeth all thing 
For it IS written by noble clerks, 

The mercy of God passeth all works , 

That witnesseth Holy Scripture, saying thu'^ 
Miseratio domim supei omma opei a ejiis 
Therefore doubt not God's grace 
Thereof is plenty in every place 

YOUTH 

What, methink ye be clerkish, 

For ye speak good gibb’iish ^ 

Sir, I pray you, and you have any stoie, 

SoiP me a question, ere ye cast any moie, 
Lest when youi cunmng is all done. 

My question have no solution 
Sir, and it please you this, 

Why do men eat mustard vuth salt f sh ? 

Sir, I pray you soil me this question 
That I ha\e put to j'Our discretion 

CHARITY 

This question is but a 'vanity , 

It longeth not to me 
Such questions to assoil 

YOUTH 

Sii, by God, that me dear bought, 

I see your cunmng is little or nought , 


^ Solye 
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And I should follow your school, 

Soon ye would make me a fool ’ 
Therefoie crake no longer here, 

Lest I take you on the ear, 

And make youi head to ache ^ 

CilAHITy 

Sir, it falleth not for me to fight, 
Neither by day, ne by night , 

Therefore do by my counsel, I say, 

Then to heaven thou shalt have thy way 

YOUIH 

No, sir, I think ye will not fight , 

But to take a man's purse in the night 
Ye will not say nay ^ 

For such holy caitiffs 
Were wont to be thieves, 

And such would be hanged as high 
As a man may see with his eye 
In faith, this same is true 

CHARITY 

God save every Oliristian body 
From such evil destiny, 

And send us of his grace 
In heaven to have a place ’ 

YOUTH 

Nay, nay, I warrant thee, 

He hath no place for thee ^ 

Weenest thou he will have such fools 
To sit on his gay stools ? 

Nay, I warrant thee, nay f 
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HUMILITY 

Well, Sir, I put me in God^s will, 
Whether he will me save or spill , 
And, sir, I pray you do so, 

And trust in God, whatsoever ye do 

YOUTH 

Sir, I pray thee hold thy peace. 

And talk to me of no goodness , 

And soon look thou go thy way, 

Lest with my dagger I thee slay ^ 

In faith, if thou move my heart, 

Thou shalt he weary of thy part, 

Ere thou and I have done 

CHARITY 

Thmk what God suffered for thee, 

His arms to be spread upon a tree , 

A kmght with a sjiear opened Ins side. 
In his heait appealed a wound wide, 
That bought both you and me ’ 

YOUTH 

God’s fast ^ what is that to me ^ 

Thou daw, wilt thou reed me 
In my youth to lose my jolbty *2 
Hence, knave, and go thy way, 

Or with my dagger I shall thee slay ' 

CHARITY 

0 sir, hear what I you tell. 

And be ruled after my counsel, 
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That ye might sit in heaven high 
With God and his company 

YOUTH 

Ah, yet of God thou wilt not cease 
Till I fight in good earnest , 

On my faith I tell thee true, 

If I fight, it will thee rue 
All the days of thy life 

CHARITY 

Since ^ I see it will none otherwise be , 

I will go to my brother Humihty, 

And take good counsel of him, 

How it IS best to he do therein 

YOUTH 

Yea, marry, sir, I pray you of that , 
Methink it weie a good sight of your back , 
I would see your heels hither, 

And your brother and you together 
Fettered fine fast ’ 

Fwis, and I had the key, 

Ye should sing well-away, 

Ere I let you loose » 


CHARITY 

F^iewell, my masters everychone ^ 

I will come again anon. 

And tell you how I have done 

YOUTH 

And thou come hither again, 

I shall send thee hence in the deviFs name 


^ [Old copies, Sii ] 
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Wliat ^ now I may have my space 
To jet here m this place 
Before I might not stir, 

When that churl Chanty was here , 

But now, among all this cheer, 

I would I had some company here 
I wish^ my brother Eiot would help me, 

For to beat Charity 
And his brother too 


RIOT 

Huffa > huffa ' ^ who calleth after me ? 
I am Kiot, full of jollity 
My heart as light as the wind. 

And all on not is my mind, 

Wheresoever I go 

But wot ye what I do here ^ 

To seek Youth my compeer 
Fam of him I would have a sight, 

But my lips hang in my hght 
God speed, master Youth, by my fay 

YOUTH 

Welcome, Eiot, in the devil’s way ^ 
Who brought thee hitherto 1 

RIOT 

That did my legs, I tell thee 
Methought thou did me call, 

And I am come now here 
To make royal cheer. 

And tell thee how I have done 


^ [Old copies, i tots ] 

2 See Hazhtt’s ‘'Popular Poetry,” iv, 239 
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YOUIH 

What f I weened thou hadst been hanged, 
But I see thou ait escaped, 

For it was told me heie 
You took a man on the ear, 

That his purse in youi bosom did %, 

And so m Newgate you did lie 

RIOT 

So it was, I beshrew youi heart 
I come lately from Newgate, 

But I am as ready to make good cheer, 

As he that never came there , 

For, and I have spending, 

I will make as merry as a king, 

And care not what I do , 

For I will not lie long m prison. 

But will get forth soon, 

For I have learned a policy 
That will loose me lightly, 

And soon let me go 


YOUTH 

I lo\ e well thy discretion. 

For thou art all of one condition , 
Thou art stable and steadfast of mind, 
And not changeable as the ivind 
But, sir, I pray you at the least, 

Tell me more of that jest, 

That thou told me right now 

RIOT 

Moreover, I shall tell thee, 

The Mayor of London sent for me 
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Fortli of Newgate for to come, 

For to preach at Tyburn 

YOUTH 

By our Lady ^ he did promote thee, 

To make thee preach at the gallow-tree ^ 

But, sir, how didst thou 'scape 

RIOT 

Verily, sir, the lope brake, 

And so I fell to the ground, 

And ran away, safe and sound 
By the way I met with a courtier's lad, 

And twenty nobles of gold in his purse he liad 
I took the lad on the ear, 

Beside his hoise I felled him there 
I took his purse in my hand, 

And twenty nobles therem I faiid ^ 

Lord, how I was merry * 

YOUTH 

God's fate f thou didst enough theio 
Foi to be made kmght of the collar 

RIOT 

Yea, sir, I trust to God Ailmight 

At the next sessions to be dubbed a knight 


YOUTH 

Now, sii, by this light f 
That would I fain see, 


^ Found 
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And I plight thee, so God me fe«ive, 

That a sure collai thou shalt have , 

And because gold collai s be so good cheap, 
Unto the roper I shall speak 
To make thee one of a good price, 

And that shall be of warrantise 

RIOT 

Youth, I pray thee have ado, 

And to the tavern let us go, 

And we will drink divers wine, 

And the cost shall be mine ^ 

Thou shalt not pay one penny, i-wis, 

Yet thou shalt have a wench to kiss, 
■Whensoever thou wilt 

YOUTH 

Marry, Eiot, I thank thee, 

That thou wilt bestow it on me, 

And for thy pleasure so be it , 

I would not Charity should us meet, 

And turn us again, 

For right now he was wuth me, 

And said he would go to Humility, 

And come to me again 


RIOT 

Let him come, if he will , 

He were better to bide still , 

And he give thee crooked language, 

I will lay him on the visage, 

And that thou shalt see soon, 

How lightly it shall be done , 

And he will not be ruled with knocks, 
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We shall set him in the stocks, 
To heal his sore shins ’ 


YOUTH 

I shall help thee, if I can, 

To diive away that hangman , 
Hark, Eiot, thou shalt understand 
I am heir of my father’s land, 

And now they be come to my hand, 
Methink it were best therefore, 
That I had one man more 
To wait me upon 


RIOT 

I can speed thee of a servant of pi ice. 
That will do thee good service , 

I see him go here beside , 

Some men call him Master Pride , 

I sv ear b^ God in Trinity 
I will go fetch him unto thee, 

And that even anon 


YOUTH 

Hie thee apace and come agam, 

And bring -with thee that noble swam 


RIOT 

Lo, Master Youth, here he is, 

A pretty man and a wise , 

He will be glad to do you good service 
In all that ever he may 
VOL II 


B 
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YOUTH 

Welcome to me, good fellow, 

I pi ay thee, whence comest thou ^ 
And thou wilt my servant be, 

I shall give thee gold and fee 

PRIDE 

Sir, 1 am content, i-wis, 

To do you any seivice 
That ever I can do 


YOUTH 

By likelihood thou should do w ell enou' , 
Thou art a likely fellotv 

PRIDE 

Yes, sir, I warrant you, 

If ye will be ruled by me, 

I shall you bring to high degree 

YOUTH 

What shall I do, tell me. 

And I will be ruled by thee 

PRIDE 

Marry, I shall tell you 
Consider ye have good enou’ 

And think ye come of noble kind , 

Above all men exalt thy mind , 

Put down the poor, and set nought by them , 
Be in company with gentlemen , 

Get up and down m the way, 
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And youl clothes look they be gay , 

The pretty wenches will say then, 

Yonder goeth a gentleman , 

And every poor fellow that goeth you by, 
Will do off Ins cap, and make you courtes} 
In faith, this is true 


YOUTH 

kSh, I thank thee, by the rood. 

For thy counsel that is so good , 
And I commit me even now 
Undei the teaching of Eiot and you 

RIOT. 


Lo, Youth, I told }ou 
That he was a lusty fellow 

YOUTH 

Marr;y, sir, I thank thee 

That you would bung him unto me 

PRIDE 

8ir, it were expedient that ye had a wife, 

To Ine with hei all jour hie 

RIOT 

A wife nay, nay, for God avow, 

He shall have flesh enou'. 

For, by God that me dear bought, 
Ovei-much of one thing is nought. 

The devil said he had hevei burn all his life 
Than once foi to take a wile , 

Therefore I say, so God me save, 
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He shall no wife have 
Thou hast a sister fair and free, 

I know well his leman she will he 
Therefore I would she weie heie, 

That we might go and make good cheei 
At the wine somewhere 

YOUTH 

I pray you hither thou her do bring 
For she is to my liking 

PRIDE 

Sir, I shall do my dilige'Uce 
To bring her to your presence 

YOUTH 

Hie thee apace, and come again , 

To have a sight I would be fam 
Of that lady free. 


RIOT 

Sir, in faith I shall tell you true, 

She IS fresh and fair of hue, 

And very proper of body , 

Men call her Lady Lechery 

YOUTH 

My heart bumeth, by God of might, 

Till of that lady I have a sight 

{Intrei Superbia cum Luxuna et dicat Supe'i ha ) 
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PRIDE 

Sir, I have fulfilled your intent, 

And have brought you in this present. 

That you have sent me for 

Y'OUTH 

Thou art a ready messenger , 

Come hither to me, my heart so dear, 

Ye be welcome to me as the heart in my bod}^ 

LECHERY 

Sir, I thank you, and at your pleasure I am , 
Ye be the same unto me 

Y'OUTH 

Masters, vill ;ye to tavern walk 
A word with you here will I talk, 

And give } ou the v me 

LECHERY 

Gentleman, I thank you venly, 

And I am all ready 
To wait you upon 


RIOT 


What, sister Lecherj^ 

Ye be welcome to oui company 

LECHERY 

Well, wanton, well, fie for shame ^ 
So soon ye do express my name 
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What » if no man should have known, 

I-wis I shall you beat ^ well, wanton, well ’ 

RIOT 


A little pretty mset,^ 

Ye be well nice, God wot ’ 

Ye be a little pietty pye ^ i-wis, ye go full gingerl} 

LECHERY 

Well, I see your false eye 
Winketh on me full wantoni}' , 

Ye he full wanton, i-wis 

YOUTH 

Pride, I thank you of your labour 
That you had to fetch this fair flow’] 

PRIDE 


Lo, youth, I told thee 

That I would bring her with me 

Sir, I pray you tell me now, 

How she doth bke you ? 

YOUTH 

Verily, well she pleaseth me, 

For she is courteous, gentle, and free 
How do you, fair lady? 

How fare you, tell me 

LECHERY 

Sir, if it please you, I do well enou’, 
And the better that you will wit 


^ [Tele’s ed niUtl 



IHL INrEELUDE OE YOUTH 


23 


YOUTH 

Elot, I would be at the tavern fain, 

Lest Chanty us meet and turn us again 
Then would I be sorry, because of this fair lad} 

EIOT 

Let us go again betime, 

That we may be at the wine, 

Ere ever that he come 

PRIDE 

Hie thee apace, and go we hence , 

We will let foi none expense 

YOUTH 

Now we will fill the cup and make good cheei 
1 trust I have a noble heie 
Hark, sns, for God Almighty, 

Hearest thou not how they fight 
In faith we shall them jiart 
If there be any wnne to sell, 

They shall no longer together dwell , 

No, then I beshrew ray heart 

RIOT 


No, sir, so mot I the, 

Let not thy servants fight within thee , 
For it IS a careful life 
Evermore to live in strife , 

Therefore, if ye will be ruled by my tale, 
We will go to the ale, 

And see how we can do , 

I trust to God that sitteth on high, 
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To iese that little company 
Within an lioui oi two 

PRIDE 

Now let us go, for God’s sake, 
And see how meny we can make 

Rior 


Now let us go apace ^ 

And I be last there, I beshiew my face f 

YOurH 

Now let us go that we weie theie 
To make this lady some cheei 

LECHERY 

Verily, sir, I thank thee, 

That ye will bestow it on me, 

And when it please you on me to call, 
My heart is yours, body and all 

YOUTH 

Fair lady, I thank thee , 

On the same wise ye shall have me, 
Wliatsoevei you please 

PRIDE 

Eiot, we tarry very long 


RIOT 

We will go even now with a lusty song 
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PRIDE 

111 faith, I will he rector of the chon 
YOUTH 

Go to it then hardily, and let us be agate 
CHARITY 

Abide, fellow , a word with thee 
Wliithei go ye, tell me *2 
Abide, and hear what I shall you tell, 
And be ruled by my counsel 

PRIDE 

Nay, no fellow^ ne yet mate, 

I trow thy fellow be Newgate , 

Shall we tell thee whither we go 
Nay, i-wis, good John-a-Peepo ’ 

Who learned thee, thou mistaught man, 
To speak so to a gentleman ^ 

Though his clothes be never so thin, 

Yet he is come of noble km , 

Though thou give him such a mock, 

Yet he is come of a noble stock, 

I let thee well to wit 


RIOT 

What f Sir John,i what say ye ^ 
Would you be fettered now 


1 [Intended as a sneer at Chanty’s pious sentiments Sir 
John js the common term in old plays, and literature ^ene 
rally, for a parson ] 
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Think not too long, I pray ye , 

If misfortune come soon enou’, 

Ye shall think it a httle [too] soon 

YOUTH 

Yet, sirs, let this cease, 

And let us talk of goodness 

RlOl 

He turneth his tail, he is afeard , 

But, faith, he shall be scared , 

He weeneth by flattering to please us again. 
But he laboureth all m ^ am 


CHARITY* 

Sir, I pray you me not spare. 
For nothmg I do care 
That ye can do to me 


RIOT 

No, whoreson ? sayest thou so? 
Hold him, Pride, and let me go , 
I shall set a pair of rings, 

That shall set to his shms, 

And that even anon. 


PRIDE 

Hie thee apace and come again, 
And bnng with thee a good chain, 
And hold him here still. 
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CHARITY 

Jesus, that was born of Mary milcl. 
From all evil he us shield, 

And send you grace to amend, 

Ere our life be at an end , 

For I tell you truly, 

That ye live full wickedly , 

I pray God it amend ^ 


RIOT 

Lo, feirb, look what I bring. 

Is not tins a jolly rmgmg ? 

By my tioth, I trow it be 

I will go ivith Charity 

How say’&t thou, Master Charity ? 

Doth this gear please thee ? 

CHARITY. 

They please me well indeed * 

The moie soriow, the more meed * 

For God said, while he was a man, 

Beat% qm i^mecutionem'patiuntm propUi institxam 
Unto his apostles he said so, 

To teach them how they should do 

PRIDE. 

We shall see how they can please , 

Sit down, sir, and take your ease , 

Me think these same were full meet 
To go about your fair feet 

YOUTH 

By my truth, I you tell 

They would become him very well , 
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Therefore lue that they were on, 
Unto the tavern that we were gone 

RIOT 


That shall ye see anon, 

How soon they shall be on , 

And after we will not tarry long, 

But go hence with a ineny song 

PRIDE 

Let us begin all at once 

YOUTH 

Now have at thee, by Cock^s bones, 

And soon let us go f 

[Eseeunt Piide^ Youth, Riot, and Lechei^ 

CHARITY 

Lo, masters, here you may see beforne. 

That the weed overgroweth the corn 
Now may ye see all in this tide, 

How vice IS taken, and virtue set aside 
Yonder ye may see youth is unstable, 

But evermore changeai)le , 

And the nature of men is fiail, 

That he wotteth not what may avail 
Virtue for to make 
0 good Lord, it is a pitiful case, 

Sith God hath lent man wit and grace 
To choose of good and evil, 

That man should voluntarily 
To such things himself apply, 

That his soul should spill 
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HUMILITY 

Christ that was crucified, and crowned with thoin, 
And of a virgin for man was born, 

Some knowledge send to me 
Of my brother Charity 

CHARITY 

Dear brother Humility, 

Ye be welcome unto me , 

Where have ye be so long ^ 

HUMILITY 

I shall do you to understand. 

That I have said mme evensong , 

But, sir, I pi ay you tell me now. 

How this case happened to you 

CHARITY 

I shall tell you anon , 

The fellows that I told you on, 

Have me thus arrayed 

HUMILITY 

Sir, I shall undo the bands 
From your feet and your hands 
Sir, I pray you tell me anon 
Whither they be gone, 

And when they come agam 

CHARITY 

Sir, to the tavern they be gone, 

And they will come agam anon, 

And that shall you see. 
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HUMILITY 

Then will we them exhort 
Unto virtue to lesort, 

And to forsake sin 


CHARITY 

I will help you that I can 
To convert that wicked man 

YOUTH 

Aback f gallants, and look unto me. 
And take me for your special, 

For I am promoted to high degree, 

By right I am king eternal , 

Neither duke ne lord, baron ne knight, 
That may be likened unto me, 

They be subdued to me by right, 

As servants to their masters should be 

HUMILITY 

Ye be welcome to this place here , 

We think ye labour all in vain , 
Wherefore your brains we will stir. 
And keel ^ you a httle again 

YOUTH 

Sayest thou my brains thou wilt stir, 

I shall lay thee on the ear, 

Were thou born m Trurapington,^ 


1 Cool 

2 [Trumpington js m Essex, a county proverbal, rightly 
or wrongb, for the stupidity of its inhabitants ] 
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And bi ought up at Hogsnorton ^ ^ 
By my faith it seerneth so , 

Well, go, knave, go ^ 


CHARITY 

Do by oiii counsel and our reed, 
And ask mercy for thy misdeed , 
And endeavour thee, foi God^s sake. 
For thy sms amends to make 
Ere ever that thou die 


RIOT 

Haik, Youth, for God avow, 

He would ha\ e thee a saint now , 
But, Youth, I shall you tell 
A young saint an old devil , 
Tlierefore I hold thee a fool. 

And thou follow Ins school 

YOUTH. 

I wail ant thee I will not do so , 

I will be ruled by you two 

PRIDE 


Then shall do well, 

If 3^ e be ruled by our counsel , 

We will brmg you to high degiee, 
And promote you to dignity 


^ [Equivalent to calling him a churl See Hazlitt s 
Proverbs,” 1S69, pp 315 316 and 489 , and HalUwelTs 
“ Dictionaiy,” v Hogsnorton But m none of the instances 
cited there do we find Trumpington mentioned ] 
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HUMILITY. 

Sir, it IS a pitiful case, 

That ye would forsake grace. 
And to vice apply 


YOUTH 

Why, knave, doth it giie\e thee ^ 

Thou shalt not answer for me 

When my soul hangeth on the hedge once, 

Then take thou, and cast stones, 

As last as thou wilt ’ 


CHARITY 

Sir, if it please you to do thus. 

Forsake them and do after us, 

The better shall you do 

RIOT 

Sir, he shall do well enoif, 

Though he be ruled by neither of you , 
Therefore crake no longei here, 

Lest you have on the ear. 

And that a good knock, 

PRIDE. 

Lightly see thou avoid the place, 

Or I shall give thee on the face 
Youth, I trow that he would 
Make you holy, ere ye be old ^ 

And, I swear by the rood, 

It IS tune enough to be good, 

When that ye be old. 
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YOUTH 

Sir, by my truth, I thee say 
I will make merry, whiles I may, 
I cannot tell you how long 


PRIDE. 

Yea, sir, so mot I thrive, 

Thou art not certain of thy life , 
Therefore thou wert a stark fool 
To leave mirth and follow their school 


HUMILITY 

Sir, I shall him exhort 
Unto us to resort. 

And you to forsake 


PRIDE 


Ask him if he will do so, 

To foisake us and follow you two , 
Nay, I w^arrant you, nay • 

HUMILITY 

That shall you see even anon , 

I will unto him gone, 

And see what he will say 

RIOT 

Hardily go on thy way , 

I know well he mil say nay 
VOL II 


c 
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YOUTH 

Yea, sii, by God that mo dear bought, 
Methuik ye laboui all foi nought , 
Weenest thou that I will for thee 
Or thy bi other Chanty 
Forsake this good company '? 

Nay, I warrant you 


PRIDE 

No, niastei, I pray you of that, 

For anything foisake us not, 

And all oui counsel lule you by , 

Ye may be emperoi, ere ye die 

YOUTH 

Yniile I have life m my body. 

Shall I be luled by Eiot and thee 

RIOT 

Sir, then, shall ye do well, 

Fox we be true as steel , 

Sir, I can teach you to play at the dice, 
At the queen's game ^ and at the Irish , ^ 
The treygobet® and the hazard^ also, 
And many other games mo , 

Also at the cards I can teach you to play, 
At the tiiump and one-and-thiity, 


1 See Popular Antiquities of Great Britain,’^ ii 

2 Popular Antiquities of Great Britain,” ii 315 
^ Should we not read Emj go let ? 

* See Hazhtt’s “Popular Poetri,” ni 73-.4 
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Post,^ pinion, 2 and also aums-ace, 

And at another they call dewce-ace ^ 

Yet I can tell you more, and ye will con me thank, 
Pink ^ and dunk, and also at the blank, ^ 

And many sports mo 


YOUTH, 

I thank thee, Eiot, so mot I the, 

For the counsel thou hast given me , 

I will follow thy mind m every thing, 

And gmde me ^ter thy learnmg 

CHARITY 

Youth, leave that counsel, for it is nought, 
And amend that thou hast miswrought, 

That thou may’st save that God hath bought 

YOUTH 

What say 5 e, blaster Charity “2 
What hath God bought *2 
By my troth, I know not 
Whethei he goeth in winte or black , 

He came never at the stews, 

IN’or in no place, wheie I do use , 

I wis he bought not my cap, 


^ Post andjpatr 

- [We do not find this mentioned elsewliere Tlie same 
remark applies to aums ace ] 

® [Halhwell, m his ‘*Dict”t? Pink, says — “A game, the 
same as post and pair ” Surely this is not so It seems 
rather to be used, here at least, in the sense of gamlle But 
after all, may sigmfy something very different, viz , 
helm y ] 

^ The target or butts 
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Nor ^et my jolly hat ^ 

I wot not what he hath bought for me 
And he bought anything of mme, 

I will give him a quart of -wine, 

The next time I him meet 

CHARITY 

Sir, this he did for thee , 

When thou wast bond, he made thee free, 
And bought thee with his blood 

YOUTH 

Sir, I pray you tell me, 

How may this be 

That I know, I was never bond 

Unto none in England 

CHARITY 

Sir, I shall tell you — 

When Adam had done great tiespass, 

And out of Paradise exiled was , 

Then all the souls, as I can } ou tell. 

Were in the bondage of the devil ol hell, 

Tdl the Father of heaven, of his great mercy, 
Sent the Second Person in Trinity 
Us for to redeem, 

And so with his precious blood 
He bought us on the rood, 

And our souls did save 

YOUTH 

How should I save it, tell me now, 

And I will be ruled after you 
My soul to save 
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RIOT. 

What, youth , will ye forsake me 
I will not forsake thee 


HUMILITY 

I shall tell you shortly^ 

Kneel down and ask God mercy, 
For that you have offended 

PRIDE. 

Youth, wilt thou do so 1 
Follow them, and let us go ? 
Marry, I trow, nay 


YOUTH 


Here all sm I forsake. 

And to God I me betake , 

Good Lord, I pray thee have no indignation, 
That I, a sinner, should ask salvation 

CHA.RITY 

Kow thou must forsake Pride, 

And all Eiot set aside 


PRIDE 

I wiU not him forsake, 

Keitlier early ne late , 

I ween'd he would not forsake me , 
But if it will none otherwise he, 

I will go my way 
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YOUTH 

Sir, I pray God be your speed, 

And help you at your need 

RIOT 

I am sure thou wilt not forsake me, 
Nor I will not forsake thee 

YOUTH 


I forsake you also. 

And will not have with you to do 

RIOT 

And I forsake thee utterly 
Fie on thee, caitiff, fie ^ 

Once a promise thou did me make. 

That thou would me never forsake, 

But now I see it is hard 

For to trust the wretched world , 

Farewell, masters, everychone 

HUMILITY 

For your sin look ye mourn, 

And evil creatures look ye turn , 

For your name, who maketh inquisition, 
Say it IS Good Contntion 
That for sin doth mourn 

CHARITY 


Here is a new array, 

For to walk by the way. 
Your prayer for to say 



IHE INTERLUDE OF YOUTH 


39 


HUMILITY 

Here be beads^ for your devotion, 
And keep you fiom all temptation , 
Let not vice devour 
When you see misdoing men, 

Good counsel give them, 

And teach them to amend 

YOUTH 

For my sm I will moum, 

All creatures I will turn , 

And when I see misdoing men, 
Good counsel I shall give them, 
And exhort them to amend 

CHARITY 

Then shall ye be an heritoi of bliss, 
Where all joy and muth is 

YOUTH 


To the which eternal 
God bung the persons all 
Here being, amen * 


HUMILITY 

Thus have w e brought our matter to an end 
Befoie the peisons heie present, 

Would every man be content. 

Lest another day we be shent 

CHARITY 

We thank all this presence 
Of their meek audience 


^ [Copland’s ed hools ] 
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HUMILITY 

Jesu that sitteth m heaven so high, 
Save all this fair company ^ 

Men and women that here be, 
Amen, amen, for Charity ^ 


^ [This line is omitted m Waley’s ed ] 

^ [The colophon of Wales’s ed is Imprinted at London 
by John waley, dwellyng in foster lane ] 




LUSTY JUVENTUS. 


A MORALITY 



An Ent&rlude called Lusty Juuentus, lyiiely describing the 
frailtie of youth of natui ^rone to vyce hygiace and 
good counsayll trayncible to mrtue 


The parsonages that speake 


Messenger, 

Lusty Juuentus, 
Good Counsaill, 
Knowledge, 
Sathan the deuyll, 


Jlypoc} me, 

Felowship, 

AhJiominalh Lyuyiig, 
Gods met cifuH p omiseb 


Foure maye playe %t easely, talyng such pastes as 
they thinle best so that any 07ie take of those partes that 
be not in place at once 

[Col] Impiynted at London, in Lotkhury, oue) agaynst 
SainctMargarits Chuich, by Wyllyam Copland 4^, black- 
letter ^ 


^ [The colophon of Vele’s ed is at the end i??f?a i 



HAWKINS’S PREFACE. 

0 

The editor Las been favoured witli two copies of tins 
moral mterlude , one of wbichi is preserved in the 
library belongmg to Lincoln Cathedral/ the othei is m 
the possession of Mr Garrick, It was vTitten m the 
reign of Edward the Sixth by one R. We^en, of whom 
the editor can give the leader no further information 
The former was prmted at London by Alnaham Vele 
The latter is a ■v ery different cop^ from the other A 
more obsolete spelhng runs tlnough the whole, and it 
contains great variations besides, which the reader will 
find at the bottom of each page The conclusion being 
imperfect, the pimter’s colophon is wanting, so that it 
cannot be known where this edition was printed Ac- 
cordmg to Dr Percj^’^ tables, it was pimted by Biehard 
Pinson 2 

The design of this interlude was to expose the super- 


^ [Afterwards parted with to Dr Dibdin A second copy 
is m the Bodleian ] 

^ [An error No edition by Pinson is known, or is likely 
to have ever existed The impression referred to is Cop- 
land’s See Hazlitt’s “Handbook,” p 649-50 ] 
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stitions of tlie Romisli Church, and to promote the 
Reformation The stage (as the learned Dr Peicj ob- 
serves) in those days literally was what wise men have 
always wished it — a supplement to the pulpit chapter 
and verse are as formally quoted as in a sermon See 
Prologue of the Messenger,” &c From this play v e 
learn that most of the young people were new gospellers, 
or friends to the Reformation , and that the old were 
tenacious of the doctrines imbibed in their youth, for 
thus the Devil is introduced lamenting the downfall of 
superstition— 

The old people would beheve still in my laws, 

But the younger sort lead them a contrary way , 

They will not believe, they plainly say, 

In old traditions and made by men, 

But they will live as the scrip tuie teacheth them, &c 

And m another place Hypocrisy urges — 

The world was never merry, 

Since children were so bold , 

Now every boy will be a teacher, 

The father a fool, and the child a preacher 

[This IS certainly a piece of rather heavy and tedious 
morality, replete ’with good instruction, but didactic to 
a fault It is deficient m the curious allusions, which 
abound in other productions of the same kind, and 
even that mysterious character, Abom%nalU Living, 
whose introduction promises some amusement and 
illustration, moves oJff the scene almost immediately 
after her first appearance, while Little Bess, whose 
entrance might have been a vehicle for some diverting 
or sentimental situation, does not come on ” at all ] 



LUSTY JUVE'lfTUS. 




THE PEOLOGUE OP THE MESSENGER 

For as much as man is naturally prone 
To evil from his youth, as Scripture doth recite,^ 
It IS necessary that he be speedily withdrawn 
From concupiscence of sm, his natural appetite 
An 2 order to bring up youth Ecclesiasticus doth 
WTite, — 

An untamed horse wdl be hard, saith he. 

And a 'wanton child wilful will be 

Give hun no hberty in youth, nor his folly 
excuse, 

Bow down his neck, and keep him in good awe, 
Lest he be stubborn no labour refuse 
To tram him to wisdom and teach him God’s law, 
For youth is frail and easy to draw 
By grace to goodness, by nature to ill 
That nature hath ingrafted, is hard to kill 
Nevertheless, m youth men may be best 
Trained to virtue by godly mean , 

Vice may be so mortified and so supprest, 


^ Gen Till , Jer xvii , Eccles xxx 
* And, Copland’s edition 
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That it shall not break furth, yet the root will 
remain ^ 

As in this interlude by youth you shall see plain, 
Fiom his lust by Good Counsel brought to godly 
conversation, 

And shortly after to frail nature’s inclination 
The enemy of mankind, Satan, thiough Hy[)o- 
crisy 

Feigned or chosen holiness of man’s blind intent, 
Forsaking ^ God’s word, that leadeth light way. 

Is brought to Fellowship and ungracious compaii} , 
To Abhominable Living till he be wholly bent, 
And so to desperation, if good counsel weie not 
sent 

From God, that in trouble doth no man forsake 
That doth call, and tiust in him foi Christ’s sake 
Finally, youth by God’s special gxace 
Doth earnestly repent his abhominable living 
By the doctrine of good counsel, and to his solace 
God’s mercy entereth to him reciting 
God’s merciful promises, as they be in wilting 
He believeth and loUoweth, to his gieat consola- 
tion 2 

And these parts ye shall see biiefly played in then 
fashion 

Here entereth LUSTY JXA^ENTUS, or YOUTH, singing 
as followeth 

In a herber^ gieen, asleep^ where as I lay, 

The buds sang sweet m the midcles of the day , 

I dreamed fast of mirth and play 

In youth is pleasure, in youth is pleasuic 


^ FoisalyUf Copland’s edition 
® Consolmon, Vele’s edition 
^ Arbour, Copland’s edition 
^ Asloj^e, Copland’s edition 
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Me thought I walked still to and fio, 

And from hei company I could not go , 

But when I waked, it was not so 

In youth is pleasure, in youth is pleasure 

Therefore my heart is surely pight ^ 

Of her alone to have a sight, 

Winch IS my joy and heart’s delight 

In youth is pleasure, in youth is pleasuie 

Funs 

LUSTY jruVENTUb, 07 YOUTH, speahth 

What, ho ^ Are they not heie ? 

I am i sappomted, the blessed mass ^ 

I had thought to have found them making good 
cheer , 

But now they aie gone to some secret place 
Well, seeing they aie gone, I do not greatly pas^ , - 
Anothei time I will hold them as much, 

Seeing they break® promise, and keep not tlie 
tv eclie ^ 

Mliat shall I do now to pass awaj^ the day 
I«; theie any man here that will go to game ? 

At whatsoe\ er he ^ will i-)lay. 

To make one I am ready to the same 
Youth full of j)leasure is my proper name 
To he alone is not my appetite, 

Foi of dll tiimgs in the woild I love merri com- 
pany 

Ylio Ivnoweth where is e'er a miiistiel'2 


^ Smd 6 inghtf Copland's edition ^ Care 

^ ^/aZ.e, Copland’s edition ^ Toucli 

' Te Copland’s edition 
^ Appctyte, Vele’s edition 
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By the mass, I would fain go dance a fit ^ 

My compamons ^ are at it, I know right well , 
They do not aU this while in a corner sit 
Agamst another time they have taught me ^ wit 
I beshrew their hearts for serving me this,^ 

I will go seek them, whether I hit or miss 


Here enteretli GOOD COUNSEL, to whom YOUTH 
yet speaheth 

Well i-met, father, well i-met 
Did you hear any mmstrels play, 

As you came hitherward upon your way *2 
And if you did, I pray you wish ^ me thither, 

For I am going to seek them, and, in faith, I know 
not whither 


GOOD COUNSEL 

Sir, I will ask you a question by your favour 
What would you with the minstrel do *2 

JUVENTUS 

Nothmg but have a dance or two, 

To pass the time away in pleasure 


1 The word fiUe sometimes signified a part or division of 
a song , but in its original acceptation a poetic strain, verse, 
or poem from being applied to music, the word was easily 
transferred to dancing, as in the above passages See Dr 
Percy’s “Eelics of Anc Eng Poetry,” vol n , p 297 [edit 
1765] — Hawkins 
* Uom^pacions, Copland’s edition 
5 My, Copland’s edition 4 Thus, 

® Wyse, Tele’s edition 
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GOOD COUNSEL 

If that be the matter, I piomise you sure, 

I am the more sornei that it should so be , 

For there is no such passing the time appointed in 
the Sciipture, 

N'or yet theieunto it doth not agree * 

I wish that ye would so use your liberty, 

To walk as you are bound to do, 

According to the vocation which Grod hath called 
you to 


JUVENTUS 

Why, sir, are you angry, because I have spoken so ^ 
By the mass, it is alone for my appetite 

GOOD COUNSEL 

Show me youi name, I pi ay you heartily, 

And then I will my mind express 

JUVENTUS 

My name is called Juventus, doubtless 
Say what you will, I will give you the hearing 

GOOD COUNSEL 

For as much as God hath created you of nothing, 
Unto his own likeness by spiritual illumination. 

It is unmeet that ye should lead your hving 
Contrary to his godly determination 
Saint Paul unto the Ephesians giveth good exhorta- 
tion, 

VOL II 
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Saying, walk circumfepectly, redeeming the time , 
That IS, to spend it well, and not to wickedness 
incline 


JUVENTUS 

No, no, hardily none of mine ^ 

It I would hve so stiait, you might count me a 
fool. 

Let them keep those rules, which are doctors 
divine, 

And have he brought up all their days m school 
GOOD COUNSEL 

Moses in the law exhorteth his people, 

As m the book of Deuteronomy he doth plainly 
wnte, 

That they should live obedient and thanldul , 

For m effect ^ these words he doth recite 
All ye this day stand befoie the Lord’s sight, 

Both princes, rulers, elders, and parents, 

Children, wives, young, and old , therefoie obey his 
commandments 


TUVENTUS 

I am too young to understand his documents , ^ 
Wherefore did all they stand before Ins presence ^ 

GOOD COUNSEL 

To enter with God peace and alliance, 

Promising that they would him honour, fear, and 
serve 


^ Foi tnfecte, Copland’s edition 
^ Teachings 



LUSTY JUVENTUS 


51 


All kind of people weie bound in those covenants, 
That from his law they should ne'vei sweive ; 

For God useth no partiahty 

JUVENTUS 

What, am I bound, as well as the clergj", 

To learn and follow his precepts and law 

GOOD COUNSEL 

Yea, surel;;^ , oi else God will withdiaw 
His mercy fiom you, piomised in his covenant. 
For, except you li\e undei his obedience and awe, 
How can } ou receive the benefits of his Testament '? 
For he that ^ submitteth himself to be a seivant. 
And his master’s commandment will not fulfil nor 
regard. 

According as he hath done, is woithy his rew’ard 
7UVENTUS 

It is as true a saying a^ evei I heard , 

Theiefore your name, I pray you - now tell, 

For, by my tiuth, your communication I hke v on- 
ders well 


GOOD COUNSEL 
My name is called Good Counsel 

JUVENTUS 


Good Counsel ^ 

Now, in faith, I cry you meicy 


^ That^ omitted m Copland’s edition 
2 Fom, omitted m Copland’s edition 
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I am Sony that I have you thus offended , 

But, I pray you, hear with me patiently, 

And my misbehaviour shall he amended 
I know my time I have ludely spended, 

Following my own lust, being led by ignoiance , 
But now I hope of better knowledge through youi 
acquamtance 


GOOD COUNSEL 

I pray God guide you with his giacious assistance 
Unto the knowledge of his truth, your ignoiance 
to undo. 

That you may be one of those numbered Christiana, 
Which followeth the lamb whither he doth go 
The lamb Jesus Christ my meaning is so, 

By sure faith and confidence m his bittei death 
and passion, 

The only price of our health and salvation 
JUVENTUS 

Sir, I thank you for your heaity oration 
And now, I pray you, show me your advisement, 
How I may live m this my vocation. 

According to God’s will and commandment 

GOOD COUNSEL 

First of all, it is most expedient, 

That you exercise yourself in continual piayer, 
That it might please the Lord omnipotent 
To send unto you his holy spirit and comforter. 
Which will lead you every day and hour 
Unto the knowledge of his word and verity, 
Wherem you may learn to hve most christianly 
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JUVENTUS 

0 Loid, grant me of thy infimte^ meicy 

[lie hneeleth 

The true knowledge of thy ^ law and will, 

And illumine my heart with spuit continually, 
That I may ^ be apt thy holy precepts to fulfil , 
Strengthen me, that I may persever still 
Thy commandments to obey 
And then shall I nevei slip nor fall qm ay 

[lie 7tseth 

GOOD COUNSEL 

Full true be these words, which Christ himself did 
say, 

He that seeketh shall surely find 

KNOWLEDGE enteretk 

Behold, Youth, now rejoice we may, 

For I see Knowledge of GodPs] ^ Vent} stand heie 
behind 

He IS come now to satisfy your mind 
In those things which }ou will desiie , 

Therefore together let us approach Inm near 

JUVENTUS 

Ah, Good Counsel, now ^ it doth appear, 

That God ne\ei lejecteth the humbles[t] petition 


^ Jnfimtief Vele’s edition 
® The, Copland's edition 
® Way^ Copland’s edition 
^ Both the copies read God 
*' Nem^ Copland’s edition 
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KNOWLEDGE 

Now the Lord bless you all with his heavenly 
benediction, 

And with his fiery love youi heaits inflame, 

That of his meiciful promises 3^011 may have the 
frmtion, 

The subtlety of the de\il utterly to defame 
Now, good Chiistian audience, I will exjiiess 1113 
name, 

The True Knowledge of God's Veiity, this"^ m\ 
name doth hight, 

Wliom God hath appointed to give the blind then 
sight 

GOOD COUNSEL 

All praise be given to that Lord of might, 

Which hath appointed you Inther at this pieseiit 
hour , 

For I trust you will so instruct youth aright, 

That he shall hve according to God's pleasiue 

JUVENTUS 

And I thank Jesus Christ my Savioui, 

That he is come to my company 

KNOWLEDGE 

I thank you, my friends, most heartily 
For your gentle salutation 

JUVENTUS 

Sir, I will be so bold, by your deliberation, 

To open my mmd unto you now, 


^ ThuSf Copland's edition , but the sense is the same 
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Trusting that, by yoiii good exlioitation, 

I shall leain those things winch I nevei hiev^ 
Tins one thing chiefly I would leain of you, 
How I may my life m this my -vocation lead, 
According as God hath oi darned and decieed 


KNOWLEDGE 

The prophet David saith, that the man is blessed, 
Which doth exercise himself in the law of the 
Lord, 

And doth not follow the way of the ^vicked , 

As the fiist p<^alm doth plainly recoid ^ 

The foui score and thuteenth psalm thereunto doth 
accord , 

Blessed is the man whom thou teachest, O Lord 
saith he, 

To learn thy - law, precepts, word, or verity 
And Christ in the gosjiel saith manifestly 
Blessed is he which heaieth the Word of God and 
keepeth it ^ 

That IS, to believe Ins "word and live accordingly, 
Declaimg the faith by the fi uits of the spirit, 
Whose flints aie these, as St Paul to the Galathi 
doth wiite. 

Love, joy, peace, long suffenng, and faithfulness, 
Meekness, goodness, tempeiance, and gentleness 

GOOD COUNSEL 

By ® these v ords, which unto you he doth express 
He teaclieth that you ought to have a steadfast 
faith , 


^ Accorde, Copland’s edition 
2 The^ Copland’s edition 
^ Copland’s edition 
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Without the which ^ it is impossible doubtless 
To please God, as Saint Paul saith 
Where faith is not, godly living decayeth , 

For whatsoever is not of faith, saith St Paul, is 
sin, 

But where a perfect faith is, tlieie is good working 
JUVENTUS 

It seemeth to me, that this is ^ your meaning, 

That, when I observe God’s commandments and 
the works of charity, 

They shall prevail unto me nothing, 

Except I believe to be saved there% 

KNOWLEDGE 

No, no, you are deceived veiy bhndly, 

For faith m Christ’s merits doth only justif}, 

And make us righteous in God’s sight 

TUVENTUS 

Why should I then in good ^ works delight, 

Seemg I shall not be saved by them ? 

GOOD COUNSEL 

Because they are required of all Christian men, 

As the necessary fruits of true repentance 

KNOWLEDGE 

But the reward of the heavenly inheritance 
Is given us through faith, for Christ’s deser^nngs , 


1 The which, omitted in Copland's edition 
® Is, omitted, Copland's edition 
® Qod, Vele's edition 
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As St Paul declareth m the fourth chapter to the 
Eomans, 

Therefore we ought not to woik as hirehngs 
Seeing Christ hath purged us once fioni all our 
wicked hving, 

Let us no more wallow theiein, 

But perse\er, like good blanches, bearing fruit m 
him 


JUVENTUS 

Now I know w^here about you bave been 
My elders nevei taught me so before 

GOOD COUNSEL 

Though youi elders were blind, doubt not you 
therefore ^ 

For Saint Peter saith, vain i% the conversations 
Which ye receive by jour elders’ tiaditions, 

TtiA ENTUS 

I will gladly leceive >0111 godly admonitions 
But yet, I pray j ou, show me the cause 
That they, being men of great discretions, 

Did not mstiuct me m God’s laws, 

According to his will and ordinance 


KNOWLEDGE, 

Because they themselves w ere wrapped 111 ignorance, 
Being deceived by false preachers 

JUVENTUS 


0 Lord, deliver me from wicked teachers, 

That I be not deceived with their false doctrine 
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GOOD COUNSEL 

To God^s word you must only incline , 

All other doctime clean set apart 

jm^ENTUS 

Suiely that I will fiom the bottom of my heait ^ 
And I thank the Imng God wdiich hath given me 
the knowledge 

To know his doctrine from the false and pervart,^ 

I being yet young and full tendei of age , 

And that he hath made me paitakei of the heavenly 
mheiitage, 

Of his own - mercy, and not of my deserving, 

For hell I have deserved by my sinful working 
I know right well, my elders and paieiits 
Have of a long time deceived be 
With blind hypocrisy and supeistitious intents, 
Tiustmg in then own works, which is nothing but 
vanity , 

Their steps shall not be followed foi me 
Therefore, I pray you, show me a brief conclusion, 
How I ought to live in Chiistian religion 


KNOWLEDGE 

The first beginning of wisdom, as saith the wuse 
Solomon, 

Is to fear God with all thy ^ heart and power , 

And then thou must beheve all his promises with- 
out any exception. 

And that he will perfom them both constant and 
sure 


^ Pervmcej Copland’s edition 
2 One, Copland’s edition 
® They, Copland’s edition 
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And then, because lie is thy only Saviour, 

Thou must love him with all thy soul and mind. 
And thy neighbour as thyself, because lie hath so 
assigned 


JUVENTUS 

To love my neighbour as myself 2 I cannot be so^ 
kind 

I pi ay you tell me, what mean you 
KNOTOEDOE 

I\Iy meaning is, as Christ saith in the sixth chaptei 
of Matthew,^ 

To do to him as you would be done to 
TUVENTUS 

I pray God gi\e me grace so foi to do, 

That unto his v ill I may be obedient 

GOOD COUlsSEL 

Heie you shall receive Christ’s testament 
To coiiifuit }oui conscience, ivhen need shall re- 
quire, 

To learn the contents theieof, see that you he 
dihgent , 

The which all Christian men ought to desire, 

Por it IS the well or fountain most cleai. 

Out of the which doth spimg sweet consolation 
To all those that ^ tlnrst aftei eternal salvation 


^ To, Copland's edition 
^ Chap Math , Copland’s edition 
3 Wh^ch, Yele’s edition 
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KNOWLEDGE 

Therein shall you find most wholesome preserva- 
tion 

Both in troubles, persecutions, sickness, and ad- 
versity, 

And a sure defence in the time of temptation, 

Against whom the devil cannot pre\ail with all 
his aimy 

And, if you pei sever therein unfeignedly. 

It will set your heart at such quietness and rest, 

Which cannot ^ never be turned with storms nor 
tempest 


GOOD COUNSEL 

With this thing you must neither flatter noi jest, 
But stedfastly believe it every day and hour, 

And let your conveisation openly protest, 

That of your heart it is the most piecious treasure 
And then your godly example shall other men pro 
cure 

To learn and exercise the same also 
I pray God strengthen you so for to do 

JUVENTUS 

Now for this godly knowledge which you have 
brought me to, 

I beseech the livmg God rewaid - you again 
From your company I will never depart nor go, 

So long as in this life I do remain , 

For in this book I see manifest and plain. 

That he that follow eth his own lusts and imagina 
tion, 


^ Not, omitted in. Vele’s edition 
- To rewaid, Vele’s edition 
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Keepeth the ready path to e\eilasting damnation 
And he that leadeth ^ a godly conversation 
Shall be brought ^ to such quietness, joy, and peace, 
Which in compaiison passeth all woildly gloriatioii, 
Winch cannot endure, but shortly cease 
Both the time and hour I may now bless, 

That I met with you, father Good Counsel, 

To bung me to the knowledge of this® lieavenh 
gospel 


KNOWLEDGE 

This your profession I hke veiy well, 

So that you intend to hve according , 

I pray God, your living do not rebel. 

But evez agree unto your saying. 

That, when ye shall make accounts or leckoning, 
Of this talent which you have received, 

You may be one of those, with whom the Loid 
shall be pleased 


GOOD COUNSEL 

For tbis conversation of Youth the Lord’s name be 
praised 

Let us now depart for a season [Exit 

KNOWLEDGE 

To give God the glory it is convenient and reason 
If you will depait, I will not tany [Fvzt 


^ Leadet€f Copland’s edition 
® Bo 7 nghtf Copland’s edition 
3 BiSf Copland’s edition 
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JUVENTUS 

And I will never forsake yoiu company, 

While I live in this world [E at ^ 

Ha e ente'} eih the DEVIL 
0, 0, all too late ’ 

I trow this gear will come to naught , 

For I peiceive my power doth abate, 

For all the policy that ever I have wrought 
Many and sundiy ways I have fought, 

To have the Word of G-od deluded utterly, 

0 for SOI row f yet it will not be 

1 have done the best that I can, 

And my mistiess also in every place, 

To root it clean fiom the heait of man , 

And yet for all that it flouiisheth apace , 

I am sore in dread to show my face. 

My auctority and works are so greatly despised, 
My inventions, and all that ever I have devised 
O, 0, full -well I know the cause. 

That my estimation doth thus decay , 

The old people would believe still in my laws, 

But the younger sort lead them a contiaiy way 
They will not believe, they plainly say, 

In old traditions and made by men. 

But they will hve, as the Scriptine teacheth them 
Out, I cry, upon them, they do me open wrong, 

To bnng up then childien thus in knowledge , 
For, if they will not follow my ways, w^hen they 
are young, 

It IS hard tuimng them when they come to age 
I must needs find some means this matter to 'suage , 


1 Exit, omitted in Copland’s edition 
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I mean, to turn tlieir hearts from the Scripture 
quite, 

That in carnal pleasures they may have more 
dehght 

Well, I will go haste 1 to infect this youth 
Through the enticement of my son Hjqpocrisv, 

And woik some piopei feat to stop his mouth, 
That he ma;y lead his life carnally 
I had ne\er more need my matters to apply 

0 my child H^^pocnsy, wheie ait thou ? 

1 charge thee ot my blessing appear before me now 

[IIe7 e enter eth HYPOCKISY" 

HYPOCRISY 

0, 0, quoth he, keep again the sow , 

I come as fast as I can, I warrant you 
Where is he that hath the sow to sell 
I will gi\ e him money, it I like hei w ell 
Whether it be sow or hog, I do not greatly care, 
For by mj occupation I am a butcher 

DCVIL 

0 111 } child, how dost thou fare ? 

HYPOCRISY 

SancU amen, who have we theie ^ 

By the mass, I will bu} none of thy ware , 

Thou art a chapman for the devil 

DEVIL 

Wliat, my son, canst thou not tell, 

Who IS here, and what I am 1 

1 am tlime own father Satan 


^ Copland’s edit task 
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HYPOCRISY 

Be you so, sir ^ I cry you meicy then , 

You may say I am homely, and lack learning, 
To liken my fathei's voice unto a sow’s groanin 
But, I pi ay you, show me the cause and why, 
That you called me hither so hastily “Z 

DEVIL 

Ah, Hypocrisy, I am undone utterly 
HYPOCRISY 

Utteily undone ’ nay, stop there haidily , 

For I myself do know the contrary 
By daily experience 
Do not I yet reign abroad 
And as long as I am in the world, 

You have some treasure and substance 
I suppose I have been the flower 
In setting forth thy laws and power 
Without any delay 
By the mass, if I had not been. 

Thou haddest not been woith a Flander’s pin 
At this present day 

The time were too long now to declare. 

How many and great the number are, 

Which have deceived be , 

And brought clean from God’s law 
Unto thy yoke and awe, 

Through the enticement of me 
I have been busied since the world began, 

To graff thy laws in the heart of man, 

Where they ought to be refused 

And I have so mingled God’s commandments 

With vain zeals and blind intents, 
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That they be greatly abused 

I set up great idolatry 

With all ^ kind of filthy sodometry, 

To give mankind a fall 

And I [have] brought up such superstition, 

TJnder the name of holiness and religion, 

That deceived almost all 

As holy cardinals, holy popes, 

Holy vestments, holy copes. 

Holy hermits and friars. 

Holy priests, holy bishops. 

Holy monks, holy abbots. 

Yea, and all obstinate ^ bars 
Holy pardons, holy beads, 

Holy saints, holy images, 

With holy, holy blood. 

Holy stocks, holy stones. 

Holy clouts, holy ^ bones , 

Yea, and holy holy wood 
Hoty skins, holy bulls. 

Holy lotliets and cowls 
Holj crouches and staves, 

Holy hoods, hoh caps, 

Holy mitics, liol> hats , 

Ah good holy holy knaves 
Holy days, holy lastmgs, 

Holy twitching, holy tasting's, 

Holy visions and sights, 

Holy wax, holy lead, 

Holy water, holy biead, 

To drive away spirits 
Holy fire, holy palm, 

Holy oil, holy cream, 


^ A, Copland’s edition 
- Ahstinate^ Copland’s edition 
3 Hole, Copland’s edition 
^ OL II E 
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And holy aslie^ also ^ 

Holy brooches, holy rings, 
Holy kneehng, holy censmgs, 
And a bundled triin-trams mo 
Holy crosses, holy bells, 

Holy relics, holy jewels. 

Of mine own invention , 

Holy candles, holy tapers, 
Holy parchments, holy papeis 
Had not you a holy son 


DEVIL 

All these things, which thou hast done, 

My honour and laws hath maintained , 

But now, 0 alas * one thing is begun, ^ 

By the which my kingdom is gieatly decayed , 
I shall lese all, I am soie afraid 
Except thy help, I know right plain, 

I shall never be able to recover it again 
God’s Word is so greatly sprung up in youth. 
That he little regaideth my laws oi me , 

He telleth his paients that is veiy tiuth, 

That they of long time have deceived be 
He saith according to Chiist’s verity 
All his doings he will order and frame, 
Mortifying the flesh with the lusts of the same 


HYPOCRISY 

Ah, sirrah, there begmneth the game 
What, IS Juventus become so tame, 
To be a New Gospeller *2 


^ Begone, Copland’s edition 
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DEVir 

As fast as I do make, he doth mar , 

He hath^ followed so long the steps of Good 
Counsel, 

That Knowledge and he together doth dwell , 

For who IS so busy in every place as } outh, 

To read and declaie the manifest truth ? 

But, 0 Hypocrisy, if thou could stop his mouth, 
Thou shouldst win my heart foi e\ei 

HYPOCRISY 

What would you have me to do in the matter ? 
Show me therein your advisement 

DEVIL 

I would have thee go incontinent, 

And woik some crafty 2 feat or policy, 

To set Knowledge and him at contiovei's^ , 

And his rOiiipany thyself greatly use, 

That Uod’s ^Vo^d he may clean abuse 

HYPOCRISY 

At 'V our request I will not lefuse 
To do that thmg, which in me doth he 
Doubt ye not, but I will excuse 
Those tlnngs, winch he doth plainly deii} , 

And I ‘Will handle mj matteis so craftily. 

That, ere he cometh to man’s state, 

G-od’s Woid and his living shall be clean at tlie 
bate 


^ That, Copland’s edition 
- Cl aft, Vele’s edition 
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DEVIL 

Thou shalt have my blessing both early and late , 
And, because thou shalt all my counsel keep, 
Thou shalt call thy^ name Fiiendship 

HYPOCRISY 

By the mass, it is a name full meet 
For my proper and amiable person 

DEVIL 

0, farewell, faiewell, my son , 

Speed thy busmess, for I must be gone \Ent 2 

HYPOCRISY 

I warrant you, let me alone 
I will be with Juventus anon, 

And that, ere he be ware , 

And, i-wis, if he walk not straight, 

I will use such a sleight, 

That shall trap him in a snare 
How shall I bring this gear to pass 
I can tell now, by the mass, 

Without any more advisement 
I will infect him with wicked company. 

Whose conversation shall be so fleshly, 

Yea, able to overcome an innocent 
This wicked Fellowship 
Shall him company keep 
For a while 

And then I will bnng in 


^ My, Copland's edition 
2 Ex-vt omitted in Copland’s edition 
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Abliominable ^ Living, 

Him to beguile 

With words fair I will him *tice, 
Telling him of a girl nice, 

"Winch shall lum somewhat move , 
Abhommable Living though she be, 
Yet he shall no othei ways see, 

But she is for to love 
She shall him procure 
To hve in jDleasure, 
jAfter his own phantasy , 

And my matter to frame, 

I will call hei name 
Unkiiov en Honest} 

Tins 2 'Will I convey 
My mattei, I say, 

Somewhat handsomely , 

That, through wicked Fello'wship 
And false pietended Fiiendship, 
Youth shall Ine carnally 
Trudge, Hjpocns}, trudge ' 

Thou art a good diudge. 

To seive the devil 

It thou shouldesst he and Imk, 

And not intend thy work, 

Thy ina'stei should do full e^il 


^ Abhommable So the word is constantly spelt It is 
worth remarking, m order to fix the adjustment of a passage 
III Shakespeare’s “Love’s Labour’s Lost,” A 4, S 1 This 
lb abhommable which be would call abominable Capeli s 
edition, nearly agieeable to the quartos, or, this is ahomin 
able which w e would call abhommable So Theobald and 
Hanmer, according to the folios The *wo great and 
learned editors, Warburton and Johnson, read mce versa 
This is abominable which he vrould call abhommable, which 
destroys the poet’s humour, such as at is, who is laughing at 
such fanatical phantasms and rackers of orthography as 
affect to speak fine — Hawhtns - Thus 
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Uae entereth YOUTH, to whom HYPOCRISY 
yet speakeih 

What, Master Youth ? 

Well i-met, by my truth , 

And whither away 
You are the last man, 

Which I talked ^ on, 

I swear, by this day 
Methought by your face, 

Ere you came m place, 

It should be you 
Theiefore I did abide 
Heie in this tide^ 

For your coming, this is true 

JUVENTUS 

For your gentleness, sir, most heartily I thank you, 
But yet you must hold me somewhat excused , 

For to my simple knowledge I never knew, 

That you and I together were acquainted 
But nevertheless, if you do it renew, 

Old acquaintance will soon ® be remembered 

HYPOCRISY 

Ah, now I see well, Youth is feathered, 

And his crumbs he hath well gathered, 

Since I spake with him last , 

A poor man's tale cannot now be heard, 

As in times past 

I cry you mercy, I was somewhat bold, 

Thinlang that you mastership would 


Called, Copland’s edition 

2 Eei e in this tide omitted, Copland’s edition 

3 Some, Copland’s edition 
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But now I perceive, that promotion 
Causeth ^ both man, manners, and fashion 
Greatly for to change 

JUVENTUS 

You are to blame this ^ me to challenge , 

Foi I think I am not he, which you take me for 

HYPOCRISY 

Y’es, I ha\e known you ever since you were boie 
Your age is yet under a score, 

Winch I can well remember 

I-wis, i-wis, you and I 

Many a time have been full merry, 

When }ou weie young and tender 

jm'ENTUS 

Then, I pray \ ou," let us reason no lenger , 

But first show y oin nomination 

HYPOfiEISY 

Of my^ name to make declaration 
^ylthout any dissimulation, 

I am called Friendship 

Although I be simple and rude of fashion, 

Yet by lineage and generation 
I am nigh kin to your masteiship 


^ Canseth, Copland’s edition 
2 Thus 

® YoUf omitted m Copland’s edition 
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JXJVENltJS 

What, Fnendship 

I am glad to see that you be meiiy , 

By my tiuth, I had almost you forgot, 

By long absence brought out of memory 

HYPOCRISY 

By the mass, I love you so heartily, 

That there is none so welcome to my company 
I pi ay you, tell me whithei aie you gomg 'Z 

JIJVENTUS 

My intention is, to go hear a preaching 
HYPOCRISY 

A preaching, quod-a ah, good little one ^ 

By Clirist, she will make you cry out of the 
winning, 

If you follow her instruction so eaily in the morning 
JUVENTUS 

Full great ^ I do abhor this yoiii wicked saying , 
For, no doubt, they increase much sin and \ice 
Therefore I pray you, show not your meaning, 

For I delight not in such foolish fantasies 

HYPOCRISY 

Surely, then you are the more unwise 
You may have a spurt amongst them now and 
then, 

Why should not you, as well as othei men ^ 


^ Greatl} 
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JUVENTUS 

As for tliose filthy doings ^ I utterly detest them , 
I will hear no more of your wieked communication 

HYPOCRISY 

It I may be so bold by your deliberation. 

What will you do at a preaching ? 

JUVENTUS 

Learn some wholesome and godly teaching 
Ot the true mimster of Chn&t’s gospel 

HYPOCRISY 

Tush, what he wull say, I know right well , 

He will say that God is a good man,^ 

He can make Imn no better, and say the best he 
can 


JUVENTUS 

1 know that, but w hat then 

The more that God's Word is preached and taught, 


^ As for al those fylthc domqc^, Copland's edition 
® Shakespeare puts these \Nords, “^vith great humour into 
the mouth of Bogbeir^, in ‘‘Much ado about Nothing,” A 
3 S 8 Though the quartos and folios concui m this read 
rag, the moaerns uniformi} read, lies a good man N B — 
The old reading is le&tored bj Mi Captll 
The author seems here to ndicule the blasphemous ques 
tions discussed by the schoolmen among the Papists in his 
time, as, Whether the Pope be God or man, or a mean 
betwixt both^ &c See Archbishop ‘SVhitgift’s “Sermon 
before Queen Elizabeth ’’ 1574 Sig B2 — MauUns [In 
Germany thej^ have a similar saving at present, and at seems 
to be used in this sense God is a good person, he lets 
things take their course ] 
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The greater the occasion is to all Christian men 
To forsake their sinful hvings, both wicked, vile 
and naught 

And to repent their former evils, which they ha\e 
wrought, 

Trusting by Christ’s death to be redeemed 
And he that this doth shall never be deceived 

HYPOCRISY 

Well said, master doctor, well said f 
By the mass, we must have you into the pulpit 
I pray you be remembered, and cover your head 
For indeed you have need to keep in your vit 
Ah, sirrah, vho would have thought it. 

That youth had been such a well-learned man > 
Let me see your portous,^ gentle Sir John ’ 

JUVENTUS 

No, it IS not a book for you ^ to look on, 

You ought not to jest with God’s Testament 

HYPOCRISY 

What, man “2 I pray you be content , 

For I do nothmg else, but say my phantasy 
But yet, if you would do after my advisement, 

In that matter you should not be so busy , 

Was not your father as well-learned as ye *2 
And if he had said then as you have now done, 
I-wis he had been like to make a bum 


^ Portous, the ancient name for a Bieviary Blount 
Here it signifies the Bible — Ilawhins 
^ You omitted, Copland’s edition 
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JUVENTUS 

It were much better for me than to return 
From my faith in Christ and the profession of his 
word 


HYPOCKISY 

"\^liether is better a halter oi a cord, 

I cannot tell, I swear by God’s mother 

But I thmk^ 3.0U will have the one or the othei 

Will you lose all 3^ our friends’ good will, 

To continue in that opinion still 
Was there not as well-leained men before as 
now *2 

Yea, and bettei too, I may say to }ou ^ 

And they taught - the younger soit of people 
By the eldeis to take an example 
And if I did not love you, as nature doth me 
bind, 

You should not know* so much of m} mind 
TUVENTUS 

Whether 'svere^ I better to be ignorant and blind, 
And to be damned in hell for infidelity , 

Or to learn godly knowledge, wherein I shall find 
The right path-wa} to eternal fehcity 

HYPOCRISY 

Can you deny, but it is your duty 
Unto your elders to be obedient ^ 


^ Thynqe, Copland’s edition 
2 Thought, Copland’s edition 
® Where y Vele’s edition 



76 


LUSTY JUYENTUS 


JUYENTUS 

I grant I am bound to obey my parents 
In all things honest and lawful 

HYPOCRISY 

Lawful, quod-a ? ah, fool, fool * 

Wilt ^ thou set men to school, 

When they be old 1 
I may say to you secietly. 

The world was never merry. 

Since childien were so bold 
Now every boy will be a teacher. 

The father a fool, and the child a preacher , 

This IS pretty gear 

The foul presumption ® of youth 

Will turn shortly to great ruth, 

I fear, I fear, I fear 


JUVENTUS 

The sermon will be done, eie I can come th 
I care not greatly whether I go oi no , 

And yet for my promise, by God I swear, 
There is no remedy but I must needs go 
Of my companions there will be mo, 

And I promised them, by God’s grace, 

To meet them there as the sermon was 

HYPOCRISY 

For once breaking proimse do not you pass 
Make some excuse the matter to cease. 


1 Wtl, Copland's edition 
^ ThefQoh^reaumpUouSf Copland’s edition 
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What have they to do ? 

And you and I were, I wot ^ where, 

We would be as merry as there, 

Yea, and meriier too 

JUVENTUS 

I would gladly in ^our company go , 

But, if my companions should chance to see. 

They would report full evil by me 
And peradventure, if I should ^ it use. 

My company they would clean refuse 

HYPOCRISY 

What, are those fellows so curious, 

That yourself you cannot excuse ^ 

I will teach you the mattei to convey , 

Do what your own lust, and say as they say , 

And if you be reproved with yom o^\ n affinity , 

Bid them pluck the beam out of their own eye 
The old popish piiests mock and despise, 

And the ignorant peo])le, that believe their lies, 
Call them papist'^, hypocrites, and jommg of the 
plough , 

Face ^ out the matter, and then good enough ^ 

Let oui book at 3^our girdle be tied, 

Or else m > our bosom that he may be spied , 

And then it will be said both with youth and age, 
Yondei fellow hath an excellent Imowledge 
Tush, tush » 

I could so beat ^ the bush, 


^ 7 note wote wlierCy Copland’s edition 
^ Would, Copland’s edition 
^ Pare, Copland’s edition 
^ Beare, Copland’s edition 
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That all should be flush, 
That ever I did 


JUVENTUS 

Now, by my tiuth, you are meiiily disposed, 

Let us go thither as you think best 

HYPOCniSY 

How say you ^ shall we go to bieakfast 
Will you go to the pie-feast ^ 

Or, by the mass, if thou wilt be my guest, 

It shall cost thee nothing , 

I have a fumy caid in a place, 

That will bear a turn besides the ace, 

She puiveys now apace 
For my commg 

And if thou wnt sibber ^ as well as I, 

We shall have merry company 

And I warrant thee, if we have not a pie, 

We shall have a pudding 

JUVENTUS 

By the mass, that meat I love abo'v e all thing , 
You may draw me about the town with a pudding 2 


^ Jifhhcn, Vele’s edition 

® Tins passage will receive illustration from the following 
quotation out of Bishop Latimer’s Sermon, preached before 
King Edward the Sixth, about the year 1550 good 
fellow on a tyme bad another of hys frendcs to a hieakefast, 
and sa}ed, Y'f you wyl come, you shal be welcome , but I 
tell you afore hande, you shal haue but sclender fare, one 
dysh and that is al What is that, said he ^ A puddynge 
and nothynge els Mary, sayed he, you cannot please me 
better, of all meates that is for myne owne toth you may 
draw me round about the town with a pudding ” Sig G vii 
— Rawhns 
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HYPOCRISY 

Then you shall see my cunning 
A poor shift for a living 
Amongest poor men used is ^ 

The kind heart of hers 
Hath eased my purse, 

Many a time eie this [iZere entereth FELLOWSHIP 
FELLOWSHIP 

I inaivel greatly where Friendship ih. 

He promised to meet me here ere this time 
I besJirew Ins heart, that his ^ promise doth miss , 
And then he e sure, it shall not he mine 

HYPOCRISY 

Yes, Fellowship, that it shall be thine, 

Foi 1 ha've tarried heie this horn or twain 
And tins honest gentleman m ni} compaiiv hath 
been, 

To abide 3 oiii coming, tins thing is plain 
FELLOWSHIP 

Bj the ma«^, if 5 ou chide, I will - be gone again , 
Foi m iaith. Friendship, I may say to thee, 

I love not to be theie, where cinders be 

HYPOCRISY 

IST 0, God it imoweth, 3^ aie so full of honesty, 

As a maij -bone is full of honey 


^ TJiys, Copland's edition 
Wylt^ Tele's edition 
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But, Sirrah, I pray you, bid this gentleman wel 
come, 

For he is desirous in y our company to come 
I tell you he is a man of the light making ^ 

And one that hath excellent learning , 

At his girdle he hath such a book, 

That the Popish priests dare not in him look 
This IS a fellow for the nonce 

FELLOWSHIP 

I love him the better, by God’s ^ precious bones 
You are heartily welcome, as I may say, 

I shall desiie you of better acquaintance , ^ 

That of your company be bold I may. 

You may be sure, if in me it lie 
To do you pleasure, you should it find 
For, by the mass, I love you both with heart anti 
mind 


JUVENTUS 

To say the same to you your gentleness doth me 
bind, 

And I thank you heartily for your kindness 
HYPOCKISY 

Well ® you see this gentleman fines ^ 

Your gentleness and your kindness, 

I thank him, and I thank you , 


1 JDogSf Copland’s edition 

2 This mode of expression occurs in Shakespeare’s “Mid 
summer Night’s Dream,” A 3, S 3, needlessly altered by 
some to, I shall desire of you more acquaintance — Eawhns 

^ Original, wyl 4 Query, defines 
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And I think, if the tiuth were sought, ^ 

The one bad and the other naught, 
jN^ever a good, I make God a vow ^ 

But }et, Fellowship, tell me one thing. 

Did you see little Bess this morning 

"We sliould have our breakfast yesternight, she said 

But she hath forgotten it now, I am afraid 

FELLOWSHIP 

Her piomise shall be performed and paid , 

Foi I spake with her, since the tune I lose, 

And then she told me how the matter goeth 
We must be with her between eight and nine. 

And tlien her master and mistress will be at the 
preaclung 


JUVENTUS 

1 pui posed mjself there to have been , 

But thi^ man provoked me to the contraiy, 

And told me that we should have merry company 

FELLOWSHIP 

quod-a'^ we cannot choose but be meii} , 
Foi tlieit IS such a girl wdiere as we go, 

\Yhich will make us to^ be meiry, whether we 
wull or no 


HYPOCRISY 

The giound is the better on the which she doth go 
Fui she wull make bettei cheei -with that ^ httle 
winch she can get, 


^ We? ysoiight, CopUnd’s edition 
^ To omitted, Copland’s edition 
^ a, Copland’s edition 

\OL II F 
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Than many a^ one can with a great banket of 
meat 

JUVENTUS 

To be in her company my heait is set , 

Therefore, I pray you, let us be gone 

FELLOWSHIP 

She will come for us ^ herself anon , 

For I told her before, wheie we would stand, 

And then, she said, she would beck us with bei 
hand 


JUVENrUS 

Now, by the mass, I perceive that she is a gallant 
What, will she take pains to come foi us hithei ? 

HYPOCRISY 

Yea, I warrant you , therefore you must be lamiliai 
with her 

When she cometh in place, 

You must her embrace 
Somewhat handsomely , 

Lest she think it ® danger, 

Because you are a stranger, 

To come m your company 

JUVENTUS 

Yea,^ by God's foot, that I will be busy, 


^ A omitted, Copland’s edition 
2 For us omitted, Copland’s edition 
® She thinheth dange't, Copland’s edition 
These two lines I have given to Juventus against the 
authority of the copies,— 
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And I may say to you, I can play the knave 
secretly {Here ente) eth abhominable living ^ 

ABHOMINABLE LIVING 

Hem J come away quickly, 

The back dooi is open , ^ I dare not tarry 
Come, Fellowship, come on away * 

IIYPOCEISY 

What, Unknown Honesty ^ a word ^ 

[Draws A L aside ^ 

You shall not go yet, by God I swear , 

Heie IS none but your friends, you need not to 
fray, 

Although this strange young gentleman be here 
JUVENTUS 

1 trust, in me she will think no danger , 

For I love v ell the company of fan women 


ABHOMINABLE LIVING 

‘W'ho, 3 /Ou'Z nay, je aie such a holj man, 
That to touch one ye dare not be bold , 

I think,^ you would not kiss a young woman, 
If one vould give you twenty pound m gold 


^ The entrance of Abhominable Lmng is not mailed in 
the copies — Kauhns 
® Opned, Copland’s edition 
^ [This IS not marked in the copies ] 

^ Thyng, Copland’s edition 
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JUVENIUS 

Yes, by the mass, that I \\ould , 

I could find in my heart to kiss ;y ou in your smock 

ABHOMINABLE LIVING 

My back is broad enough to beai av ay that mock , 
For one hath told me many a time, 

That you^ have said you would use no such wanton’s 
company as mine 

JUVENTUS 

By dog’s 2 precious wounds, that was some wlioie- 
son ^ Viliam , 

I will never eat meat that shall do me good, 

Till I have cut Ins flesh, by God’s precious blood 
Tell me, I pray you, who it was, 

And I will trim the knave, by the blessed mass 

ABHOMINABLE LIVING 

Tush f as for that, do not } ou jiass , 

That whioh I told you was but for lo^ c 

HYPOCiUSY 

She did nothing else but prove, 

"\^rhether a httle ^ thing would you move 
To be angry and fret , 

What, and if one had said so ‘Z 


^ loUf Copland*^s edition 

^ Both the copies concur in this reading — HawUns [A 

common corruption of the Divine name ] 

^ UorsoUi Copland’s edition 
^ I thy Vele’s edition 
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Let such trifling matters go, 

And be good to men’s flesh for all that 

JUVENTUS [ZTe hsset/l. ABHOMINABLE LIVING ] 

To kiss her since she came, I had clean forgot 
You are welcome to my company 

ABHOMINABLE LIVING 

Sir, I thank you most heartily , 

By your kindness it doth appear 

HYPOCRISY 

What a hurly-burly is here ’ 

Smick smack, and all this gear t 
You will to tick-tack,^ I fear, 

If you 2 had time 
Well, wanton, well , 

I-wis, I can tell, 

That such smock-smell 
Will ‘^et your nose out of tune 

ABHOMINABLE LIVINO 

What, man you need not to fume, 

Seeing he is come into my company now , 

He IS as well welcome as the best of you 
And if it he in me to do him pleasiue, 

He shall have it, you may ye sure 

FELLOWSHIP 

TJien old acquaintance is clean out of favour 


^ Tale, Copland’s edition 
2 TAou, Copland’s edition 
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Lo, Friendship, this gear goeth with a sleight , 

He hath driven us twain out of conceit 

HYPOCRISY 

Out of conceit, quod-a no, no , 

I dare well say, she thmketh not so 
How say you, XJnkno-vvn Honesty 
Do not you love Fellowship and me 

ABHOMINABLE LIVING 

Yea, by the mass, I love you all thiee , 

But yet indeed, if I should say the truth, 

Amongst all other, welcome Master Youth 

JUVENTUS 

Full greatly I do delight to kiss youi pleasant 
mouth [He huseth ABHOMINABLE living 
I am not able your kindness to recompence , 

I long to talk with you secretly, therefore let us 
go hence 


ABHOMINABLE LIVING 

I agree to that , for I would not for twenty pence, ^ 
That it were known where I have been 

HYPOCRISY 

What, and it were known ? it is no deadly ^ sin 

As for my part, I do not greatly care, 

vSo that they find not your proper buttocks bare 


^ Afsleightf Copland’s edition 

® This and the following line is gi\en to Juventus in 
Copland’s edition — Hawhns 
3 It wei e no dctXy^ Copland’s edition 
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ABHOMINABLE LIVING 

iS'ow much fie upon you ' how bawdy ^ you aie ^ 
1-wis, Friendship, it mought ^ have been spoken at 
twice 

'Vniat think you, foi your saying that the people 
vill suimise'? 


JLVENIUS 

Who dare be so bold us to des|)ise 

And if I may hear a knave speak one word, 

I will lun thorough Ins cheeks with my swoid 

FELLOWSHIP 

This IS an earnest fellow, of God’s Woid ^ 

See, I pra;;^ you, how he is disposed to fight ' 

JUVENTUS 

Why should I not, and if my cause be light ^ 
What, and if a knave do m€ beguile, 

Shall I stand crouching like an o^^ 1 ^ 

No, no then you might count me a -very cov , 

I know V hat belongeth to God’s lav as v ell as you 

ABHOMINABLE LIVING 

Your wit therein greatly I do allow , 

For, and if I v ere a man, as you are, 

I would not stick to give a blow, 

To teach other knaves to beware, 

I beshrew you twice, and if you do spare, 

But lay load on the flesh, whatsoever befall, 

You have strength enough to do it with all 


^ Badi, Copland’s edition 
- Mouth, Copland’s edition 
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FELLOWSHIP 

Let US depart, and if that we shall , 

Come on, masters, we twain will go before 

JUVENTUS 

Nay, na}', my friend, stop there , 

It IS not } oil, that shall have her away. 

She shall go with me, and if she go to-day — 

HYPOCRISY 

She shall go with none of you, I dare well say 
ABHOMINABLE LIVING 

To forsake any of your company I would be vei> 
loth, 

Therefore I will follow you all three 
HYPOCRISY 

Now I beshrew his heart, that to that -will nut 
agree , 

But yet because the tune shall not seem very 
long, 

Eie we depart, let us have a merry song 


The^ sing asfolloioeth 

Why should not youth fulfil his own mind, 
As the couise of nature doth him bind^ 

Is not everything ordamed to do his kind '2 
Re^poH me to yott, re^o^t me to you 
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Do not the flowers spring fresh and gay, 

Pleasant and sweet in the month of^ May^ 

And when their time cometli, they fade away 
Report me to you^ report me to you 

Be not the trees in winter hare ^ 

Like unto their kind, such they are , 

And when they spring, their fiiiits declare 
Repo7t me to you, iepo)t me to you 

What should youth do with the fruits of age 
But hve in pleasure in his ^ passage ? 

For when age cometh, his lusts will suage 
Repmt me to you, 7epoit me to you 

Why should not youth fulfil his own mind, 

As the course of nature doth him hmd &c 

[They go foy ih 

Heie erdeyeili GOOD COUNSEL 

( ) merciful Lord, who can cease to lament, 

Or keep his heait from continual mourning, 

To see how Youth is fallen fiom thy word and 
testament,^ 

And wholl} inclmed to Abhominahle Living 
He liveth nothing accoidmg to his piofessmg/ 
But, alas ^ ins life is to thy word[^&] abusion, 
Except thy great mercy, to his utter confubion 
0, where is now^ the godly conveisation, 


^ 0/ omitted, Copiand^s edition 
27iys, Copland’s edition 
^ And testament omitted, Copland’s edition 
* Profession, Copland’s edition 
® Now omitted, Copland’s edition 
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Which should be among the professors^ of tlij 
word f 

0, w’here may a man find now one faithful con- 
gregation, ^ 

That is not infected with dissension or discord ? 

Or amongst whom are all vices utterly abhorred ’ ^ 
0, where is the brotherly love between man and 
man * 

We may lament the time our vice began 
0, where is the peace and meekness, long suffering 
and temperance, 

Which are the frmts of God’s holy spint 1 
With whom is the flesh brought undei obedience, 
Or who readeth the scripture with intent to follow 
it '2 

WTio useth not now covetousness and deceit 
Who giveth unto the poor that which is due 
I think, in this world few that live now 
0, where is the godly example, that parents should 
give 

Unto their young family by godly and virtuous 
living ? 

Alas f how wickedly ^ do they themselves live, 
Without any fear of God or his righteous threaten- 
ing » 

They have no respect unto the dreadful reckoning, 
Which shall be required of us, when the Lord shall 
come, 

As a rightful judge at the day of doom 
0, what a joyful sight was it for to see, 

When Youth began God’s word to embrace ^ 

Then he promised Godly Knowledge and me, 


^ Both the copies read professour — Jfawlins 
® Congregation omitted, Copland’s edition 
* Abhord utterly ^ Copland’s edition 
^ Wicked^ Copland’s edition 



LUSrY Jtn^ENIUS 


91 


That from our instruction he ^ ould nevei turn liis 
face , 

But now he walketh, alas ^ m the ungodly’s chase » 
Heaping sin upon sin, ^uce upon vice 

\Bei e entei eth JUVENTUS 
He that liveth most ungodly is counted ino^t wise — 

Jin^ENTUS 

^Vho is here playing at the dice 
I heard one speak ot cinque ^ and sice , - 
His ^oids did me entice 
Hither to come 


GOOD GOraSEL 

Ah, Fouth, Youth, whithei dost thou rim ^ 

Greatly I do bewail thy miserable estate , 

The ternble plagues, v Inch in God’s law aie wiitteii, 
Hang o\ ei thy head both eail} and late 
0 fleshly Capeiuite, stubborn and obstinate 
Thou had^st iie\er forsake Chiist, tin Saviour and 
King, 

Than thj fleshly swinish lusts and abliominable 
living 


JUVENTUS 

"What, old w horeson, art thou a-chidmg 
1 will play a spurt, why should I not ^ 

1 set not ^ a mite thy checking 


^ Jmentus coming in. and hearing imperfectly the words 
mi and vice, verj naturally mistakes them for terms used 
at dice we may presume, therefore, that the genuine 
reading should be cinque and me —Hawlins 
* Vyce, Copland’s edition 
^ Not omitted, Copland’s edition 
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What hast thou to do, and if I lose my coat ^ 

I will trill the hones, while I have one groat , 

And, when there is no more ink in the pen,^ 

I will make a shift, ^ as well as other men 

GOOD COUNSEL 

Then I perceive you have foi gotten clean 
The piomise, that you made unto Knowledge and 
me 

You said such fleshly frmts should not he seen , 
But to God’s word your hfe should agree 
Full true he the words of the prophet Hose, 

No verity nor knowledge of God is now in the 
land, 

But ahhominahle vices hath gotten the uppei 
hand 


JUVENTUS 

Your mind therein I do well understand 
You go about my living to despise. 

But ;^ou will not see the beams in your own ejes 

GOOD COUNSEL 

The devil hath you deceived, which is the authoi 
of lies, 

And trapped® you in his snare of wicked H>po- 
ciisy, 

Therefore all that ever you do devise, 

Is to maintain your fleshly hherty 


^ [An indelicate figure, whicli occurs in jest books and 
other earl} literature ] 

^ Shy/e^ Copland’s edition 
3 Ti ajfie, Copland’s edition 
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JUVENTUS 

I marvel, why you do this ^ lepiove me , 

Wherein do I my life abuse ? 

GOOD COUNSEL 

Youl vhole conveisatioii I may well accuse, 

As m my conscience just occasion I find , 
Theiefoie be not offended although I expiess 1113 
mind 

JU\"ENTUS 

By the mass, if thou tell not truth, I ivill not b( 
behind 

To touch you as well again 

GOOD COUNSEL 

Foi this thing most chiefly I do complain - 
Hit's e }oii not professed the hnov ledge of Chiist’s 
gospf‘1 2 

And 3 ct, I think, no more ungodliness doth reign 
In ail}' vutked heathen, Tuik, 01 infidel, 

Who can devise that sin or e^il, 

That 3 oil practise not from day to da} ^ 

Yea, and count it notlnng but a jest or a jilay 
Alas ' what 't^antonness remaiiieth in jour fiesh * 
How desnoas are j^ou to accomplish youi o'wn vill ' 
WTiat ideasiue and dehght ha^ e jou m '^uckedness ' 
How diligent aie j'ou j'om lusts to fulfil J 
St Paul saith, that you ought } our fieshlj lusts to 
kill 

But unto Ins teachmg youi life je "will not frame 
Theiefore m yarn you beai a Christian name 


1 Tims 


Com<playe^ Copland’s edition 
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Read the Five to the Galatians, and there you 
shall see, 

That the flesh rehelleth against the s]iirit, 

And that your own flesh is your^ most utter- 
enemy, 

If in your soul’s health you do delight 
The time were too long now to recite, 

Wliat whoredom, uncleanness, and filthy com* 
mumcation 

Is dispersed with youth in every congiegation 
To speak of pride, envy, and abhommable oaths. 
They are the common practices of youth, 

To avance your flesh, you cut and jag } oui clothes, 
And yet ye are a gieat gospeller in the mouth 
What shall I say foi this blaspheming ^ the truth ^ 
1 will show you what St Paul doth declaie 
In his Epistle to the Hebrews and the tentli 
chapter 

For him, saith he, which doth willingly sin oi 
consent, 

After he hath received the knowledge of tlie 
venty, 

Eemaineth no more sacrifice, but a fearful looking 
for judgment, 

And a terrible ^ fiie, w^hich shall consume the advei- 
sary , 

And Christ saith that this blasphemy 
Shall never be pardoned nor forgiven 
In this world, nor in the world to come 

JUVENTUS [Ee heth down] 

Alas, alas ^ what have I wrought and done f 


^ Ou7, Copland’s edition 

2 Veter, Copland’s edition 

3 Plasphemynff, Copland’s edition 

4 Tmble, Copland’s edition 
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Here m this place I will fall down desperate ^ 

To ask for mercy now, I know, it is too late 
Alas, alas ' that ever I was begat f 
I would to God I had nevei been born ' 

All faithful men, that behold this ^ etched state, 
May very justly laugh me to scorn , 

They may say, my time I have evilsxient and 
worn, 

Thus in my first age to work my own destruction 
In the eternal pains is my part and portion 

GOOD COUNSEL 

Why, Youth, art thou fallen into desperation ^ 
What, man, pluck up thine heait, and rise, 
Although thou see nothing now but thy condemna- 
tion, 

Yet it may idease God again to open th> e;es 
Ah, V retched creature, %vhat cloest thou smmi&e I 
Thmkest not that God’s merc> doth exceed thy sin ^ 
Eemember hi% Merciful Promises, and conifoit th} - 
self m him 


JUWEMUS 

U sir, this state is so imseiable, the -whirh I lie in 
That my comfort and hope from me is sepaiated 
I would to God I had never been * 

Woe vorth the time, that ever I was cieated ’ 

GOOD COUNSEL 

Ah, frail 2 vessel, unfaithful and faint-hearted, 
Doest thou thmk that God is so merciless. 

That vhen the sinner doth repent, and is comerted, 
That he will not fulfil his merciful promises 


^ 7/^9, Tele's edition 
^ Fau, Copland’s ed 
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JUVENTUS 

Alas, sir ’ I am in such heaviness, 
That his promises I cannot remember 


GOOD COUNSEL 

In th.} wickedness continue no lenger , 

But tiust m the Lord 'without any feai, 

And his Merciful Promises shall shoitiy appeal 

JUVENTUS 

I would believe, if I might them heai, 

With all my heart, power and mind 

GOOD COUNSEL 

The living God hath him hither assigned 
Lo, where he cometh even here by, 

Therefoie mark Ins saymgs diligently 

[Ee7e enteieth GOD’S MERCIFUL PROMISES 
Tlie Lord, by his prophet Ezekiel, saith in this 
wise plainly, 

As in the thirty-third chaptei it doth appear 
Be converted, 0 ye children, and turn unto me, 
And I shall remedy the cause of your depaiture , 
And also he saith m the eighteenth chaptei, 

I do not dehght m a sinner’s death, 

But that he should conveit and li>e thus the Loid 
saith 


JUVENTUS 

Then must I give neither credit noi faith 
Unto St Paul’s saymg, which this man did allege 
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gob’s merciful promises 

Yes, you must credit them according unto know 
ledge , 

For St Paul speaketh of those which lesist the 
truth by violence, 

And so end their lives without lepentance 
Thus ^ Saint Augustme ^ doth them define, 

It unto the Lord’s word you do youi ears inchne, 
And observe these things winch he hath com 
manded, 

This sinful state, in the which ^ou have lam, 

Shall be forgotten and never more remembered 
And Christ Inmself in the gospel hath promised, 
That he, winch m him unfeignedly doth behetc, 
Although he were dead, yet shall he live 

JUVENTUS [Ilermth] 

These romfortable sa}ungs doth me greatly nioi t 
To arise from this wi etched place 

god’s i^iercifll promises 

For me lii'i mercy sake thou slialt obtain Ins gracf , 
And not foi thine own desertes, this must thou know 
For m'v sake alone e shall receive solace , 

Foi sake alone, he will thee mercy show 
Theielore to Inm, as it is most due, 

Give most hearty thanks with heait unfeigned, 
Wiose name for evermore be praised 

GOOD COUNSEL 

The prodigal son, as in Luke we read. 

Winch in -vncious hving Ins good doth waste, 


^ This, Veie’s edition ® Avsti.ie, Copland’s edition 
YOh II G 
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As soon as his living he had remembered, 

To confess his wretchedness he was not aghast , 
Wherefore his father lovingly him embrac’d, 

And was ^ right joyful, the text saith plain, 
Because his son was returnen ^ again 

JUVENTUS 

0 sinful flesh, thy pleasures are but vain 
Now I find it true, as the scripture doth say. 
Broad ^ and pleasant is the path which leadeth 
unto pain, 

But unto eternal life full nariow is the way ^ 

He that is not led by God’s spirit surely goeth 
astray , 

And all that ever he doth shall be clean abhorred , 
Although he brag and boast never so much of 
God's word 

0 subtle Satan, full deceitful is thy snare , 

Who is able thy falsehood to disclose *2 
What IS the man, that thou docst favoui or spaie 
And doest not ^ tempt him eternal joys to lose ^ 
Not one in the world, smely I suppose 
Therefore happy is the man, which doth truh 
wait. 

Always to refuse thy deceitful and ciafty bait 
When I had thought to live most cliristianly. 

And followed the steps of Knowledge and Gootl 
Counsel, 

Ere I was aware, thou haddest deceived me, 


^ jIs, Copland’s edition 
- Retuined, Vele’s edition 
^ Boide, Tele’s edition 

^ Mr Gai rick’s copy is imperfect, and ends at this mark 
— Hawkins 
'' Mot^ A’'ele’s edition 
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And bi ought me into the path, -which leadetli unto 
hell 

And of an earnest professor of Christ’s gospel 
Thou madest me an hypocrite, blind and per\ert, 
And from virtue unto vice thou hadst clean turned 
my heart 

First, by hyjiocrisy thou didest me move, 

The mortification of the flesh clean to forsake, 

And wanton desires to embrace and love , 

Alas ^ to think on it my lie^rt doth } et quake 
Under the title of Friendship to me }e spake, 

And so to -wicked Fellov ship did me bring, 

Which brought me clean to Abhommahle LiMiig 
Thus, I say, Satan did me deceive, 

And vTapped me m sin man> a fold , 

The f^teps of Good Counsel I did forsake and 
lea\e, 

And forgot the words which before to me he 
told 

The fruits of a true chiistian m me waxed cold , 

1 followed mine own lu^ta, tlie flesh 1 did not 
tame, 

And had them m derision which would nofc do tl*( 
same 

Yet it hath jjleased God of his endless mercy 
To gi\e me respite my life to amend , 

Fiom the bottom of my heart I lepent m} im- 
qiiity, 

I will walk 111 his laws unto my life’s end 
From his holy oidmance I mil ne'vei descend, 

But my whole dehght shall he to Ine therein, 
Utterly abhorring all filthmess and sin 
^AU OhrisUan people winch be heie present. 

May lea) ti by me hypoensy to know , 


^ The following lines being torn are filled up by con 
jeeture the ’woids printed in ttalue —‘Haulms 
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Wzl/i Tihich tlie devil, as with a poison mobt 
pestilent, 

Daily seeketh all men to overthiow 
Credit not all things unto the outward show, 

But try them mth God’s word, that squire ^ and 
lule most just, 

Which never deceiveth them, that in him put 
their trust 

Let no flattering friendship, noi yet wicked com- 
pany, 

Persuade you in no wise God’s word to abuse , 

But see that you stand steadfastly unto the veiity, 
And according to the rule theieof your doings 
frame and use. 

Neither kindred nor fellowshiii shall you excuse, 
W^'hen you shall appeal before the judgment seat, 
But your own secret conscience shall then give an 
audit 

All you that be young, whom I do now repiesent, 
Set your delight botli day and night on Christ’s 
Testament 

If pleasure you tickle, be not fickle, and suddenh 
slide, 

But m God’s fear everywheie see that you abide 
In your tender age seek for knowledge, and aftei 
wisdom run, 

And in your old age teach youi family to do as 
you have done 

Your bodies subdue unto virtue, dehght not lu 
vanity , 

Say not, I am young, I shall hve long, lest youi 
days shortened be 

Do not inchne to spend your time in wanton toys 
and nice, 


^ Square 
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For idleness doth increase much wickedness and 
vice 

Do not delay the time, and say, my end is not 
near, 

For with short warnmg the Lord coming shall 
suddenly appear 

God give us grace, his word to embiace, and to 
live thereafter. 

That by the same his holy name may be praised 
ever 


GOOD COUNSEL. 

Now let us make our supplications together 
For the prosperous estate of our noble and virtuous 
king,i 

That m his godly proceedmgs he may still persevere. 
Which seeketh the glory of God above all othei 
thing 

0 Lord, endue his heart with true undei standing, 
And gne him a piosperous life long ovei us to 
reign, 

To govern and rule his people as a oithy captain 
TWENTUS 

Also let us pi ay loi all the nobility of this lealm , 
And, namely, for those whom his- grace hatli 
authorised 

To maintain the public wealth over us and them, 
That they may see his gracious acts published , 
And that they, being truly admonished 
By the complaint oi them vliich are wrongfully 
oppressed. 

May seek reformation, and see it redressed 


^ Ed^\a^d YI 


^ h, Tele’s edition 
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GOOB COUNSEL 

Then shall tins land enjoy gieat quietness and re^t 
And give unto God most lieaity thanks theiefoie 
To whom he honoui, iDiaise, and glorj foi evei 
more ^ 


^ [The colophon of Vele’s edition Finis quod B 
Wever Imprinted at London in Paules church e yeard, 
Abraham Vele, at the sygne of the Lambe Of Copland’s 
edition, besides the Garrick cop}, there is a second formerlv 
Heber’s, in the Devonshire collection ] 
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EDITION 

A new Enterlued for Chyldien to jplaye named lade 
lugeler hoik wytte and miy play sent Newly Impi ented 


The Playeis* Names 

Mayster Boungj ace, A Galant 

Dame Ooije, A Gentleicoman 

Jacke Iitgele), Tkevyce 

lenkin Caieway, A Lackey 

Ales trype and go, AN 


[Golophon'l Imprinted at London in Lothhmy hj 
me Wyllyam Copland 4t0y black letter 

Beneath the players’ names occurs a woodcut, ot 
which we annex a facsimile 




INTRODUCTION. 

[Some account of this piece may be found in Hasle- 
wood’s Preface, ‘which precedes our text of “ Thersites ” 
It may be added, that whatever shortcomings may be 
apparent in these productions from a literary and dra- 
matic point of view, they are h} no means devoid of a 
lair share of shre'wd humour and pointed \ivacity, and 
are, moreover, not unimportant contributions, especialh 
when their early date is considered, to the illustration 
of manners^ I he low -comic view predominates in most 
ol them, and we meet -with occasional grossnesses winch, 
far as “Jack Juggler” itself is concerned, axe the 
more remarkable when it is recollected that the per- 
formance was presented by youths In none of these 
ruder specimens of the drama is an^ distribution to be 
lound into acts and scenes , nor is it invariably clear 
how the entrances and eiits were introduced 
As to the groundwork of this inteilude, IVIr Child 
observes — 


^ [“Four Old Plays,” 1848, 9-12] 
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^ Plautus’s tragi-comedy of ‘ Ampin tryoii’ Ins l)oen 
peihaps more popular on the modem stage than aii\ 
other ancient play It is the groundrv ork of one of tli< 
best comedies of the great Moli^ie, and of a once fivour 
ite English diama, -which Sii Waltei Scott, iii an intro- 
tliiction not everywhere distinguished bv his usual 
judgment, st;ylcs ‘one of the happiest cflusions oi 
Drydeii’s comic muse’ It has been several tiine^ 
tianslated into our tongue, and bv Ponnell Thornton, 
with an elegance, spnit, and correctness that leave 
nothing to be desired 

“ This is not the place to expatiate on the meiits ot 
the Latin pla^ , but the assertion inav be hazarded 
without much risk, that both the original and Thorn- 
ton’s version are, taken as wholes, considerably superioi 
to any of the imitations Indeed, the character ot 
Alcmena, as diawn by Plautus, so truly innocent, 
simple, and lov ing, her distress on being suspected bv 
her husband, and his agony at hnduig her, as he be- 
lieves, dishonest, immediately suggest, as the accom- 
plished translator has observed, a not discrechtabk 
comparison with our ‘ Othello ’ We may add, too, that 
the conclusion of the fourth act, where Amphitryon, 
‘ perplexed m the extreme,’ and def^ ing the gods in the 
intensity of his despair, rushes to the house to wieak 
his vengeance on his family, and is struck down bv 
lightning, rises to grandeur, almost to subhniit} , and 
must produce immense dramatic eflect m the lepiesen- 
tation Very little of this sort of thing appears in the 
modern play What Dryden has made of Alcmena w ill 
he understood, when we observe that he adapted her to 



INTRODUCTION 


107 


the stanclaid of contemporary taste Yet Scott lias 
stiangely said, that, ‘in the scenes of a higher cast, 
Diyden far outstrips both the French and Eoman 
poet f ^ 

“ The readei will not find any such important chai- 
ticteis as gods and generals m the cliama before him 
‘ Jack Juggler’ can hardly be called an imitation of the 
comedy of Plautus It is the play of ‘Amphitiyon’ 
without the part of Amphitryon, and resembles more 
than anytlimg else one of those pieces made uj) of the 
coimc portions of plays, which used to he called ‘ drolls ’ 
In fact, ‘ Jack Juggler’ is a caricatuie even of the comic - 
parts All dignity is stripped from the characters, 
i\ery ridiculous feature is much exaggerated, and 
the language and incidents are mgeniously vulgarized 
to reduce everythmg to the grotesque, the quaintness 
ot the expressions greatly heightening the efiect to i 
modern reader The anuable Alcmena becomes i 
‘ verie cursed shrew ’ General Amphitryon sinks into 
hlastei Eoungiace, a commonplace ‘ gentilman,’ some 
what subject, iv e suspect, to being imposed upon by Ins 
w ife and ser\ ants Bromia, the insignificant and w ell- 
conducted attendant, is changed into the smart and 
malicious Aulsoon tripe and goo 

“ There is no pioper plot to the piece, the whole 
action consisting in getting Jenkin Carea’v^aie into as 
much trouble as possible, when he is left to go to bed 
with aching bones, and wishmg had luck to his second 
self He does not get off \Mtli a beating from Jack and 
his master The servant-maid lends her tongue, and 
her mistress both tongue and hand, for the amusement 
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of the spectators and the revenge of Jack Jugglci, 
Those who are acq^uainted with the tedious peifonu- 
ances of those times wull recognise wuth pleasure au 
uncommon raciness and spirit in this little inteilude 
The lines are rude, hut sharp and hold, and Dame Coj^e 
may e\en he called a well-drawn and oiigmal chai- 
acter 

“In Mr Wright’s ‘Early Mysteries, and othei Latin 
Poems of the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries/ will 
he found a rather clever and once very popular poem, 
founded on ‘Amphitryon/ the ‘ Geta’ of Vital of Blois 
Amphitryon in this is a student of Greek learning, and 
the awkw^ardness of Akmena’s situation, alter Jupitei’s 
visit IS got over, hy her assuiing her confiding husband 
that she thinks the whole affair must have been a 
dream ” 
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THE PEOLOGIJE 

Interpo7ie tuu %nterdum gaudia curts^ 

Vt posszs ammo quemvis siifferre lahorem 
Do any of you know what Latin is this ? 

Or else would you have an Expositorem 
To declare it in English per semum plamoi em ? 

It IS best I speak English, or else within a while 
I may peicase mine own self with my Latin be 
guile 

The tv 0 ■s erses, which I lehearsed before, 

I find mitten iii the Book of Cato the wise 
Among good precepts of living a thousand nioie, 
Which to follow there he doth all men avise 
And they may be Enghshed briefly m this wise 
Among thy caieful business use sometime mirth 
and joy, 

That no bodily work thy wits break or 'noy 

For the mind (saith he), in seiious matters occupied, 
If it have not some quiet mirth and recreation 
Interchangeable adnuxed, must needs be soon 
weaned, 
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And (as who should say) tiied through continuai 
operation 

Of labour and business without relaxation 
Therefore intermix honest mirth m such wise 
That your strength may be lefreshed, and to 
labours suffice 


For as meat and drink, natural rest and sleep, 

For the consen^ation and health of the body, 

Must needs be had, so the mind and wits to keep 
Pregnant, fresh, industrious, quick and lusty. 
Honest mirth and pastime is requisite andnecessar) 
For, Qmd caret aliema reqriie durahile non est 
Nothing may endure (saith Ouid) without some 
rest 


Example proof hereof in earth is w^ell found. 
Manifest, open, and very evident , 

For except the husbandman suffer his ground 
Sometimes to rest, it woll bear no fruit -veia 
ment , 

Therefore they let the field he eveiy second "yeai 
To the end that, after rest, it may the bettei corn 
beai 


Thus then (as I have said) it is a thing natuial, 
And naturally belonging to all living cieatures. 
And unto man especially above otheis all. 

To have at times convement pastance, mirth and 
pleasures, 

So they be joined with honesty, and kept within 
due measures , 

And the same well allowed not only the said Cato, 
But also the Philosophers, Plutarch, Socrates, and 
Plato 
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And Cicei o Tullius, a man sapient and ise, 

Willeth the same, in that Ins first book, 

Which he wrote and entitnled of an honest maiiV 
office 

Who so IS disposed thereupon to look, 

Where to define and affirm he boldly on him 
took. 

That to hear interludes is pastime convement 

For all manner men, and a thing congruent 

He reckoneth that namely as a very honest dis- 
port. 

And above all other thmgs commendeth the old 
comedy. 

The hearing of which may do the mind comfort , 

For they be replemshed with precepts of philo 
sophy 

They contain much wisdom, and teach prudent 
policy , 

And though they be all writers of matters of none 
importance, 

Yet they show great wit, and much pretty con- 
\ e} ance 


And in this manner of making Plautus did excel, 
As recordeth the same Tullius, commending ]uin 
by name 

Wherefore this maker delighteth passingly well 
To follow his aiguments, and draw out the same, 
For to make at seasons convenient jiastmies, miith 
and game 

As now he hath done this matter, not worth an 
oyster shell, 

Except percase it shall fortune to make you laiifi:h 
well 
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And for that purpose only this maker did it write, 
Taking the ground thereof out of Plautus fiist 
comedy 

And the first sentence of the same ^ foi higher 
things indite 

In no wise he would, foi yet the time is so queasy , 
That he that speaketh best, is least thank-worthy 
Therefore, sith nothing but trifles may be had, 

You shall hear a thing that only shall make you 
merry and glad 

And such a tiifling matter, as when it shall be done, 
Ye may report and say ye have heaid nothing 
at all 

Therefore I tell you all, before it be begun, 

That no man look to hear of matters substantial, 
Nor matteis of any gravity either gieat or small 
For this maker showed us that such manner tlnngs 
Do never well beseem little boys’ handlings 

Wherefore, if ye will not sourly yoiii brows bend 
At such a fantastical conceit as this, 

But can be content to hear and see the en<l, 

I well go show the Players what youi ideasuie is 
Which to wait upon you I know be ready eie tins 
I woll go send them hithei into youi inesence, 
Desiring that they may have quiet audience 


JACK JUGGLER 

Our Lord of heaven and sweet Saint John 
Eest you merry, my masters everychone , 

And I pray to Christ and sweet Samt Stephen 
Send you all many a good e'ven f 



JACK JUGGLEK II > 

And you too, sir, and ;^ou, and you ako, 

(rood even to you an bundled times and a tlioubcind 
mo 

Now by all these crosses of flesh, bone, and bloiKl, 
I leckon my chance light marvellous good, 

Here now to find all tins company, 

Which in my mind I wished lor heartil;^ , 

For I have laboured all da]^, till I am wear}, 

And now am disposed to pass the time, and be 
meriy 

And I think none of you, but he would do the 
same, 

For who woll be sad, and needeth not, is foul to 
blame , 

And as for me, of my mother I have been taught 
To be merry when I may, and take no thought 
Winch lesson I bare so well away, 

That I use to make merry once a day 
And now, if all things happen right. 

You shall see as mad a pastime this night. 

As you saw tins seven years, and as piopei a toy 
As e^ er you saw played of a boy 
I am called Jack Juggler of many an one, 

And in faith I woll play a juggling cast anon 
1 woll conjure the nowl,^ and God befoie ^ 

Or else let me lese my name for eveimoie 
I have it devised, and compassed how. 

And what ways I woll tell and show to you 
You all know well Master Bongiace,^ 

The gentleman that dwelleth here m this place? 
And Jenkm Careaway his page, as cuised a lad. 
And as ungiacions as ever man had, 

An unhappy wage, and as foolish a knave wuthal, 
As any is now wathin London wall 


^ [Mr Child printed moull ] 

^ A fanciful name See HaUiweirs Diet , v Bonegrace 
VOL II H 
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This Jenkm and I been fallen at gieat debate 
For a matter, that fell between us a-late , 

And hitherto of him I could nevei revenged be, 
For his master mamtameth him, and loveth not 
me , 

Albeit, the very truth to tell, 

Nother of them both knoweth me not very well 
But against all other boys the said gentleman 
Mamtameth him all that he can 
But I shall set little by my wit, 

If I do not Jenkm this night lequite 
Ere I sleep, Jenkm shall be met, 

And I trust to come partly out of his debt , 

And when we meet again, if this do not suffice, 

I shall pay Jenkm the residue m my best ^vl&e 
It chanced me right now in the other end of the 
next street 

With Jenkm and his master in the face to meet 
I abode there a while, playing for to see 
At the bucklers, as well became me 
It was not long time , but at the last 
Back cometh my cousin Careaway homeward full 
fast 

Pricking, prancing, and springing in his shoit coat, 
And pleasantly singing with a merry note 
Whither away so fast tarry a while, said one 
I cannot now, said Jenkm, I must needs be gone 
My master suppeth hereby at a gentleman's place. 
And I must thither fetch my dame, Mistress Bon- 
grace 

But yet, ere I go, I care not much 

At the bucklers to play with thee one fair touch 

To it they went, and played so long, 

Till J enlon thought he had wrong 
By Cock's precious podstick, I will not home this 
night, 
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Within half an hour, oi somewhat less, 

Jenkin left playing, and went to fetch Ins mistress 
But by the way he met with a fruiterer's wife 
There Jenkin and she fell at such strife 
For snatchmg of an apple, that down he cast 
Her basket, and gathered up the apples fast, 

And put them in his sleeve, then came he his way 
By another lane, as fast as he may , 

Till he came at a corner by a shop's stall, 

Where boys were at dice, faring at all , 

When Careaway with that good company met, 

He fell to farmg withouten let, 

Forgetting his message, and so did he fare, 

That when I came by, he gan swear and stare, 
And full bitterly began to curse, 

As one that had lost almost all in his purse 
For I know his old guise and condition, 

Never to leave, till all his money be gone 
For he hath no money but what he doth steal, 

And that woll he play away every deal 
I passed by, and then called unto my mind 
Certain old reckonings, that were behind 
Between Jenkin and me, whom partly to recom- 
pense 

I trust by God’s grace, ere I go hence 
This garments, cape, and all other gear, 

That now you see upon me here, 

I have done on all like unto his 
For the nonce , and my purpose is 
To make Jenkin beheve, if I can, 

That he is not himself, but another man 
For except he hath better luck than he had, 

He woll come hither stark staling mad 
"WTien he shall come, I woll handle my captive so 
That he shall not well wot whither to go 
His mistress, I know, she woll him blame, 

And his master also will do the same , 
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Because that she of her supper deceived is, 

For I am sure they have all supped by this 
But, and if Jenkin would hither lesoit, 

I trust he and I should make some spoit, 

If I had sooner spoken, he would ha\e soonei been 
here, 

For me seemeth I do his \ oice lieai 
CAREAWAY 

Ah, sir, I may say I have been at a feast 
I have lost tv o shilhngs and sixpence at the least 
Marry, sir, of this gams I need make no boast , 
But, the de^ il go with all, more have I lost ’ 

My name is Careaway, let all soirow pass * 

I well ere to-morrow night be as rich as ever I vas , 
Or at the furthest withm a day oi twain 
My master’s purse shall pay me again 
Therefore ho f Careaway, now woll I sing hei, Im f 
But, by the Lord, now I remember another thing 
By my faith, Jenkm, my mistress and thou 
Are hke to agree — God knoweth how — 

That thou comest not for her mcontment, 

To brmg her to supper, when thou were sent 
And now they have all supped, thou wolt surel} 
abi 

Except thou imagine some pretty and crafty he 
For she is, as all other women be, 

A very cursed shrew, by the blessed Trinity, 

And a very devil, for if she once begin 
To fight or chide, in a week she woll not hn , 

And a great pleasure she hath specially now of 
late 

To get poor me now and then by the pate , 

For she is an angry piece of flesh, and soon dis- 
pleased, 

Quickly moved, but not lightly appeased 
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We use to call her at home Dame Coy, 

A pretty gingerly piece, God save her and St Loy ’ 
As dainty and nice as an halfpenny-worth of silvei 
spoons, 

But vengeable melancholy m the afternoons 
She useth for her bodily health and safeguard 
To chide daily one fit to supperward , 

And my master himself is worse than she, 

If he once thoroughly angered be 
And a maid we have at home, Alison Trip-and-go . 
Not all London can show such other two 
She simpereth, she pranketh, and jetteth without fail. 
As a peacock that hath spread and showeth her 
gay tail 

She mmceth, she bndleth, she swimmeth to and fro 
She treadeth not one hair awry, she trippeth like 
a doe 

Abroad in the street, going or coming homeward 
She quaveretli and warbleth, hke one in a galliaid, 
Every joint m her body and every part 
0, it is a jolly wench to mince and divide a fart 
She talketh, she chatteth like a pie all day, 

And speaketli hke a parrot popinjay, 

And that as fine as a small silken thread, 

Yea, and as high as an eagle can fly for a need 
But it IS a spiteful lying girl, and never well, 

But when she may some ill tale by me tell , 

She woll, I wairant you, anon at the fiist 
Of me imagme and say the woist, 

And whatsoever she to my mistress doth say, 

It IS written in the gospel of the same day 
Therefore I woll heie with myself devise 
What I may best say, and in what wise 
I may excuse this my long tarrying, 

That she of my negligence may suspect nothing 
For if the fault of this be found in me, 

I may give my life for halfpennies three 
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\Ihc cogitahundo sirmhs sedeat ] 

Let me study this month, and I shall not find 
A better device than now is come to my miiid 
Mistress, woll I saj., I am bound by my duty 
To see that your womanhood ha^ e no injury , 

Foi I hear and see more than you now and then, 
And yourself partly know the wanton viles ot 
men 

When we came yonder, theie did I see 
My master kiss gentlewomen two or three, 

And to come among otheis me-thought I see,^ 

He had a mar\ellous great phantasy 

Anon he commanded me to run thence for j-ou, 

To come sup there, if you would , but (I wot not 
how) 

My heart giudged, mistrusting lest that I, being 
away, 

My master would some light cast plaj , 
Whereupon, mistress, to see the end, 

I tarried half supper-time, so God me mend ^ 

And, besides that there was such othei compan} 
As I know your mistress-ship setteth nothing by , 
Gorgeous dames of the court and gallants also, 
With doctors and other rufiiers mo 
At last when I thought it time and season 
I came to certify you, as it was reason , 

And by the way -whom should I meet 
But that most honest gentleman in the street, 
Which the last week was with you heie. 

And made you a banket and bouncing cheer 
Ah, Jenkin, quod he, good speed » how farest thou ^ 
Mairj", well, God yield it you, master, quod I 
how do you *2 

How doth thy mistress ^ is she at home ** 

Yea, sir, quod I, and sujipeth all alone , 


^ Old copy, hy9^e 
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And but she hath no manner good cheer, 

I am sure she would gladly have you theie 
I cannot come now, said he, I have business , 

But thou shalt carry a token from me to thy 
mistiess 

Go with me to my chamber at yon lane-end, 

And I woll a dish of costards unto her send 
I followed him, and was bold, by your leave, 

To receive and bring them here in my sleeve 
But I would not for all England, by Jesus Christ, 
That my master Bongrace hereof wist, 

Oi knew that I should any such gear to you bring, 
Lest he misdeem us both in some worse thing , 

Nor show him nothing of that I before said. 

For then indeed, sir, I am arrayed ^ 

If you do, I may nothing hereafter unto you tell, 
Whether I see my master do ill or well 
But 2 if you now this counsel keep, 

I woll ease you perchance twice m a week , 

You may say you were sick, and your head did ache 
That you lusted not this night any suppei make, 
Specially without the doors , but thought it best 
To abide at home and take your rest , 

And I will to my master to bring him home, 

For you know he woll be angry, if he come alone 
This woll I say and face it so well. 

That she shall believe it every deal 

How say you, friends, by the arms of Eobin Hood, 

Woll not this excuse he reasonable good? 

To muse for any better great tolly it is , 

For I may make sure reckoning of this 
That, and if I would sit stewing this seven year, 

I shall not else find how to save me all clear 


^ Disconcerted, put out in my plans 
may 

^ Original reads that 


See Halliwell, v 
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But if thou come from that gate, thou knave, 

I well fet thee by the sweet lockb,^ so God me 
save ’ 


JENKIN CAREAWAY 

Woll the whoreson fight indeed, by mine honesty ? 
I know no quarrel he hath to me , 

But I would I weie within the house, 

And then I would not set by him a louse , 

Foi I fear and mistrust such quarreling thieves 
See, how he begmneth to strike up his sleeves ^ 

JACK JUGGLER 

His arse niaketh buttons now, and who lusteth to 
feel, 

Shall find his heart creeping out at his heel, 

Or else lying hidden in some coiner of his hose, 

If it be not ahead}" dropped out of his nose 
For, as I doubt not but you have heard hefome, 

A more dastaid coward knave wa^ never bom. 

JENKIN CAREAWAY 

The devil set the house a-fire ’ I trow it is accurst ^ 
When a man hath most haste, he speedeth worst 
If I be robbed oi slam, oi any harm get, 

The fault i% in them, that doth not me in let 


^ Original lias sviet looles 

Compaie the “Paidoner and the Friar” (i 281) — 
Oi by Jis I'sh lug thee by the sweet ears, * 
and a passage in the pi esent piece — 

*‘I e foigotten with tousing by the 7m7 
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And I durst jeopard an hundred pound, 

That some bawdry might now within be found , 
But except some of them come the sooner, 

I shall knock such a peal, that all England sliall 
wonder 


JACK JUGGLER 

Knock at the gate hardily again, if thou dare , 
And seeing thou wolt not by fan woids beware, 
Now, fists, me-thmketh, yesteiday sc'ven past, 
That four men asleep at my feet y ou cast, 

And this same day you did no manner good 
Noi weie not w ashen in waim blood 

JENKIN CAREAWAY 

What whoreson is this that washeth in w aim blood f 
Some devil broken loose out of hell for wood f 
Four hath he slam, and now well I see. 

That it must be my chance the fifth to be ’ 

But rather than thus shamefully to be slam, 
Would Clirist my friends had hanged me, being 
but years twain * 

And yet, if I take good heart and be bold, 

Percase he woll be more sober and cold 

JACK JUGGLER 

Now, hands, bestir you about his lips and lace, 
And strike out all his teeth without any grace ^ 

G( ntleman, are you disposed to eat any fist-meat ^ — 

JENKIN CAREAWAY 

1 have supped, I thank you, sir, and list not to 
eat 

Give it to them that are hungry, if you be wnse 
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shall do a man of your diet no haim to sup 
twice 

This shall he your cheese to make your meat 
digest, 

For I tell you these hands weigliebh of the best 
JENKIN CAREAWAY 

I shall never escape see, how he waggeth his hands f 
JACK JUGGLER 

With a stroke they will lay a knave iii our Lad} - 
bonds,2 

And this day jet they have done no good at all 
JENKIN CAREAWAY 

Eie thou essay them on me, I piaj^ tliee lame them 
on the wall — 

But speak you all this in earnest or in game — 

If you he angiy vuth me, tiuly you aie to blame , 
For have you any just quarrel to me 

JACK JUGGLER 

Eie thou and T part that woll I show thee — 
JENKIN CARE WAY 

Or have I done you any manner displeasure — 


^ Original reads yet 

^ Original has loons The sense appears to be that “ Jack 
luggler” ^lil, b} killing Careaway, leave him to the mercy 
of the Yirgin 
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TACK JUGGLER 

Eie thou and I part, thou shalt kiiou , thou mayest 
be sure — 


JENKIN CARE4WU" 

By my faith, if you be angiy A\itliout a cause, 

You shall have amends made with a couple oi 
straws , 

By thee I set A\hatsoevei thou art , 

But for thy displeasure I caie not a lait 
May a man demand whose seivant you be f 

JACK JUGGLER 

My mastei^s servant I am, foi veiity f 
JENKIN CAREAWAY 

What busmess have you at this place now 
JACK JUGGLER 

Nay, marry, tell me what business hast thou 
Foi I am commanded for to watch and gi\e 
diligence 

That, in my good Master Bongrace's absence, 

No misfortune may happen to his house, ceitam 

JENKIN CAREAWAY 

Well now I am come, you may go hence again, 
And thank them that so much for my master hath 
done 

Hhouung them that the servants of the house be 
come home, 

For I am of the house, and now in woll I go 
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JACK JUGGLER 

I cannot tell whether thou be of the house oi no , 
But go no near,^ lest I handle thee like a stiangei , 
Thank no man but thyself, if thou be in any dangei 

JENKIN CAREAWAY 

Mall}', I defy thee, and plainly unto thee tell, 

That I am a servant of this house, and heie I dwell 

JACK JUGGLER 

Now, so God me snatch, but thou go thy ways, 
While thou mayest, for this forty days 
I shall make thee not able to go nor ride 
But m a dung-cart or wheelbairow Ijang on one 
side 


JE^KIN CIREIWAY" 

I am a servant of this house, by these ten bones — - 
JACK JUGGLER 

No more prating, but get thee hence at once ' 
JENKIN CAREAWAY 

Why, my master hath sent me home m ^ Ins mev 
sage — 

JACK JUGGLER 

Pick and walk, a knave, here away is no passage — 


^ te, Nearer 


® 2 Finger bones 


^ t e, On 
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JENKIN CAREAWAY 

What, wilt thou let me from mine own master’s 
house ? 


TACK JUGGLER 

Be tredgmg, or in faith } ou bear me a souse ^ 
Here my master and I have our lulyitation, 

And hath continually dwelled m this mansion, 

At the least tins dozen yeais and odd , 

And here wall wt end oui lives, by the grace of 
God 


JENKIN CAREAWAY 

Wliy, then, wdieie shall my master and I dwell ? 
JACK JUGGLER 

At the devil, if you lust I cannot tell 
JENKIN CAREAWAY 

In nomine pains, now this gear doth pass 
For a little before supper here oui hoube was , 
And this day in the morning I woll on a book 
swear, 

That my master and I both dwelled heie 
JACK JUGGLER 

Wlio IS thy master « tell me without he, 

And thine own name also let mo know shortly , 
For, my masters all, let me have the blame, 

If tins knave know his master 6r his own name 


^ Blow, 
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CAREAWAY 

My master’s name is Master Boiigrace 
I have dwelled with him a long space , 

And I am Jenkin Careaway his page — 

JACK JUGGLER 

What, ye drunken knave, begin you to rage f 
Take that art thou Master Bongrace’s page ^ 

[Striker km 


CAREAWAY 

It I be not, I have made a very good voyage — 
JACK JUGGLER 

Barest thou to my face say thou art I ^ 

CAREAWAY 

I would it weie tiue and no he , 

For then thou shouldest smart, and I should het,^ 
Where as now I do all the blows get 

JiCK JUGGLER 

And IS Master Bongrace thy master, doest you 
then say ^ 


CAREAWAY 

I woll swear on a book, he was once this day — 


3 Should do better 
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JACK JUGGLER 

And for that thou slialt some\\ hat lu\ e, 

Because thou presuniest, like a saiic} lying kua\e, 
To say my mastu is thine Who is thy master 
now 1 him again 


CARE V.WAY 

By my troth, sir, whosoevei please you 
I am your oyu, for you heat me so, 

As no man but my master should do 

JACK JUGGLER 

I -v^oll handle thee better, if fault be not in fi^st — 

[jP; epares to strike hm 

CAREAWAY 

Help * save my hfe, masters, for the passion of 
Christ f — 


JACK JUGGLER 

Why, thou lousy thief, dost thou ciy and roar ? — 
CAREAWAY 

No, faith, I woll not cry one wliit moie 
Save my life, help, or I am slam — 

JACK JUGGLER 

Yea, dost thou make a rumouring yet again ^ 

Did not I bid thee hold thy peace ? — 
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CAREAWAY 

In faith, now I leave crying now I cease help, 
help * 

JACK JUGGLER 
Who IS thy master ? 

CAREAWAY 

Master Bongrace — 

TACK JUGGLER 

1 woll make thee change that song, ere we pass this 
place , 

For he is my master, and again to thee I say, 

That I am his Jenkin Careaway 
Who art thou now tell me plain 

CAREWAY 

K'obody hut whom please you, certain- 
JACK JUGGLER 

Thou saidest even now thy name was Careaway 
CAREAWAY 

I cry you mercy, sir, and forgiveness pray 
I said amiss, because it was so to-day , 

And thought it should have continued alway, 

Like a fool as I am and a drunken knave 
But in faith, sir, ye see all the wit I have, 

Therefore I beseech you do me no more blame, 
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But give me a new master and anotliei name 
For it would grieve my heart, so help me God, 

To run about the streets hke a masterless nod ^ 

JACK JUGGLER 

1 am he that thou saidest thou were, 

And Master Bongiace is my master, that dwelleth 
here , 

Thou art no point, Careaway , thy wits do thee 
fail 


C4REAWAY 

Yea, many, sir, you have beaten them down into 
my tail , 

But, sir, might I be bold to say one thing 
Without any blows and without any beating 

JACK JUGGLER 

Tiute foi a while , say on what thee lust 
CAREAWAY 

May a man to your honesty by your word tiust 
I pray you swear by the mass you woll do me no 
ill — 


JACK JUGGLER 

By my laith, I piomise pardon thee I will— 
CAREAWAY 

What, and you keej) no promise 


^ ze, Kodd} 
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JACK JUGGLER 

Then upon Careaway ^ 

I pi ay God light as much or more as hath on thee 
to-day 

CAREAWAY 

Now dare I speak, so mote I the, 

Master Bongrace is my master, and the name of me 
Is Jenkin Careaway ^ 

JACK JUGGLER 
What, sayest thou so ^ 

CAREAWAY 

And if thou wilt strike me, and bieak thy promise, 
do. 

And beat on me, till I stink, and till I die , 

And yet woll I still say that I am I ’ 

JACK JUGGLER 

This Bedlam knave without doubt is mad — 
CAREAWAY 

No, by God, for all that I am a wise lad, 

And can call to remembrance eveiy thing 
That I did this day sith my upiising , 

For went not I with my master to-day 
Eaily in the mormng to the tennis play * 

At noon, while my master at his dinner sat, 

Played not I at dice at the gentleman's gate ? 


^ Original reads, tpJ cat 
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Did not I wait on my master to supper-ward *2 
And I think I was not changed the way homeward t 
Or else, if thou think I he, 

Ask m the street of them that I came by , 

And sith that I came hither into your presence, 
What man hving could carry me hence *2 
I remember I was sent to fetch my mistress, 

And what I devised to save me harmless , 

Do not I speak now 1 [is] not this my hand *2 
Be not these my feet that on this ground stand “2 
Did not this other knave heie knock me about the 
head? 

And beat me, till I was almost dead ^ 

How may it then be, that he should be I 
Oi I not myself ? — it is a shameful he 
I woll home to our house, whosoever say nay, 

For surely my name is Jenkin Careaway. 

JACK JUGGLER 

I woll make thee say otherwise, ere we depart, if v t* 
can — 


JENKIN CAREAW^AY 

Nay that woll I not m faith for no man. 

Except thou tell me what thou hast done ^ 

Ever sith five of the clock this afternoon 
Eehearse me all that without any he. 

And then I woll confess that thou art I 

JACK JUGGLER 

When my master came to the gentleman’s place, 
He commanded me to lun home a great pace, 


^ Original leads, 7 thou hast 



JACK JUGCLER 


133 


To fet thither my mistress , and hy the way 
I did a good while at the bucklers play , 

Then came I by a wife, that did costards sell, 

And cast down her basket fan and well, 

And gatheied as many as I could get, 

And put them in my sleeve here they he yet f 

CAREAWAY 

How the devil should they come there, 

Foi I did them all in my own sleeve bear 
He heth not a word in all this, 

Nor doth in any one point miss 

For ought I see yet between earnest and game 

I must go seek me another name , 

But thou mightest see all this — ^tell the lest that 
is behind. 

And there I know I shall thee a har find 
JACK JUGGLER 

1 lan thence homeward a contiary way, 

And whethei I stopped theie or nay, 

I could tell, if me lusteth, a good token , 

But it may not veiy well be spoken 

JENKIN CAREAWAY 

Now, may I pray thee, let no man that hear, 

But tell it me pimly in mine ear 

JACK JUGGLER 

Ay, thou lost all thy money at dice, Christ give it 
his curse. 

Well and truly picked before out of another man's 
purse * 
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JENKIN CAREAWAY 

(xod's body, whoreson thief, who told thee that 
same ? 

Some cunning devil is within thee, pain of shame ’ 
In nomine pati is, God and our blessed lady. 

Now and evermore save me from thy company f 

JACK JUGGLER 

How now, art thou Careaway or not ^ 

CAREAWAY 

By the Lord, I doubt, but sayest thou nay to that ^ 
JACK JUGGLER 

Yea, marry, I tell thee, Care-away is my name 
CAREAWAY 

And, by these ten bones, mine is the same f 
Or else tell me, if I be not he, 

What my name from henceforth shall be 1 

JACK JUGGLER 

By my faith, the same that it was before. 

When I lust to be Careaway no more 
Look well upon me, and thou shalt see as now 
That I am Jenkin Careaway, and not thou 
Look well upon me, and by every thing 
Thou shalt well know that I am not losing 

CAREAWAY 

I see it IS so without any doubt , 

But how the devil came it about ? 
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Whoso in England looketh on him steadily, 

Shall perceive plainly that he is I 
I have seen myself a thousand times in a glass , 
But so like myself, as he is, never was , 

He hath in every point my clothing and my gear 
My head, my cap, my shirt, and knotted hair, 
And of the same colour my eyes, nose, and lips 
My cheeks, chin, neck, feet, legs, and hips 
Of the same stature, and height, and age 
And IS m every point Master Bongrace page, 

That if he have a hole m his tail. 

He is even I mine own self without any fail ^ 

And yet when I remember, I wot not how, 

The same man that I have ever been me thinketii 
I am now 

I know my mastei and his house, and iny five wits 
I have 

Why then should I give credence to tins fooh&li 
knave. 

That nothing intendeth hut me delude and mock 
For whom should I fear at my master’s gate to 
knock 


JACK JUGGLER 

Thmkest thou I have said all this in game ^ 

Go, or I shall send thee hence m the devil’s name ' 

Avoid, thou lousy lurden and precious stinkmi; 
slave, 

That neither thy name knowest noi canst an> 
master have ' 

Wme-shaken pillory-peeper,^ of lice not without a 
peck, 

Hence, or by Gods precious, ^ I shall break th\ 
neck ^ 


^ Original reads, piloi ye p€epou7 s 

® [A common abbreriation, leaving its substantive to be 
supplied at pleasure ] 
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CAREAWAY 

Then, master, I beseech you heartily take the pain, 
If I be found in any place, to bring me to me 
again 

Now IS not this a wonderful case. 

That no man shall lese himself so in any place ^ 
Have any of you heard of such a thing heietofoie ^ 
No, nor never shall, I daresay, from henceforth 
any more 


JACK JUGGLER [A^de ] 

Willie he museth and judgeth himself upon, 

I will steal away for a wlule, and let him alone 

\Ex%t JacL JiigqUi 


CAREAWAY 

Good Lord of heaven, where did I myself leave 
Or who did me of my name by the way bereave 
For I am sure of this m my mind. 

That I did in no place leave myself behind 
If I had my name played away at dice, 

Or had sold myself to any man at a price. 

Or had made a fray, and had lost it in fighting, 

Or it had been stolen from me sleeping, 

It had been a matter, and I would have kept 
patience , 

But it spiteth my heart to have lost it by sucli 
open negligence 

Ah, thou whoieson, drowsy, drunken sot * 

It were an alms-deed to walk ^ thy coat, 

And I slirew him that would for thee be sorry. 

To see thee well curried by and by , 


^ [Perhaps in our modem sense of to wall %nto ] 
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And, by Christ, if any man would it do, 

I myseif would help thereto 

Foi a man may see, thou whoieson goose. 

Thou wouldest lese thine arse, if it were loose ^ 
Albeit I would never the deed believe, 

But that the tiling itself doth show and pieve ^ 
There was never ape so hke unto an ape, 

As he IS to me in feature and shape , 

But what woll my master say, trow ye, 

"V\Tien he shall this gear hear and see 
Will he know me, think you, when he shall see 
me *2 

If he do not, another woll as good as he 
But where is that other I ? whither is he gone '2 
To my master, by Cock’s precious passion 
Either to put me out of my place, 

Or to accuse me to my master Bongrace ^ 

But I woll after, as fast as I can flee 

I trust to be there as soon as he 

That if my master be not leady home to come, 

I woll be here again as fast as I can run 
In any wise to speak with my mistress, 

Oi else I shall ne^ er escape hangmg doubtless 

BAJVIE COY 

I shall not sup this mght, full well I see , 

For as yet nobody cometh for to fet me 
But good enough, let me alone 
I woll be even •with them every-chone 
I say nothing, but I think somewhat, i-wis 
Some there be that shall hear of this f 
Of all unkind and churhsh husbands this is the 
cast, 

To let their wives sit at home and fast , 


^ Prove 
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While they be forth, and make good cheer 
Pastime and sport, as now he doth theie 
But if I were a wise woman, as I am a niome, 

I should make myself, as good cheer at home 
But if he have thus unkmdly seived me, 

I woll not forget it this months three , 

And if I wist the fault were in him, I pray God 1 
be dead, 

But he should have such a curry, ^ ere he went to 
bed, 

As he never had before in all his life, 

Nor any man else have had of his wiie • 

I would late him and shake him after such a sort, 
As should be to him a corrosive full little to his 
comfort ’ 


ALLISON TRIP-ANU-GO 

If I may be so bold, by your mistress-ship’s license, 
As to speak and show my mind and sentence, 

I think of this you may the boy thank , 

For I know that he playeth you many a like prank, 
And that would you say, if you knew as much as 
we. 

That his daily conversation and behaviour see , 

For if you command him to go speak with some 
one, 

It IS an hour, ere he woll be gone , 

Then woll he run foith, and play in the street, 
And come again, and say that he cannot with him 
meet 


DAME COY. 

Nay, nay, it is his master’s play 
He serveth me so almost every third day , 


^ [Orig kyne] 
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But I woll be even witli him, as God give me joy, 
And yet the fault may he in the boy — 

As ungracious a giaft, so mot I thiive, 

As any goeth on God's ground alive ’ 

CAREAWAY 

My wit is breeched in such a brake, 

That I cannot devise what vay is best to take 
I was almost as far as my master is , 

But then I began to remember this, 

And to cast the worst, as one in fear 
If he chance to see me and keep me there, 

Till he come himself, and speak with my mistress 
Then am I like to be in shrewd distress 
Yet were I bettei, thought I, to turn home again 
And first speak mth her, ceitain — 

Cock's body, yonder she standeth at the dooi ^ 
Now is it worse than it was befoie 
Would Christ I could get again out of her sight 
For I see by her look she is disposed to fight 
By the Lord, she hath there an angry shrew’s look — 

DAME COY 

Lo, yonder cometh that unhappy hook ^ 

CABEAWAY 

God save me, mistress, do you know me well 
mvME COY 

Come near ^ hither unto me, and I shall thee tell 
Why, thou naughty villain, is that thy guise, 


^ Nearer 
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To jest witli thy mistress in such wise *2 
Take that to begin mth, and God before ^ 

When thy master cometh home, thou shalt have 
moie 

For he told me, when he forth went, 

That thou shouldest come back again incontinent 
To bring me to supper where he now is, 

And thou hast played by the way, and they have 
done hy this 

But no force I shall, thou mayest tiust me. 

Teach all naughty knaves to bewaie by thee 

CAREAWAY 

Forsooth, mistress, if ye knew as much as I, 

Ye would not be with me half so angry , 

For the fault is neither in my master, nor m me, 
nor you, 

But in another knave that was here even now, 

And his name was Jenkin Careaway — 

DAME COY 

What, I see my man is disposed to play * 

I ween he be drunken or mad, I make God a vow f 

CAREAWAY 

Nay, I have been made sober and tame, I, now — 
I was never so handled before in all my life 
I would e^ery man in England had so beaten ^ his 
wife • 

I have forgotten with tousmg by the hair, 

WTiat I devised to say a little ere 


^ Original reads, heat me 
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DAME COY 

Have I lost my supper this night through thy 
negligence \ 

CAREAWAY 

Nay then were I a knave, mistress, saving your 
reverence 


DAME COY 

Why, I am sure that by this tune it is done — 
CAREAWAY 

Yea, that it is more than an hour agone — 

DAJsm COY 

And was not thou sent to fetch me thither — 
CAREAWAY 

Yea, and had come right qiuckly Inthei, 

But that by the way I had a great fall, 

And my name, body, shape, legs, and all 
And met vith one, that fiom me did it steal , 

But, by God, he and I some blows did deal ’ 

I would he were now before your gate, 

Foi you would pummel him jollily about the pate 

DAJSIE COY 

Truly this wage-pasty^ is either drunken or mad 


^ [A term of contempt, perhaps of no very definite or clear 
signif cation , but it does not seem to be glossed ] 
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CAREAWAY 

Nevei man suffered so much wiong as I had , 

But, mistiess, I should say a thing to you 
Tarry, it woll come to my lememhiance even now 
I must needs use a substantial premeditation , 

Foi the matter heth gieatly me upon 
T beseech your mistress-ship of pardon and foigive- 
ness, 

Desiimg you to impute it to my simple and lude 
dulness 

I ha^ e forgotten what I had ^ thought to have said 
And am thereof full ill-afraid , 

But when I lost myself, I knew very well, 

T lost also that I should you tell 

DA3VIE COY 

Why, thou wretched villain, doest thou me scorn 
and mock. 

To make me to these folk a laughing-stock ? 

Ere thou go out of my hands, thou shalt have 
something , 

And I woll reckon better m the morning 


CAREAWAY 

And if you beat me, mistress, avise you , 

Eoi I am none of your servants now 
That other I is now your page. 

And I am no longei in your bondage 

DAME COY 

Now walk, precious thief, get thee out of my sight f 


^ Original has haue 
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And I charge thee come in my presence no iiioie 
this night 

G-et thee hence, and wait on th} mastei at once 
CAREAWAY 

Many, sii, this is handhng for the nonce 
I would I had been hanged, befoie that I w 
lost , 

I as never this ^ canvassed and tossed 
That if my master, on his part also. 

Handle me, as my mistress and the othei I - do, 

I shall surely be killed between them three, 

And all the devils in hell shall not save me 
But ^et, if the other I might have with me jiait, 
All this would nevei grieve my heart 

[IJntei Jacl Juggle) 

JACK JUGGLER 

How say you, masters, I pi ay you tell, 

Have not I rec|uited my merchant veil? 

Have not I handled him aftei a good soit 
Had it not been pity to have lost this sport ^ 

Anon Ills master, on his behalf. 

You shall see ho^v he well handle the calf’ 

If he throughly angered be, 

He woll make him smart, so mot I the 
I would not foi a price of a new pair of shone, 
That any pait of this had been undone , 

But now I have revenged my quarrel, 

I woll go do off this mine apparel, 

And now let Careaway be Careaway again , 

I have done with that name now, certam, 


1 Thus 


® ^ c , Jack J uggler 
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Except peraventure I shall take the self-same weed 
Some other time again for a like cause and need 
{Enter Bongrace and Gareaway 

BONGRACE 

Why, then, darest thou to presume to tell me, 
That I know is no wise possible for to be ^ 

GAREAWAY 

Now, by my truth, master, I have told you no lie , 
And all these folks knoweth as well as I, 

I had no sooner knocked at the gate, 

But straightway he had me by the pate , 

Therefoie, if you beat me, till I fart and shit again, 
You shall not cause me for any pain , 

But I woll affirm, as I said before, 

That when I came near, another stood at the door 

BONGRACE 

Why, thou naughty villain, darest thou affirm to me 
That winch was never seen nor hereafter shall be « 
That one man may have two bodies and two faces, 
And that one man at one time may be in two 
places ^ 

Tell me, diankest thou anywhere by the way 1 
GAREAWAY 

I shrew me, if I drank any more than twice to-day, 
Till I met even now with that other I, 

And with him I supped and drank truly , 

But as for you, if you gave me dunk and meat, 

As oftentimes as you do me beat, 

I were the best-fed page in all this city 
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But, as toucliing that, you have on me no pity, 
And not only I, but all that do you serve, 

Foi meat and drink may rather starve 

BONGRACE 

What, you saucy malapert knave. 

Begin you with youi master to prate and rave 
Your tongue is liberal and all out of frame 
I must needs conjure it, and make it tame 
YHiere is that other Careaway that thou said was 
here'2 


CAREWAY 

Now, by my Christendom, sir, I wot ne^er ? 
BONGRACE 

Why, canst thou find no man to mock but me 
C IRE AWAY 

I mock you not, master, so mot I the, 

Eveiy word was true that I you told 

BONGRACE 

Nay I know toys and pranks of old, 

And now thou art not satisfied nor content, 
Without regard of my biddings and command- 
ment, 

To have played by the way as a lewd knave and 
neghgent, 

When I thee on my message home sent. 

But also wouldest willingly me delude and mock, 
And make me to all wise men a laughmg-stock 
Showing me such things as in no wise be may, 

VOL II K 
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To the intent thy lewdness may turn to jest and 
play, 

Therefore if thou speak any such thing to me again, 
I promise it shall he unto thy pain 


CAREAWAY 

Lo, IS not he in miserable case, 

"That serveth such a master in any place 
That with force well compel him that thing to deny, 
That he knoweth true, and hath seen with liis 
eye ? 


BONGRACE 

Was it not, trowest thou, thine own shadow ^ 
CAREAWAY 

My shadow could never have beaten me so ^ 
BONGRACE 

Why, by what reason possible may such a thing be 
CAREAWAY 

IN'ay, I marvel and wonder at it more than ye , 
And at the first it did me curstly meve ^ 

Nor I would mine own eyes in no wise believe, 
Until that other I beat me so. 

That he made me beheve it, whether I would or no 
And if he had yourself now ■within Ins leach, 

He would make you say so too, oi else beshit youi 
breech 


^ Move 
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MASTER BONGRACE 

I durst a good meed and a wager lay, 

That thou layest down and slepst by the way, 
And dreamed all this, that thou hast me told 

CAREAWAY 

Nay, there you he, master, if I might be so bold , 
But we rise so early that, if I had, 

I had done well, and a wise lad 
Yet, master, I would you understood. 

That I have always been trusty and good, 

And fly as fast as a bear in a cage, 

Whensoever you send me in your message , 

In faith, as for this that I have told you, 

I saw and felt it as wakmg as I am now 
For I had no sooner knocked at the gate, 

But the other-I knave had me by the pate , 

And I durst to you on a book swear, 

That he had been watching for me there, 

Long ere I came, hidden m some privy place, 

Even for the nonce to have me by the face 

MASTER BONGRACE 

Why, then, thou spakest not with my wife ^ 
CAREAWAY 

No, that I did not, master, by my hfe, 

Until that other I -was gone. 

And then my mistress sent me after anon, 

To wait on you home in the devil's name 
I ween the devil never so beat his dame J 

MASTER BONGRACE. 

And where became that othei Careaway ^ 
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CAEEAWAY 

By mine honesty, su, I cannot say , 

But I warrant he is now not far hence , 

He IS here among this company, for forty pence 

MASTER BONGRACE 

Hence, at once seek and smell him out , 

I shall rap thee on the lying knave's snout 
I woll not he deluded with such a glossing be, 

Nor give credence, till I see it with my own eye 

CAREAWAY 

Truly, good sir, by your mastership's favour, 

I cannot well find a knave by the savour , 

Many here smell strong, but none so rank as he 
A stronger-scented knave than he was cannot be 
But, sir, if he be haply found anon. 

What amends shall I have for that you have me 
done? 


MASTER BONGRACE 

If he may be found, I shall walk his coat 
CAREAWAY 

Yea, for oui lady's sake, sir, I beseech you spare 
him not. 

For it IS some false knave withouten doubt 
I had rather than forty pence we could find him 
out. 

For, if a man may beheve a glass. 

Even my very own self it was 
And here he was but even right now, 

And stepped aivay suddenly, I wot not how 
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Of such another thing I have neithei lieaid ne seeu, 
By our blessed lady, heaven queen ' 

PIASTER BONGRACE 

Plainly it was thy shadow, that thou didst see , 
For, in faith, the other thing is not possible to be 

C IRE WAY 

Yes, in good faith, sir, by your leave, 

I know it was I by my apples m my sleeve, 

And speaketh as like me as ever you heard ^ 

Such hair, such a cap, such hose and coat, 

And in eveiythmg as just as fouipence to a gioat 
That if he were here, you should well see, 

That you could not discern nor know him from 
me , 

For tlnnk you, that I do not myself know'i 
I am not so foolish a knave, I trow 
Let who woll look him by and by. 

And he woll depose upon a book that he is I , 

And I dare well say you woll say the same , 

For he called lumself by my own name 
And he told me all that I have done, 

Sith five of the clock this afternoon, 

He could tell when you were to supper set 
[When] you send me home my mistress to fet, 

And showed me all things that I did by the way — 

BONGRACE 


W'hat was that 1 


^ [A line seems to have dropped out here ] 
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CAREAWAY 

How I did at the bucklers play ^ 
And when I scattered a basket of apples from a 
stall, 

And gathered them into my sleeve all, 

And how I played after that also — 

BONGRACE 

Thou shalt have, boy, therefore,^ so mote I go , 

Is that the guise of a trusty page, 

To play, when he is sent on his master^s message 't 

DAME COY 

Lay on and spare not, for the love of Christ, 

J oil his head to a post,^ and favour your fist ’ 

Now for my sake, sw'eetheart, spare and favour 
your hand. 

And lay him about the ribs with this wand 
CAREAWAY 

Now mercy that I ask of you both twam 
Save my Me, and let me not be slam 
I have had beating enough for one day 
That a mischief take the other-me Careaway » 

That if ever he come to my hands again, 

I-wis it shall be to his pain 

But I marvel greatly, by our Lord Jesus, 

How he-I escaped, I-me beat me thus 
And IS not he-I an unkmd knave. 

That woll no more pity on myself have ? 
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Here may you see evidently, i-wis, 

That in him-me no drop of honesty is 

Now a vengeance light on such a chmlish kna\ e 

That no more love toward myself have * 

DAME COY 

I knew very,^ sweet-heart, and said nght now, 
That no fault thereof should be in you 

BONGRACE 

No, truly, good bedfellow, I were then much unkiiul, 
If you at any time should be out of my mind 

DAME COY 

Surely, I have of you a great treasure, 

For you do all things whuch may be to my pleasiu e 

BONGRACE 

I am sorry that your chance hath now been so ill 
I would gladly been unsupped, so you liad youi 
fill. 

But go we in, pigsnie, that you may sup , 

You have cause now to thank this same hang-iip , 
For had not he been, you had fared very well 

DAME COY 

I bequeath him with a hot vengeance to the devil 
ofheU, 

And heartily I beseech him that hanged on the 
rood, 


1 Verily 
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That he never eat nor drink that may do him 
good, 

And that he die a shameful death, saving my 
charity * 


CAREAWAY 

I play God send Inm such prosperity, 

That hath caused me to have all this business 
But yet, sirs, you see the charity of my mistress 
She liveth after a wonderful chaiitable fashion ^ 
For I assure you she is always in this passion, 

And scarcely one day throughout the whole j'Cai 
She woll wish any man better cheer. 

And some time, if she well-angered be, 

I pray God (woll she say) tlie house may sink 
under me * 

But, masters, if you happen to see that other I, 

As that you shall, it is not very likely, 

Nor I woll not desire you foi him purposely to 
look, 

For it IS an uncomparable unhappy hook , 

And if it be I, you might happen to seek, 

And not find me out in an whole week 
Foi when I was wont to run away, 

I used not to come again in less than a month oi 
tway 

Howbeit, for all this I think it be not I , 

For, to show the matter indeed tiuly, 

I never use to run away in winter noi in vere,^ 
But always in such time and season of the yeai, 
When honey heth in the hives of bees, 

And all mannei fruit falleth fiom the trees 
As apples, nuts, pears, and plums also, 

Whereby a boy may live abroad a month or two 


^ Spring 
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This cast do I use, I woll not with you feign , 
Tlierefoie I wonder if he be I, certain 
But, and if he be, and you meet me abioad by 
chance. 

Send me home to my master with a vengeance ^ 
And show him, if he come not heie to-morrow 
night, 

I woll nevei i ecei\ e him again, if I might , 

And ill the meantime I woll give him a gioat, 
That woll well and thiiftily walk Ins coat , 

Foi a moie ungracious knave is not even now 
Between this place and Calicow ^ 

IS 01 a more fi antic-mad knave in Bedlam, 

Noi a more fool hence to Jerusalem 
That if to come again percase he shall refuse, 

I woll continue as I am, and let Inm choose , 

And but he come the sooner, by our lady bright. 
He shall he without the doors all night 
Foi I woll shit 2 up the gate, and get me to- 
bed, 

Foi I piomise }ou I have a veiy giddy head 

I need no supper foi this mght, 

iN’oi would eat no meat, though I might , 

And for you also, mastei, I think it ^ best 
You go to-bed, and take your lest 
For who of jou had been handled as I liaie 
been. 

Would not be long out of his bed, I ween, 

1^0 more woll I, but steal out of sight 
I pray God give you all good night f 
And send you better hap and fortune, 

Than to lese yourself homeward as I have done 

\Emit Careaway 


^ Calicow or Calicut, ^ e , Calcutta 
^ Shut 

^ Original has I 
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Somewhat it was, saith the proverb old, 

That the cat winked when her eye was out, 

That IS to say, no tale can be told. 

But that some English may be picked thereof out 
If so to search the Latin and ground of it men will 
go about, 

As this trifling enterlude that before you hath been 
rehearsed, 

May signify some further meaning, if it be well 
searched 

Such is the fashion of the world now-a-days. 

That the simple innocents are deluded, 

And an hundred thousand divers ways 
By subtle and crafty means shamefully abused, 
And by strength, force, and violence ofttimes com- 
pelled 

To believe and say the moon is made of a green 
cheese 

Or else have great harm, and percase their life 
lese 

And an old saymg it is, that most times might, 
Force, strength, power, and colourable subtlety 
Doth oppress, debar, overcome, and defeat right, 
Though the cause stand never so greatly against 
equity, 

And the truth thereof be knowen for never so perfit 
certamty 

Yea, and the poor simple innocent that hath had 
wrong and mjury, 

Must call the other his good master for showing 
him such mercy 

And as it is daily seen, for fear of further disprofit, 
He must that man his best friend and master call, 
Of whom he never received any manner benefit. 
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And at whose hand he never han an7 good at all , 

And must grant, affirm, or deny, whatsoever he 
shall 

He must say the crow is white, if he be so com* 
manded, 

Yea, and that he himself is into another body 
changed 


He must say he did amiss, though he never did 
offend , 

He must ask forgiveness, where he did no trespass, 
Or else be in trouble, care, and misery without end, 
And be cast in some arrearage without any grace , 
And that thmg he saw done before his own face 
He must by compulsion stiffly deny, 

And for fear, whether he woll or not, say tongue^ 
you he ^ 


And in every faculty this thmg is put m ure, 

And IS so universal that I need no one to name, 
And, as I fear, is like evermore to endure , 

For it is in all faculties a common sport and game. 
The weaker to say as the stronger biddeth, or to 
have blame. 

As a cunning sophist woll by argument bnng to 
pass. 

That the rude shall confess, and grant himself an 
ass 


And this IS the daily exercise and practise of their 
schools, 

And not among them only, but also among all 
others 

The stronger to compel, and make poor simple 
fools 
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To say as tliey command them in all manner 
matters 

I woll name none particular, but set them all 
together 

Without any exception , for I pray you show me 
one 

Amongst all in the world that seetli not such 
faslnon 


He that is stronger and moie of powei and might, 
If he be disposed to revenge his cause, 

Woll soon pick a quarrel, be it wiong or right, 

To the inferioi and weaker for a couple of Straws, 
And woll against him so extiemely lay the laws, 
That he woll put him to the worse, either by false 
injury, 

Or by some craft and subtlety, or else by plain 
tyranny 


As you saw right now by example plain 
Another fellow, being a counteifeit page, 

Brought the gentleman’s servant out of his biain, 
And made him grant that himself was fallen in 
dotage 

Bearing mmself in hand that he did rage, 

And when he could not bring that to pass b> 
reason. 

He made Inm grant it, and say by compulsion 


Therefore happy are they, that can bew^are 
Into whose hands they fall by any such chance , 
Which if they do, they hardly escape care, 
Trouble, misery, and woeful grievance, 

And thus I make an end, committing you to lus 
guidance, 



fACK JUGGLER 


157 


That made and redeemed us all, and to you that 
be now here 

I pray G-od grant and send many a good new year ’ 

FINIS ^ 


1 [The colophon is Imprinted at London in Lothbury by 
me Wjllyam Copland The only copy known, formerly 
Ingliss and Hebers, is now in the Devonshire collection 
The piece is undated, but it was licensed for the press in 
1562 3 ] 
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C ALLED 


NICE WANTON. 



[Of this mteilude only two co^Dies have hitherto been 
discovered, one in the Devonshire collection, the second 
in the King’s Libiaiy, British Museum, from the Rox- 
burghe sale An account of the piece, 'which has never 
been reprinted before, 3s given by Collier (“History 
of Dramatic Poetry/’ ii 381-3) Considering its rarity, 
early date, and cuiiosity, it is remarkable that “ Kice 
Wanton” should have escaped Dodsley and his editoi*? ] 
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Wherein ye may see 
Three branches of an ill tree 
The mother and her children three, 

Two naught, and one godly 

Early sharp, that will be thorn. 

Soon ill, that will be naught 
To be naught, better unborn, 

Better unted than naughtily taught 

Vt magnum magnos, pueios puaiha doctus 


PEESONAGES 


Baimhas 

Jsmael 

Dahlah 

EnlaXua 


S 


Iniqiaty 
Baily £ 7 1 and 
Xantippe 
Worldly Shame 


Darnel the Judge 


Anno Domini, m d lx 


VOL II 


L 




THE PEOLOGUE 


The Messenger The prudent Prince Solomon 
doth say, 

He that spareth the rod, the child doth hate, 

He would youth should he kept in awe alway 
By correction m time at reasonable rate 

To he taught to fear God, and their parents 
obey, 

To get learning and quahties, thereby to maintain 
An honest quiet life, correspondent alway 
To God’s law and the king’s, for it is certain, 

If children he noseled ^ in idleness and ill, 

And brought up therein, it is hard to restiaiii. 

And draw them from natural wont evil, 

As here in this interlude ye shall see plain 
By two children brought up wantonly in play. 
Whom the mother doth excuse, when she should 
chastise , 

They delight m dalliance and mischief alway, 

At last they end their hves m miserable wise 
The mother persuaded by worldly shame, 

That she was the cause of then wretched life, 

Ho pensive, so sorrowful, for their death she be- 
came, 

That in despair she would sle herself with a knife 
Then her son Barnabas (by interpretation 
The son of comfort), her ill-puipose do[th] stay. 

By the scriptures he giveth her godly consolation, 
And so concludeth , all these parts will we play 


^ Kursled 
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B4.RNABAS cometh 

Barnabas My master, in my lesson yesterday, 
Did recite this text of Ecclesiasticus 
Man IS prone to evil from his youth, did he say, 
Which sentence may well be verified in us 
Myself, my brother, and sister Dahlah, 

Whom our parents to their cost to school do find 
I tarry for them here, time passeth away, 

I lose my learning, they ever loiter behind 
If I go before, they do me threat 
To complain to my mother she for their sake, 
Being her tender tidhngs,^ will me beat 
Lord, in this perplexity, what way shall I take *2 
What will become of them h grace God them send 
To apply their learnmg, and their manners amend ^ 

Ismael and Dalilah come m singing 

Here we comen^ and Jie't e we lonen^ 

And here we will abide abide-a 
Barnabas Fye, brother, fye, and specially you, 
sister Dahlah, 

Soberness becometh maids alway 
Dalilah What, ye dolt, ye be ever in one song ’ 
Ismael Yea, sir, it shall cost you blows, ere it 
be long 

Barnabas Be ye not ashamed the truands to 
play, 

Losing your time and learnmg, and that every day 
Learmng brmgeth knowledge of God and honest 
living to get 

Dalilah Yea, marry, I warrant you, master 
hoddypeak 


^ [Pets See HalliwelBs “Dictionary,” v Tiddle ] 

® [I do not find this word m any other glossaries , hut it 
Ov curs again below ] 
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Barnabas Learn apace, sister, and after to 
spin and sew, 

And other honest housewifely points to know 
Ismael Spin, quod-a'^ yea, by the mass, and 
with your heels up-wind, 

For a good mouse-hunt is cat after Saint Kind ^ 
Barnabas Lewd speaking corrupteth good 
manneis. Saint Paul doth say, 

Come, let us go, if ye “will, to school this day , 

I shall be shent for tarrying so long, 

[Barnabas qoetli out 
Ismael Go, get thee hence, thy mouth full of 
horse-dung * 

Now, pretty sister, what sport shall we devise ? 
Thus paltmg ^ to school, I think us unwise 
In summer die for thrist,® in wmter for cold, 

And still to live m fear of a churl who would 
Dalilah Not I, by the mass, I had rather he 
hanged "were, 

Than I would sit quaking like a mome for fear 
I am sun-burned m summer, in winter the cold 
Maketh my limbs gross, and my beauty decay , 

If I should use it, as they would I should, 

I should never be fair woman, I dare say 
Ismael No, sister, no, but I can tell, 

Where we shall have good cheer. 

Lusty companions two or three. 

At good wme, ale, and beer 
Dalilah 0 good brother, let us go, 

I will never go more to-to ^ school 
Shall I never know. 


^ Old copy, Kyngt 
2 Trudging 
® Thirst 

4 So m old copy, which is perhaps right To fo, as an 
intensitive, is a common form 
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What pastime meaneth ? 

Yes, I will not be such a fool 
Ismael Have with thee, Dahlah 
Farewell our school > 

Away with books and all, 

\Tliey cast away their tools 

I will set my heart 
On a merry pm, 

Whatever shall befall 
Eulalia Lord, what folly is in youth f 
How unhappy be children now-a-days t 
And the more pity, to say the truth. 

Their parents maintain them in evil ways 
AVhich IS a gieat cause that the world decays 
For children, brought up in idleness and play, 
Unthrifty and disobedient continue alway 
A neighbour of mine hath children hereby, 

Idle, disobedient, proud, wanton, and nice 
As tibey come by, they do shrewd turns daily , 
Their parents so to suffer them surely be not wise 
They laugh me to scorn, when I tell them mm( 
advice , 

I will speak with their elders and warn them 
neighbourly 

Never in better time, their mother is hereby 

[Enter Xantippe 

God save you, gossip, I am very fain. 

That you chance now to come this way , 

I long to talk with you a word or twain, 

I pray you take it friendly that I shall say 
Ismael your son and your daughter Dahlah 
Do me shrewd turns daily more and more, 

Chide and beat my children, it grieveth me sore 
They swear, curse, and scold, as they go by the 
way, 

Giving other ill ensample to do the same, 

To God’s displeasure and their hurt another day, 
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Chastise them for it, or else ye he to blame 
Xantippe Tush, tush, if je have no more 
than that to say, 

Ye may hold your tongue and get ye away, 

Alas, poor souls, they sit a-school all day 
In fear of a churl , and if a httle they play, 

He beateth them like a devil, when they come 
home, 

Your mistress-ship would have me lay on 
If I should beat them, so oft as men complain, 

By the mass, within tins month I should make them 
lame 

Eulalia Be not offended, I pray you, I must 
say more, 

Your son is suspect hght-fingered to he 
Your daughter hath nice tricks three or four, 

See to it in time, lest worse ye do see , 

He that spareth the rod, hateth the child truly 
Yet Salomon sober correction doth mean, 

Not to beat and bounce them, to make them lame 
Xantippe God thank you, mistress, I am well 
at ease 

Such a fool to teach me, preaching as she please ’ 
Dame, ye helie them deadly, I know plain 
Because they go handsomely, ye disdain ^ 

Eulalia Then on the other ^ as well would 1 
complain, 

But your othei son is good, and no thanks to 
youi 

These will ye make nought, by sweet Jesu 
Xantippe Gup, liar,® my childien nought ye he 
By your malice they shall not set a fly , 

I have hut one mome m comparison of his brother 
Him the fool praiseth, and despiseth the other 


1 Are jealous of them ® Barnabas 

® Old copy, Guphaik 
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Eulalia Well, Xantippe, better in time than 
too late, 

Seeing ye take it so, here my leave I take \Erit 
Xantippe Marry, good lea\e have ye, the great 
God be with you f 

My children or I be cursed, I think , 

They be complained on, wherever they go, 

That for their pleasure they might drink 
Nay, by this the poor souls be come fiOm school 
weary , 

I will go get them meat to make them merry 

Iniquity, Ismael, and Dalilah come in together 

Iniquity Zo, /o, here I hing-a 
Ismael What is she, now ye have her ^ 

Dalilah A lusty mimon loner ^ 

Iniquity For no gold will I give her — 

All together Welcome, my honey-a f 
Iniquity 0 my heart ^ [Here he sjpealeth 
This wench can sing, 

And play her part 

Dalilah I am yours, and you mine, with all my 
heart 

Iniquity By the mass, it is well sung , 

Were ye not sorry ye were a maid so long*? 
Dalilah Fie, master Iniquity, fie, I*am a maid 
yet 

Ismael No, sister, no, your maidenhead is sick 
Iniquity That knave your brother will be a 
blab still, 

I-wis, Dahlah, ye can say as much by him, if ye will 
Dalilah By him, quod-a he hath whores two 
or three, 


^ This word, as a verb, has occurred above It is evidently 
used in a bad sense, to signify an idle, loafing person 
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But icli tell your mmion doll,^ by Gog’s body 
It skilletli not she doth hold you as much 

Ismael Ye he falsely, she will play me no such 
touch 

Dalilah Not she ? Yes, to do your heart good, 
I could tell you who putteth a bone in your hood ^ 

Ismael Peace, whore, oi ye bear me a box on ^ 
there — 

Dalilah Here is mine ear, knave, stiike, and 
thou dare * 

To suffer him thus ye be no man. 

If ye will not revenge me, I will find one , 

To set so little by me ye were not wont — 

Well, it IS no matter , 

Though ye do, ceteri nolunt 

Iniquity Peace, Dahlah, speak ye Latin, poor 
fool *2 

Dalilah No, no, but a proverb I learned at 
school — 

Ismael Yea, sister, you went to school, till ye 
were past giace , — 

Dalilah Yea, so didst thou, by thy kna’^e’s 
face > 

Iniquity Well, no more a-do, let all this go. 
We kmsfolk must be fnends, it must be so 
Come on, come on, come on, 

\He casteth dice on the horn d 
Here they be that will do us all good 

Ismael If ye use it long, your hair will grow 
through your hood 

Iniquity Come on, knave, with Christ’s curse, 

I must have some of the money 

Thou hast picked out of thy father’s purse ’ 

Dalilah He, by the mass, if he can get his 
purse, 


^ Mistress 


® Old copy, an 
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Now and then he maketh it by half the worse 
Ismael I defy you both, whore and knave — 
Iniquity What, ye prmcocks, begin ye to rave 1 
Come on — 

Dalilah Master Iniquity, by your leave, 

I will play a crown or two here by your sleeve 
Ismael Then be ye servant to a worshipful 
man. 

Master Iniquity — a right name, by Saint John * 
Dalilah What can ye say by Master Iniquity 'i 
I love him and his name most heartily 
Iniquity God-a-mercy, Dalilah, good luck, I 
warrant thee, 

1 will shrive you both by and by [He Icisseth }m 
Ismael Come on, but first let us have a song 
Dalilah I am content, so that it be not long 
\Imqu%ty and Dalilah sing 
Iniquity Gold loclcs^ 

She must have hnochs, 

Or else 1 do her wi ong 
Dalilah When ye have your will 
Te were best he stilly 
The winter nights he long 
Iniquity When I ne may^ 

Another assay , 

I will take it for no wrong 
Dalilah Then, by the rood, 

A bone in your hood 
I shall put, e it be long 
Ismael She matcheth you, sirrah ^ 

Iniquity By Gog^s blood, she is the best whore 
in England 

Dalilah It is knavishly praised , give me your 
hand 

Iniquity I would thou hadst such another 
Ismael By the mass, rather than forty pound 
brother 
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Iniquity Here, sirs, come on , seven — 

\They iet hm 

Eleven ^ at all ^ — 

IsjyiAEL Do je mck us ^ ® beknave your noly ’ — 

Iniquity Ten mine — 

ISMVEL (casteih dice) Six mine, 

Have at it, and it were for all my father’s kine 
It IS lost by his wounds,^ and ten to one * 

Iniquity Take the dice, Dalilah, cast on — 

\She casteth^ and they set 

Dalilah Come on ^ five * 

Thrive at fairest — 

Ismael Gup, whore, and I at rest f/ie losetJi] 

By Gog’s blood, I ween God and the devil be 
against me — 

Iniquity If th’ one forsake thee, th' other will 
take thee ’ 

Ismael Then is he a good fellow , I would not 
pass,^ 

So that I might bear a rule in hell, by the mass 
To toss firebrands at these pennj fathers’ ® pates ^ 

I would be porter, and recei^ e them at the gates 
In boihng lead and brimstone I would seeth them 
each one 

The knaves have all the money, good fellows have 
none 

Dalilah Play, brother, ha'se je lost all your 
money now t 

Ismael Yea, I thank that kna\e and such a 
whore as thou 

’Tis no matter, I will have money, or I will sweat, 


^ Old copy, a leaven 

2 Altogether 

3 ^ e , Do ye nick a cast ^ See Halliwell, v Nicl, Ko 6 
* t c , By God’s wounas, a common phrase 

® Care 

® A term of contempt A skinflint, a curmudgeon 
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By Gog’s blood, I will rob the next I meet — 

Yea, and it be my father \lle goeth out 

Iniquity Thou boy, by the mass, }e will climb 
the ladder, 

Ah, sirrah, I love a wench that can be wily. 

She perceived my mind with a twink of mine eye, 
If we two play boody on any man, 

We will make him as bare as Job anon, 

Well, Dalilah, let see what ye have won 

[They tell 

Dalilah Sir, I had ten shillings when I begon 
And here is all — every farthing 
Iniquity Ye he hke a whore, ye have won a 
pound * 

Dalilah Then the devil strike me to the ground f 
Iniquity I will feel your pocket, by your leave, 
mistress — 

Dalilah Away, knave, not mine, by the mass — 
Iniquity Yes, by God, and give you this to 
boot — [He giveth her a hox 

Dalilah Out, whoreson knave, I beshrew thy 
heart-root * 

Wilt thou rob me and beat me too % 

Iniquity In the way of correction, but a blow 
or two f 

Dalil^ Correct thy dogs, thou shalt not beat 
me, 

I will make youi knave’s flesh cut, I w^'arrant thee 
Ye think I have no friends , yes, I have in store 
A good fellow or two, perchance more 
Yea, by the mass, they shall box you for this gear, 
A knave I found thee, a knave I leave thee here 

goeth out 

Iniquity Gup, whore , do ye hear this jade % 
Loving, when she is pleased 
When she is angry, thus shrewd 
Thief, brother sister, whore , 
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Two graffs of an ill tree, 

I will tarry no longer here, 

Farewell, God he with ye * \_Ee goeth out 

Dalilah cometli tn i agged^ he) face hvd, or 
d% figured^ haltmg on a staff 

Alas, wretched wretch that I am, 

Most miserable caitiff that ever was horn, 

Full of pam and sorrow, crooked and lorn 
Stuff’d with diseases, in this world forlorn 
My sinews be shrunken, my flesh eaten inth pox 
My bones full of ache and great pam 
My head is bald, that bare yellow locks , 

Crooked I creep to the earth again 
Mine eyesight is dim, my hands tremble and shake 
My stomach abhorreth all kmd of meat 
For lack of clothes great cold I take, 

When appetite serveth, I can get no meat 
Where I was fair and amiable of face, 

Now am I foul and horrible to see , 

All this I have deserved for lack of grace , 

J ustly for my sms God doth plague me 

My parents did tiddle ^ me they were to blame , 
Instead of correction, in ill did me maintain 
I fell to ^ naught, and shall die with shame , 

Yet all this is not half of my grief and pain 
The worm of my conscience, that shall never die, 
Accuseth me daily more and more 
So oft have I sinned wilfully, 

That I fear to be damned evermore 

Enter Baknabas 

Barnabas What wofui wight art thou, tell 
me, 


^ Pet, spoil 


* Old copy, no 
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That here most grievously dost lament ^ 

Confess the truth, and I will comfort thee, 

By the word of God ommpotent 
Although your time ye have misspent, 

Repent and amend, while ye have space, 

And God will restore you to health and grace 
Dalilah To tell you who I am, I dare not for 
shame , 

But my filthy hvmg hath brought me m this case, 
Full olt for my wantonness you did me blame , 
Yet to take your counsel I had not the grace 
To be restored to health, alas, it is past , 

Disease hath brought me into such decay. 

Help me with your alms, while my hfe doth last, 
That, like a wretch as I am, I may go my waj 
Barnabas Show me your name, sister, I you 
pray. 

And I will help you now at your need , 

Both body and soul will I feed 
Dalilah You^ have named me already, if I 
durst be so bold 

Your ^ sister Dahlah, that wretch I am , 

My wanton nice toys ye knew of old 
Alas, brother, they have brought me to this shame 
When you went to school, my brother and I 
would play. 

Swear, chide, and scold with man and woman , 

To do shrewd turns our delight was alway, 

Yet were we tiddled, and you beaten now and then 
Thus our parents let us do what we would, 

And you by correction they kept thee under 
awe 

When we grew big, we were sturdy and bold , 

By father and mother we set not a straw, 

Small matter for me , lam past , 


^ Old copj, your 


Old copy, you 
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Bat your brothei and mine is in great jeo- 
pardy 

In danger to come to shame at the last, 

He frameth his living so wickedly 
Barnabas Well, sister,^ I evei feared ye would 
be nought, 

Your lewd behaviours sore grieve[d] my heart 
To tram you to goodness all means have I sought, 
But in vain , yet will I play a brotherly pait 
For the soul is more precious, most deaily bought 
With the blood of Chnst, dying therefore 
To save it first a mean must be sought 
At God’s hand by Christ, man’s only Saviour 
Consider, Dalilah, God’s fatherly goodness, 
Which for your good hath brought you in this case 
Scourged you with his rod of pure love doubtless. 
That, once knowing yourself, ye might call for grace 
Ye seem to repent, but I doubt whether ^ 

For your sms or for the misery ye be in 
Earnestly repent for your sin lather, 

Foi these plagues be but the rewai d of sin 
But so repent that ye sm no more, 

And then believe with steadfast faith, 

That God will forgive you for evermore. 

For Christ’s sake, as the scripture saith 
As for }oui body, if it be cuiable, 

I will cause to be healed, and ^ during your life 
I will clothe you and feed you, as I am able 
Come, sister, go with me, ye have need of rehef 

IThet/ go out 

Daniel {the jicdge) As a judge of the country, 
here am I come, 

Sent by the king’s majesty, justice to do 


^ Old copy, t e , certainly, securely 
2 Old copy, whater, ® Old copy, or 
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Chiefly to proceed in judgment of a felon 
I tarry for the verdict of the quest, ^ ere I go 

\Iniqu%ty^ Baily ei randy comes in , the 
judge sitteth down 

Go, Baily, know whether they be all agreed, or no , 
If they be so, bid them come away, 

And bring their prisoner^ I would hear what they 
say 

[Buly] I go, my Lord, I go, too soon for one 
He IS like to play a cast will break his neck-bone 
I beseech your lordship be good to Inm 
The man is come of good kin 
If your lordship would be so good to me, 

\Ue telletk him in his ear the rest may not 
hear 

As for my sake to set him free, 

I could have twenty pound in a purse. 

Yea, and your lordship a right fair horse, 

Well worth ten pound — 

Daniel (fhe judge) Get thee away, thou hell- 
hound ’ 

If ye were well exammed and tried. 

Perchance a false knave ye would be spied 

\Iniquity goeth out, the judge speahetk still 
Bribes (saith Salomon) blind the wise man’s sight, 
That he cannot see to give judgment right 
Should I be a briber ? ^ nay, he shall have the law, 
As I owe to God and the kmg obedience and awe 
[They bring Ismael lUy hound liJce a pi isonei 
Iniquity {asndd) Ye be tied fair enough for 
lunning away i 


^ Jury Compare Hazlitt’s “Popular Poetry,” 11 149 
® Here probably the word means literally briber , but 
bnhouT also means a thief See Way’s edition of the 
“ Promptorium,” p 50, and Halliweli in v Biybe and 
brybouT 
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If j/e do not after me, ye will be banged, I dare 
say, 

If thou tell no tales, but bold thy tongue, 

I will set thee at liberty,, ere it be long, 

Though thou be judged to die anon 

Judge {to the jury) Come on, sirs, I pray you, 
come on, 

Be you all agreed m one ^ 

Qu Yea, my lord, everycbone 

[Otie of them speaheth for the quest 
Judge "Wliere Ismael was mdicted ^ by twelve 
men 

Of felony, burglary, and murder, 

As the indictment declaretli how, where, and when, 
Ye heard it read to you lately in order 
You, with the rest, I trust all tiue men, 

Be charged upon your ^ths to give verdit directly, 
Whether Ismael thereofoe gmlty or not guilty 
Qu Guilty, my lord, and most gmlty 

J^One fo7 the rest 

Iniquity Wilt thou hang, my lord, [this] whore- 
son noddy 

Judge {to Imqutty) Tush, hold tliy tongue, and 
I wan ant thee^ — 

Judge {to Ismael) The Lord have mercy upon 
thee ’ 

Thou slialt go to the place thou cam’st fro 
Till to-morrow, nine of the clock, there to remain 
To the place of execution then shalt thou go, 

There be hanged to death, and after again, 

Being dead, for ensample to be hanged in a chain 
Take him away, and see it be done, 

At your peril that may fall thereupon 


^ Old cop 3 % intided 

2 In the old copy, this and the following line are trans- 
posed, and some of the speeches are wrongly addressed^ 

VOL IL M 
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Ismael Though I be judged to die, I requne 
respite, 

For the king^s advantage some ^ things I can recite 
Iniquity Away with him, he will speak but of 
spite — 

Judge Well, we will hear you say what you 
can, 

But see that ye wrongfully accuse no man 
Ismael I will behe no man, but this I may 
say, 

Heie standeth he that brought me to this way 
Iniquity My lord, he heth like a damned Imave, 
The fear of death doth make him rave — 

Ismael His naughty company and play at dice 
Did me first to stealing entice 
He was with me at robberies, I say it to his face , 
Yet can I say more m time and space 

Iniquity Thou hast said too much, I beshrew 
thy whoreson’s face [Aside 

Hang him, my lord, out of the way, 

The thief careth not what he doth say 
Let me be hangman, I will teach him a sleight , 
For fear of talking, I will strangle him straight , 
Tarry here that hst, for I will go — [He would go 
Judge No, no, my fnend, not so , 

I thought always ye should not be good, 

And now it will prove, I see, by the rood 

[They take him in a halter j he fighteth loith 
them 

Take him, and lay him in irons strong, 

We wiU talk with you more, ere it be long 
Iniquity He that layeth hands on me m this 
place, 

Ich lay my brawlmg iron on his face ^ 

By Gog’s blood, I defy thy worst , 


^ Old copy, %% 
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It thou sliouldest hang me, I were accurst 
I have been at as low an ebb as this, 

And quickly aloft again, by Gis ' 

I have mo hiends than ye think I have , 

I am entertained of all men hke no slave 
Yea, vuthin tins nioneth, I may say to you, 

I will be your servant and your master too 
Yea, creep into your hi east, will ye have it so^^ 
Judge Away with them both, lead them away 
At his death tell me what he doth say, 

Foi then behke he will not lie 
Iniquity I care not for you both, no, not a fly f 

[They lead them out 
Judge If no man have here more matter to saj^, 
I must go hence some other way \_He goeth out 

Enter WOKIDLY Shame 

Worldly Shaime Ha, ha ^ though I come in 
rudely, be not aghast, 

I must woik a feat in all the haste , 

I have caught two birds, I will set for the dame, 

If I catch her in my clutch, I will her tame 
Of all this while know ye not my name 
I am right woi shipful master Worldly Shame , 

The mattei that I come now about, 

Is even tins, I put you out of doubt — 

There is one ^ Xantippe, a curst shrew, 

I think all the world doth her know, 

Such a jade she is, and so curst a quean, 

She would out-scold the devil’s dame, I ween 
Sirs, this fine woman had babes three. 

Twain the dearest darhngs that might be, 

Ismael and fair Dahlah these two 

With the lout Barnabas I have nothing to do 


^ Old copy, none 
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All was good, that these tiddlmgs do might 
Swear, he, steal, scold, or fight 
Cards, dice, kiss, chp, and so forth 
All this our mammy would take in good worth 
Now, sir, Dahlah my daughter is dead of the pox, 
And my son hang’th ^ m, chains, and waveth his 
locks 

These news will I tell her, and the matter so frame, 
That she shall be thine own, master Worldly 
Shame * 

Ha, ha, ha * — 

Xantippe Peace, peace, she cometh hereby, 

I spoke no word of hei, no, not I, 

0 Mistress Xantippe, I can tell you news ^ 

The fair wench, your dear daughter Dahlah, 

Is dead of the pox taken at the stews , 

And thy son Ismael, that pretty boy. 

Whom I dare say you loved very well, 

Is hanged in chains, every ® man can tell 
Every man saith thy daughter was a strong whore, 
And thy son a strong thief and a murderer 
It must needs gneve you wonderous. 

That they died so shamefully both two 
Men will taunt you and mock you, for they say now 
The cause of their death was even very you. 
Xantippe. I the cause of their death ? 

[She would sowne ^ 
Worldly Shame Will ye sowne, the devil stop 
thy breath *2 

Thou shalt die (I trow) with more shame , 

I will get me hence out of the way, 

If the whore should die, men would me blame , 
That I killed her, knaves should say \Exit 

Xantippe Alas, alas, and well-away f 


1 Old copy, "hanged 
^ Old copy, eicr. 


® Old copy, neder 
Swoon 
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I may curse the time that I was born, 

Never woman had such fortune, I daie say, 

Alas, two of my cMdren be forlorn 

My fair daughter Dalilah is dead of the pox 
My dear son Ismael hanged up in chains 
Alas, the wind waveth his yellow locks, ^ 

It slaj'eth my heart, and breaketh my biains 
Why should God punish and plague me so sore ^ 
To see my children die so shamefully * 

I will never eat bread in this world more, 

With tins knife will I slay myself by and by 

\She would stick herself with a knife 

Enter Baenabas 

Barnabas Beware what ye do, fye, mothei*, fye ' 
Will ye spill yourself foi your own offence, 

And seem for ever to exclude God's meicy 1 
God doth punish you for your negligence 
Wheiefore take his correction with patience, 

And thank him heartily, that of his goodness 
He brmgeth you m Imowledge of your trespass 
For when my brother and sister were of young 
age, 

You saw they were given to idleness and play, 
Would apply no learnmg, but live in outrage 
And men complamed on them every day 
Ye winked at their faults, and tiddled them alway , 
By maintenance they grew to mischief and ill, 

So at last God’s justice did ^ them both spill 
In that God preserved me, small thank to you 
If God had not given me special grace, 

To avoid evd and do good, this is true, 


^ See Hazlitt’s Popular Poetiy,’’ iv 239 The term 
^oldylochsf curiously enough, seems to have been in early 
use in a contemptuous or bad sense 
^ Old copj, lid 
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I had lived and died in as wretched case, 

As they did, for I had both suffrance and space , 
But it IS an old proverb, you have heard it, I think 
That God will have see, shall not wink. 

Yet in this we may all take comfort 
They took great repentance, I heard say. 

And as for my sister, I am able to report, 

She lamented for her sins to her dying day 
To repent and beheve I exhorted her alway , 
Before her death she beheved, that God of his 
mercy, 

Foi Christ’s sake would save her eternally 
If you do even so, ye need not despair, 

For God will freely remit your sms all, 

Christ hath paid the ransom, why should ye fear ? 
To believe t^s and do well, to God for grace call 
All worldly cares let pass and fall, 

And thus comfort my father I pray you heartily, 

\Xantyppe goeth out 

I have a little to say, I will come by and by 
Eight gentle audience, by this interlude ye may 
see, 

How dangerous it is for the frailty of youth, 
Without good governance, to hve at hberty, 

Such chances as these oft happen of truth 
Many miscarry, it is the more ruth, 

By neghgence of their elders and not taking pain, 
In time good learning and quahties to attain 
Therefore exhort I aU parents to be diligent 
In bringing up their children aye^ to be circumspect , 
Lest they fall to evil, be not neghgent , 

But chastise them, before they be sore infect 
Accept their well-domg, m ill them reject 
A young plant ye may plant and bow as ye will , 
Where it groweth strong, there will it abide stdi 


^ Did copj, exhorting 


Old copy, gea 
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Even so hy children in their tender age 
Ye maj work them, like wax, to your own intent 
But if ye suffer them long to live in outrage, 

They will be sturdy and stiff, and will not relent 
0 ye clnldren, let your time be well-spent, 

Apply your learning, and your elders obey , 

It will be your profit another day 
"Now, for the Queen’s royal majesty let us pray, 

[He kneeldh down 
That God (in whose hands is the heait of all queens), 
May endue her highness with godly puissance 
alway 

That her grace may long reign and piosper in all 
things, 

In God’s word and justice may give light to all 
queens 

Let us pray for the honourable council and nobility. 
That they may always counsel us^ wisdom with 
tranquilhty, 

God save the Queen, the lealm, and commonalty ’ 
\He malcetk cow tesy and goeth out 

FINIS 


A SOKG 

It %s good to he merry 
But who can he merry ? - 
Ee that hath a pure conscw^ue, 
He may well he merry ^ 


^ Old copy, “ Old copy, cam me mery f 

This marginal note has partly been cut off by the binder — 
3 resyng, 
answer- 
%na other 
t always 
stw, 

, ysingto 
other 
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Who hath a pure conscience, tell me ? 

No man of himself 1 ensure tltee, 

Then must it follow of necessity, 

That no man can he met ry 

Purity itself may pureness give j 
You must ash it of God in true heliej- 
Then will he give it, and none repieve ^ 

And so we may he many 

What IS the practice of a conscience yui e ? 

To love and feai God, and otlm alluie, 

And for his sale to help his neighhoui 
Then may he well be meiry 

What shall we have, that can and will do this ? 
After this life everlasting hhss, 

Yet not by desert, hut hy gift, i-wis 
Thei e God make us all mem y ^ 

FINIS ^ 


^ Reprove 

^ The colophon is Imprinted at London, in Panles 
Churche yearde at the Sygne of the S^ane b} John Kjng 
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JACOB AND ESAU 



EDITION 


A newe meuj and mttie Goimdie or Enterlude, neioely 
impn7ited, treating vpon the Histone of Jacob and 
J£sau, taken out of the xxvij Ghap of the first books of 
Moses entituled Genesis Imprinted at London by 
Henrie Bynneman, dwelling in Knight-rider Stieate, 
at the signe of the Mermayde Anno Domim 1568 4to 

This piece is placed earlier m the series than the mere 
date of publication given above would 'vv arrant, 
because the interlude was licensed in 1557-8, and 
probably published in pursuance of its registration 
at Stationers’ HaU The 4to of 1568 is, however, the 
only impression hitherto recovered, and it is of the 
greatest rarity An account of this dramatic curiosity 
will be found in Collier’s “ History of English Dra- 
matic Poetry,” 1831 It is now for the fiist time 
reprinted 



THE PARTS AND NAMES OF THE PLAYERS 

WHO ARE TO BE CONSIDERED TO BE HEBREWS, AND 
SO SHOULD BE APPARELLED WITH ATTIRE 


1 The Prologue, a Poet ' 

2 Isaac, an old man^ father 

to Jacob and Esau 

3 Rebecca, an old vjoman, 

wife to Isaac 

> 

4 Esau, a young man and a 

huntei 

5 Jacob, a young man of 

godly comersation 

0 ZiiBAB., a fmghhour , 


I 7 Hanan, a neighhoni to 
I Isaac also 

I 8 Ragan, sei vant unto hsau 

9 Mido, a little hoy, leading 
Isaac 

10 Deborah, the nurse of 
I Isaac's tent 

II Abra, a httle uencJi, ser 

\ ^ant to Hebecca 



PROLOGUE OF THE PLAY 


In the book of Genesis it is expressed, 

That when God to Abraham made sure promise, 
That in his seed all nations should be blessed 
To send him a son by Saiah he did not miss 
Then to Isaac (as there recorded it is) 

By Eebecca his wife, who had long time been 
barren, 

When pleased him, at one birth he sent sons twain 

But before Jacob and Esau yet born were, 

Or had either done good, or ill perpetrate 
As the prophet Malachi and Paul witness bear, 

J acob was chosen, and Esau reprobate 
Jacob I love (saith God) and Esau I hate 
For it IS not (saith Paul) in man^s renewing or will, 
But in God’s mercy, who chooseth whom he will 

But now for our coming we shall exhibit here, 

Of Jacob and Esau how the story was , 
Whereby God’s adoption may plainly appear 
And also that, whatever God’s ordinance was, 
Nothing might defeat, but that it must come to 
pass 

That, it this story may your eyes or ears delight, 
We pray you of patience, while we it recite 
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ACTUS PRIMA SCiENA PEIMA 


Eagan, the servanf 
Esaxj, a young man, his master 


[Ragm entereth with liu horn at Im hack and las 
hunting staff in las hand, and leadeth ih ee 
greyhounds, o? one, as may be gotten 

Now let me see what time it is by the starlight 

God’s for his grace, man, why it is not yet mid- 
night ’ 

We might ha-ve slept these four hours yet, I dare 
well say , 

But this IS our good Esau his common play 

\Ile't e he counterfeiteth hou his master calleth him 
up in the mornings, and of kis answers 

What the devd aileth him'i now truly, I think 
plain, 

He hath either some worms or botts in his brain 

He scarcely sleepeth twelve good hours in two 
weeks 

I wot well his watching maketh me have lean 
cheeks, 

For there is none other life with him day by day, 

But, up, Ragan ^ up, drowsy hogshead * I say 



190 THE HISTORY OF 

Why, when ^ up, will it not be ? up I come anon 
Up, or I shall raise you m faith, ye drowsy 
whoreson 

Why, when? shall I fet you *2 I come, sir, by 
and by 

Up, with a wild wanion * how long wilt thou be ? 
Up, I say, up, at once * up, up, let us go hence 
It IS time we were in tbe forest an hour since 
Now the devil stop that same yalhng throat 
(think I) 

Somewhiles for from the call ^ farewell aU wink of 
eye ' 

Begin he once to call, I sleep no more that stound. 
Though half an hour’s sleep were worth ten thou- 
sand pound 

Anon, when I come m, and bid him good morrow 
Ah sir, up at last the devil give thee sorrow * 
Now the devil break thy neck (think I by and by), 
That hast no wit to sleep, nor in thy bed to he 
Then come on at once , take my quiver and my 
bow, 

Fet Lovel my hound, and my horn to blow 
Then forth go we fastmg an hour or two ere day, 
Before we may well see either our hands or way. 
And there range we the wild forest, no crumb of 
bread 

From mornmg to stark night commg within our 
head. 

Sometimes Esau’s self will faint for drink and 
meat. 

So that he would be glad of a dead horse to eat 
Yet of fresh the next morrow forth he will again. 
And sometime not come home in a whole mght or 
twam 

Nor no dehght he hath, no appetite nor mind. 


1 From the time he calls 
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But to tlie wild forest, to hunt the hart or hind, 
The roebuch, the wild boar, the fallow-deer, or 
hare 

But how poor Eagan shall dine, he hath no care 
Poor I must eat acorns or berries from the tree 
But if I be found slack m the suit following, 

Or if I do fail in blowing or hallooing. 

Or if I lack my staff or my horn by my side 
He will be quick enough to fume, chafe, and chide 
Am I not well at ease such a master to serv^e, 

As must have such service, and yet will let me 
starve ? 

But, in faith, his fashions displease mo than me, 
And will have hut a mad end one day, we shall see 
He passeth nothing on Eebecca his mother, 

And much less passeth he on Jacob his brother 
But peace, mum, no more I see master Esau 

[Jlere Esau appeareth zn sights and Uoweth hts 
horn, €76 he e7vter 

Esau How now, are we all ready, ser\ant 
Eagan ^ 

Alt thou up for all day, man ^ art thou read} now ^ 

Eagan I have been here this half hour, sir, 
waiting for you, 

Esau And is all thing ready, as I bad, to mj 
mind** 

Eagan Ye have no cause, that I know, any 
fault to find 

Except that we disease our tent and neighbours 
all 

With rismg over early each day, v hen ye call 

Esau iii, thou drowsy dra&ack, wouldest thou 
rise at noon ^ 

Nay, I trow the sixth hour with thee were over- 
soon 

Eagan Nay, I speak of your neighbours, bemg 
men honest, 
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That labour all the day, and would fain be at re&t 
Whom with blowing your horn ye disease all- 
abouts 

Esau What care I for waking a sort of clubbish 
louts 

EA.G4N And I speak of Eebecca your mothei, 
our dame 

Esau Tut, I pass not, whether she do me praise 
or blame 

Eagan And I speak of your good father, old 
Isaac 

Esau Peace, foolish knave as for my father 
Isaac, 

In case he be asleep, I do him not disease. 

And if he be wakmg, I know I do Inm please, 

Eor he loveth me well from mine nativity, 

\Here Esait, hloweth his horn agaiti 
And never so as now for mme activity 
Therefore have at it once more will I blow my 
horn 

To give my neighbour louts an hail-peal m a morn 
\Here he speahetk to his dogs 
Now, my master Lightfoot, how say you to this 
gear. 

Will you do your duty to red or fallow deer '2 
And, Swan, mme own good cur, I do think m my 
mind 

The game shall run apace, if thou come far behind 
And ha, Takepart, come, Takepart, here how say 
you, child, 

Wilt not thou do thy part ? yes, else I am beguil’d 
But I shrew your cheeks, they have had too much 
meat 

Eagan I blame not dogs to take it, if they may 
it get 

But as for my part, they could have, parde, 

A small remnant of that that ye give me 
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They may run light enough for ought of me they 
got, 

I had not a good meahs-meat this week, that 1 ■u ot 
Esau If we hare luck this day to kill Lare, 
teg,^ or doe, 

Thou slialt eat thj bellyful, till thou ciiest ho 
Ragan I thank you, when I have it, Master 
Esau 

Esau Well, come on, let us go now, sei\ai]t 
Ragan 

Is there anything more, that I should say or do '2 

Foi perhaps we come not again tins day oi two 
Ragan I know nothing, mastei, to God I make 
a 1 ow, 

Except you w^ould take youi brother Jacob with 
you 

I never yet saw him with you an hunting go, 

Shall we pro\ e him once, whether he will go oi no 2 
Esau No, no, that were m vam, alas, good 
simple rnome 

Nay, he must tarry and suck mother’s dug at home 

Jacob must keep home, I tiow, undei mothei’s 
wing, 

To be from the tents he lo% etli not of all thing 

Jacob lo\eth no hunting in the wild forest 

And ■\would feai, if he sliould thcie see any’ wild 
beast 

Yea, to see the game lun, Jacob would be in feai 
Ragan In good sooth, I w^een he w^ould thuik 
each haie a hear 

Esau ‘\Miat, hiothei mine, what a w’ord call ye 
that ^ 

Ragan Sir, I am scarce waked I sjiake, ere I 
wist what 


^ A joung deer “Tegge or pricket, saillant^’ — Pals 
grave’s Eclaircumnmt^ 1530 (edit 1852, p 279) 
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Esau Come on your ways, my child, take the 
law of the game 

I will wake you, I trow, and set your tongue in 
frame 

Eagan 0, what have you done. Master Esau, 
God’s apes ^ 

Esau Why can ye not yet refrain from letting 
such scapes 

Come on, ye must have three jeits^ for the nonce 

One — [Beats him 

Eagan 0, for God’s love, sii, have done, dis- 
patch at once 

Esau Nay there is no lemedy but bide it — 
there is twain [Gives him anotha )eil 

Eagan 0, ye rent my cheverel , let me be past 
my pain 

Esau Take heed of hunting terms fro hence- 
forth f — there is thiee [Jerhs him again 

Eagan Whoop ^ now a mischief on all moping 
fools for me ’ 

Jacob shall keep the tents ten year for Eagan, 

Ere I move again that he hunt with Esau 

Esau Come on, now let us go God send us 
game and luck. 

And if my hand serve me well — 

Eagan {aside) Ye will kill a duck 

[Exeant ambo 


ACTUS PEIMI, SC^NA SECUNDA 

Hanan, Zethar, two of Isaads neighhows 

Hanan Ah, SIT, I see I am an early man this 
morn, 

I am once more beguil’d with Esau his horn 


^ Jerks with the whip 
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But tlieie lb no such stiiiei as Esau is 
He IS up day by day, before the crow piss 
Then maketh he with his hoin such toohing and 
blowing, 

And with ins wide throat such shouting and 
hallooing, 

That no neighboui shall in liis tent take any lest, 
Fiom Esau addiesseth him to the forest 
So that he maketh us, whether we will or no, 
Better husbands than we would he, abioad to go 
Each of us about our husmess and our ^\ark 
But whom do I see yonder coming in the dark? 

It is my neighbour Zethar, I perceive him now 
Zethar What, neighbour Hanan, well met, 
good morrow to you 
I see well now I am not beguiled alone 
But what boot to lie stilH for lest w^e can take 
none, 

That I marvel much of old father Isaac, 

Being so godly a man, why he is so slack 
To bring his son Esau to a better stav 

H AN AN What should he do iii the matter, I you 
pray^ 

Zethar 0, it is no small charge to fathers, afore 
God, 

So to tram their children m youth under the rod 
That, when they come to age, they may virtue 
ensue, 

Wicked pranks abhor, and all lewdness eschew, 
And me-thinketh Isaac, being a man as he is — 

A chosen man of God, should not be slack in this 
Hanan Alack, good man, what should he do 
more than he hath done ? 

I dare say no father hath better taught lus son, 
Nor no two have given better example of hfe 
Unto their children than both he and his wife 
As by then* younger son Jacob it doth appear 
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He livetli no loose life he doth God love and fear 
He keepeth here in the tents, like a quiet man 
He giveth not himself to wildness any when 
But Esau evermore from his young childhood 
Hath been like to piove ill, and nevei to he good 
Young it pricketh (folks do say), that will he a 
thorn, 

Esau hath been naught, ever since he was born 
And wheieof cometh this^ of education? 
iSTay, it is of his own ill inclination 
They weie bi ought up both undei one tuition , 
But they be not both of one disposition 
Esau IS given to loose and lewd living 

Zethar In faith, I wairant him [to] have but 
shrewd thriving 

HA^AN Neither see I any hope, that he will 
amend 

Zethar Then let him even look to come to an 
ill end 

For youth that will follow none but their omi 
bridle, 

That leadeth a dissolute life and an idle 
Youth, that refuseth wholesome documents. 

Or to take example of their godly parents 
Youth, that is i etchless, and taketh no regard. 
What become of themself, nor which end go for- 
ward 

It IS gieat marvel and a special grace. 

If ever they come to goodness all their life space 
But why do we consume tins wdiole morning m 
talk 

Of one that hath no reck ne caie, what way he 
walk, 

We had been as good to have kept our bed still 
Hanan 0, it IS oui part to lament them that do 
ill 

Like as very nature a godly heart doth move 
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So such as in no wise to goodness will be broughl| 
What good man but mil mouin, since God us all 
hath wrought, 

But ye have some business, and so have I 

Zethar And we have been long , farewell? 
neighbour, heaitily 


ACTUS PEIMI, SCZENA TEETIA 
EebeccA, the mothei JACOB, the son 

Eebecca Come forth, son Jacob, why tamest 
thou behind *2 

Jacob Foi sooth, mother, I thought ye had said 
all your mind 

Eebecca Nay, come, I ha\e yet a word or tw o 
more to sa} 

Jacob Whatsoe’^er pleaseth }ou, speak to mt 
ye may 

Eebecca Seeing thy hi other Esau is such an 
one, 

Why lebukest thou him not, when ye are alone 
Why^ dost thou not give him some good sad wise 
counsel *2 

Jacob He lacketh not that, mother, if it would 
a'vail 

But wdien I do him any tlung of his fault[s] tell, 

He calleth me foolish pioud boy, with him to mell 
He will sometime demand, by what authority 
I presume to teach them which mine elders be *2 
He will sometime ask, if I leain of my mother 
To take on me teaching of mine elder brother ^ 
Sometime, w^hen I tell lum of his lewd hehavioui , 
He will lend me a mock or twain for my labour 
And sometime for anger he will out mthhispur&e. 
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And call me, as please him, and swear he m ill Jo 
worse 

Eebecca O Lord, that to bear such a son it m as 
my chance 

Jacob Mother, we must be content with God’s 
ordinance 

Eebecca Or, if I should need ha\ e Esau to my 
son, 

Would God thou, Jacob, baddest the eldership 
won 

Jacob Mother, it is too late to wish, for that 
IS pass’d , 

It wall not be done now, wish ye never so fast 
And I would not have y on to wash against God’s 
will 

Foi both it IS in vain, and also it is ill 

Eebecca "Why did it not please God, that thou 
shouldest as well 

Tiead upon his croivn, as hold him fast by the 
heel ^ 

Jacob Whatsoever mysteiy the Lord therein 
meant, 

Must be referred to his unsearcbed ]udgment 
And whatsoever be batb ’ppointed me unto, 

I am his own vessel, his will with me to do 

Eebecca Well, some strange thing therein of 
God intended w^as 

Jacob And what he hath decreed, must suie 
come to pass 

Eebecca I remember, when I had you both 
conceived, 

A voice thus saying from the Lord I received 
Eebecca, in thy womb are now two nations 
Of unlike natures and contrary fashions 
The one shall be a mightier people elect 
And the elder to the younger shall be subject 
I know this voice came not to me of nothing 
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Therefore thou shalt follow my counsel in one thing 
Jacob So it be not displeasing to the Loid, 1 
must 

Rebecca I fear the Lorde eke, who is merciful 
and just 

And loth would I be his majesty to offend , 

But by me (I doubt not) to woik he doth intend 
Assay, if thou canst at some one time or other. 

To buy the right of eldership from thy brothei 
Do thou buy the birthright, that to him doth 
belong, 

So may’st thou have the blessing, and do him no 
wrong 

What thou hast once bought, is thine own of due 
right 

Jacob Mother Rebecca, if withouten fraud I 
might, 

I would your advice put m ure with all my heait, 
But I may not attempt any such guiletul pait 
To buy my brother’s eldership and his hii'th- 
nght, 

I feai, would he a great offence m God’s sight 
Which thing, if I wist to redeem, I ne would, 
Though I might get thereby ten millions of gold 
Rebecca God tv ho, by his word and aliniglitifnl 
decree, 

Hath appointed tliee Esau his lord to he, 

Hath appointed some way to have it hi ought about 
And that is this way, my sprite doth not doubt 
Jacob Upon ^our word, mother, I will assj> 
ere long , 

Yet it giudgeth my heart to do my brother wrong 
Rebecca Thou shalt do no wrong, son Jacob, 
on my peril 

Jacob Then, by God’s leave, once assay I will 
Rebecca Then farewell, dear son, God’s blesv 
ing and mine with thee 
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J 4.COB I ’Will again to the tent Well you he f 

[^Exeat Jacob 

Eebecca Ah, my sweet son Jacob, good foi- 
tune God thee send f 

The most gentle young man alive, as God me 
mend ’ 

And the most natural to father and mother 
0, that such a meek spirit were in thy biothei , 
Or thy sire loved thee, as thou hast merited. 

And then should Esau soon be dismheiited 


ACTUS PEIMI, SCJENA QUAETA 

Isaac, the husband Eebecca, the wife MiDO, 
the lad that leadeth blind Isaac 

Isaac Where art thou, my boy Mido, when I 
do thee lack 

Mido Who calleth Mido? heie, good master 
Isaac 

Isaac Come, lead me forth of doors a little, I 
thee pray 

Mido Lay your hand on my shoulder, and 
come on this way 

Eebecca Now, 0 Lord of heaven, the fountain 
of all grace, 

If it be thy good will, that my will shall take 
place 

Send success to Jacob, according to thy word. 

That his elder brother may serve him as his lord 

Mido Sir, whithei would ye go, now that 
abroad ye be 

Isaac To wife Eebecca 

Mido Yonder I do her see 

Eebecca Lord, thou knowest Jacob to be thy 
servant true, 

And Esau all froward thy ways to ensue 
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Mido Yonder slie is speaking, wliaie’vei she 
doth say 

By holding up her hands, it seemetli she doth 
pray 

Isaac 'V\nieie he ye, mfe Rebecca tv here be 
ye, \^oman'^ 

Rebecca. Who is that calleth^ Isaac, my good 
man'2 

Isaac Wheie be ye, wife Rebecca, let me 
understand *2 

Mido She cometh to you apace 

Rebecca Here, my lord, at hand 

Isaac Saving that whatsoever God doth is all 
right, 

No small grief it w^ere foi a man to lack his sight 
But what the Lord doth send or work by his high 

Will — 

Rebecca Cannot but be the best, no such thing 
can be ill 

Isaac All bodily punishment oi infirmity 
With all maims of nature, whatei ei they be, 

Yea, and all other afflictions temporal 
As loss, persecution, or troubles mortal, 

Aie notlnng but a trial or probation 
And what is he that firmly trubteth in the Loid, 
Oi steadfastly heheveth his promise and word, 
And knoweth him to he the God omnipotent, 

That feedeth and governeth all that he hath sent 
Protectmg his faithful in every degiee, 

And them to relieve in all their necessity '2 
What creature (I say) that doth this understand, 
Will not take all thmg m good heart at God% 
hand? 

Shall we at God's hand receive prosperity, 

And not he content likewise with adversit} '2 
We ought to be thankful whatever God doth send, 
And ourselves wholly to his will to commend 
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Eebecca So should it be, and I thank my lord 
Isaac, 

Such daily lessons at your hand I do not lack 
Isaac Why, then, should not I thank the Lord, 
if it please him, 

That I shall now be blmd, and my sight wax all dim 
For whoso to old age will here live and endure, 
jVIust of force abide all such defaults of nature 
Mmo Why, must I be blmd too, if I be an old 
man ^ 

How shall I grope the way, or who shall lead me 
then? 

I&A4C If the Lord ha\e appomted thee such old 
days to see, 

He will also provide that shall be meet for thee 
Mido I trow, if I weie blmd, I could go -well 
enou’, 

I could grope the way thus, and go as I do now 
I have done so eie now both by day and by night, 
As I see you grope the way, and have hit it right 
Rebecca Yea, sir boy, will ye play any such 
childish knack 

As to counterfeit j^our blmd master Isaac ? 

That IS but to mock him for his impediment 
Mido Nay, I never did it m any such intent 
Rebecca Nay, it is to tempt God, before thou 
have need, 

Whereby thou may’st provoke him, m very deed, 
With some great misfortune or plague to punish 
thee 

Mido Then \nll I never more do so, while 1 
may see 

But against I be blmd, I will be so perfit 
That, though no man lead me, I will go at mid- 
night 

Isaac Now, wife, touchmg the purpose that I 
sought for you 
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Rebecca AVliat say’th my lord Isaac to hib 
handmaid now 

I&4AC Ye have oft in covert woids been right 
earnest 

To have me grant unto ;you a boon and request 
But ye never told me yet plainly what it was ^ 
Therefore I have ever yet let the matter pass 
And now of late, by oft being from me absent, 

I have half susiiected you to be scarce content 
But, wife Rebecca, I would not have you to mom ii 
As though I did your honest petition scorn ^ 

For I never meant to deny in all my life 
Any lawful or honest request to my wife 
But in case it be a thing unreasonable, 

Then must I needs be to you untractable 
Now therefoie say on, and tell me vvliat is youi 
case 

Rebecca T would, if I vv’-ere sine in jour heait 
to find grace , 

Else, sir, I v’rould be loth 
Isaac To speak do not refrain 

And if it be reasonable, je shall obtain 
Otheiwise, ye must pardon me, gentle sweet wife 
Rebecca Sir, ye knovv j our son Esau, and see 
his life, 

How loose it IS, and how stiff he is and stubborn 
How retchlessly he doth himself misgoyern 
He giveth himself to hunting out of leason, 

And serveth the Lord and us at no time or season 
These conditions cannot be acceptable 
In the sight of God, nor to men allowable 
Now his brother Jacob, yom younger son and mine 
Both moie apply his heart to seek the ways divine 
He hveth here quietly at home m the tent, 

There is no man nor child hut is with him content 


^ Old copy, mui ne 
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Isaac 0 ■wife, I perceive ye speak of affection , 
To Jacob ye bear love, and to his brother none 

Eebecca Indeed, sir, I cannot love Esau bo 
well 

As I do Jacob, the plain truth to you to tell 
For I have no comfort of Esau, G-od wot 
I scarce know whe’r I have a son of luni or not 
He goeth abioad so early befoie daylight. 

And returneth home again so late m the night , 
And unneth I set e} e on him in the whole week 
No, sometime not in twain, though I do for him 
seek 

And all the neighbours see him as seldom as I , 
But when they would take lest, they hear him 
blow and cry 

Some see him so seldom, they ask if he be sick 
Sometimes some demand, whether he be dead or 
quick 

But, to make short tale, such his conditions be, 
That I wish of God he had ne’er been born of me 

Isaac Well, wife, I love Esau, and must foi 
causes twain 

Eebecca Surely your love is bestowed on him 
in vain ^ 

Isaac First, active he is, as any young man can 
be, 

And many a good morsel he biingeth home to me 
Then he is mine eldest and first-begotten son 

Eebecca If God were so pleased, I would that 
were foiedone 

Isaac And the eldest son is called the father’s 
might 

Eebecca K yours rest m Esau, God give us 
good night ^ 

Isaac A prerogative he hath m every thing 

Eebecca More pity he should have it without 
deserving 
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Isaac 01 all the goods liis portion is greatej 

Kebecca That the woitliy should ha\e it, I 
think much better 

Isvvc Among his biethien he hath the pre 
eminence 

Rebecca Where Esau is chief, there is a 
presence ^ 

Isaac 0\er his brethren he is sovereign anil 
lord 

Rebecca Such dignity in Esau doth ill accoid 

Isaac He is the head of the fathei's succession 

Rebecca I would Esau had lost that posses- 
sion 

Isaac And he hath the chief title of mherit- 
ance 

Rebecca Wisdom would m Esau change that 
ordinance 

Isaac To the eldest son is due the father’s 
blessing 

Rebecca That should be Jacob’s, if I might 
have my wishing \_Aude 

Isaac And the c£ief endowment of the fatliei’^ 
substance 

Rebecca Which -will tlnive well in Esau Ins 
governance 

Isaac By title of eldership he hatli his birth- 
right 

Rebecca And that vi'ould I lemove to Jacob, 
if I might \_ABide 

Isaac He must have double portion to another 

Rebecca That were more lit foi Jacob his 
younger brother 

Isaac In all manner of things divided by a 
rate 

Rebecca Well given goods to him, that the 
Lord doth liate * 

Is 1 AC "W^y say ye so of Esau, mme eldest son ? 
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Eebecca I say true, if lie proceed, as he hath 
begun 

Isaac Is he not your son too, as well as he is 
mine 

Wherefore do ye then against him thus sore re- 
pine 

Eebecca Because that in my spiiit verily I 
know, 

Vxod will set up Jacob, and Esau down throw 
I have showed you many a time ere tins day, 
What the Lord of them being in my womb did say 
I use not for to he, and I believe certain, 

That the Lord spake not these words to me in vain 
And Jacob it is (I know), in whom the Lord will 
His promises to you made and to youi seed fulfil 
Isaac I doubt not his promise made to me and 
my seed, 

Leaving to his conveyance how it shall proceed 
The Lord after his way may change thhnheritance , 
But I may not wittingly break our ordinance 
Eebecca Now would God I could persuade m} 
lord Isaac 

Jacob to prefer, and Esau to put back 
Isaac I may not do it, wife, I pray you be con- 
tent 

The title of birthright, that cometh by descent, 

Or the place of eldership coming by due course, 

I may not change nor shift for better nor for worse 
Nature's law it is, the eldest son to knowledge, 
And in no "wise to bar liim of his heritage 
And ye shall of Esau one day have comfort 
Eebecca Set a good long day then, or else we 
shall come short 

Isaac I warrant you, he ivill do well enough at 
length. 

Eebecca. You must needs commend him, being 
your might and strength 
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ISA4.C Well, now go we hence, little Mido, 
where art thou 

Mido I have stood here all this while, listening, 
how } ou 

And my dame Eebecca have been laying the law , 
But she hath as quick answers as evei I saw 
Ye could not speak anything unto hei so thick, 
But she had her answer as ready and as quick 
Isaac Yea, women's answers aie but lew times 
to seek 

Mido But I did not see Esau neither all this 
same week 

Nor do I love your son Esau so well, 

As I do love your son Jacob by a gieat deal 
Isaac No, doest thou, Mido and tell me the 
cause why 

Mido Why? foi I do not And none other 
cause know I 

But ei erybody, as well one as other, 

Do wish that J acob had been the elder bi othei 
ISAA.C Well, come on, let us go 
Mido And who shall lead you ? I ^ 

Eebecca. No, it is my office as long as I am b^ 
And I would all wives, as the world this day is, 
Would unto their husbands likewise do their office 
Mido Why, dame Eebecca, then all wedded 
men should be blmd 

Eebecca. What, thou foolish lad, no such thing 
was m my mind 


ACTUS SECUNDI, SC^NA PEIMA 

Eagan, the S€7 vmit of Esau 

Eagin I have heard it oft, but now I feel a 
wonder, 

In what grievous pam they die, that die for hunger 
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0 my gieedy stomach, how it doth bite and gnaw^ 
If I were at a rack, I could eat hay oi straw 
IVIine empty guts do fiet, my maw doth even tear, 
Would Grod I had a piece of some horsebread here 
Yet IS master Esau m worse case than I 

If he have not some meat, the sooner he will die 
He hath sunk foi faintness twice oi thrice by the 
way, 

And not one seely bit we got since yesterday 
All that ever he hath, he would have given to-day 
To have had but three morsels his hunger to allay 
Or in the field to have met with some hogs , 

1 could scaicely keep him fiom eating of these dogs 
He hath sent me afore some meat for to provide, 
And cometh creeping after, scarce able to stride 
But if I know where to get of any man, 

For to ease mine own self, as hungry as I am, 

I pray God I stink, but if any come to me, 

Die who die will , for sure I will first served be 
I will see, if any be ready here at home, 

Or whether Jacob have any, that peakish mome 
But first I must put all my dogs up. 

And lay up this gear, and then God send us the 
cup 


ACTUS SECUNDI, SO^NA SECUNDA 

Esau, the master Eagan, the servant 

\Esau cometh %n so faint^ that he can scai ce go 

Esw 0, what a grievous pain is hungei to a 
man *2 

Take all that I have for meat, help who that can 

0 Lord, some good body, for God's sake, give me 

meat 

1 force not what it were, so that I had to eat 
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Meat or drink, save my hfe — or bread, I reck not 
what 

If there be nothing else, some man give me a cat 
If any good body on me will do so much cost, 

I will tear and eat her raw, she shall ne'er be rest 

I promise of honesty I will eat her raw 

And what a noddy was I, and a whoreson daw, 

To let Eagan go with all my dogs at once 
A shoulder of a dog were now meat for the nonce 
0, what shall I do ^ my teeth I can scarcely charm 
Piom gnawing away the brawn of my very arm 
I can no longer stand for faint, I must needs he 
And except meat come soon, lemediless I die 
And where ait thou, Eagan, whom I sent before 2 
Unless thou come at once, I never see thee more 
Where ait thou, Eagan , I hear not of thee yet ^ 

Eagan Here, as fast as I can, but no meat can 
I get 

Not one draught of drink, not one poor morsel of 
bread 

Not one bit oi crumb, though I should stiaight- 
way be dead 

Theiefoie }e may now see, how much ye are to 
blame, 

That will thus starve yourself for following yoiu 
game 

Esau Ah, thou villam, tellest thou me this nov ^ 
If [I] had thee, I would eat thee, to God I vow 
Ah, meat, thou whoreson, why hast thou not 
brought me meat ^ 

Eagan Would you have me bring you that, I 
can nowheie get % 

Esau Come hither, let me tell thee a word in 
tlnne ear. 

Eagan Nay, speak out aloud I will not come 
a foot near 

Fall je to snatching at folks ^ adieu, I am gone 

VOL II 0 
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Esau Nay, foi God’s love, Eagan, leave me not 
alone 

I will not eat thee, Eagan, so God me help 

Eagan No, I shall desire you to choose some 
other whelp 

Being in your hest lust, I would topple with ye, 
And pluck a good crow, eie }^e brake your fast 
with me 

What are you mankind now '2 I reckon it best, I, 
To bind your hands behind you, even as ye he 

Esau Nay, have mercy on me, and let me not 
perish 

Eagan In faith, nought could I get, wherewith 
you to cherish 

Esau Was there nothing to be had among so 
many 1 

Eagan I could not find one but Jacob that had 
any. 

And no grant would he make for ought that I 
could say. 

Yet no man alive with faiiei words could him pia^^ 
But the best red pottage he hath, that evei as 

Esau Go, pray him, I may speak with him once, 
ere I pass 

Eagan That message, by God’s grace, shall not 
long be undone 

Esau Hie thee, go apace, and return again soon 
If Jacob have due Ecotherly compassion. 

He will not see me faint after this fashion , 

But I daresay, the wretch had rather see me throst, 
Than he would find m bis heart to do so much cost 
Eoi w^here is, between one fremman® and another, 
Less love found than now between brother and 
brother 


^ ^ c , Mankind, masculine, furious 
a Stranger A more usual form i&fremd 
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Will Jacob come forth to shew comfort unto me ^ 
The whoreson hypocrite will as soon hanged he 
Yet, peace, methinketh Jacob is coming indeed 
And my mind giveth me at his hand I shall speed, 
Eor he is as gentle and loving as can he, 

As full of compassion and pity 
But let me see, doth he come *2 no, I warrant you 
He come, quod I *2 tush, he come^ then hang 
Esau ’ 

Foi there is not tins day m all the world round 
Such another hodypeak wretch to be found, 

And Eagan my man, is not that a fine knave '2 
Have any mo masters such a man as I have '2 
So idle, so loit'rmg, so trifling, so toying ^ 

So pratthng, so trattlmg, so chiding, so boying ^ 

So jesting, so wresting, so mocking, so mowing 
So nipping, so tripping, so cocking, so crowing 2 
So knappish, so snappish, so elvish, so froward 2 
So crabbed, so wrahbed, so stiff, so untoward '2 
In play or in pastime so jocund, so merry *2 
In work or in labour so dead or so weary '2 
0, that I had his ear between my teeth now, 

I should shake him, even as a dog that lulleth a 
sow 

But in faith, if ever I recover myself. 

There was nevei none trounced, as I shall ti ounce 
that elf 

He and Jacob are agreed, I daresay, I, 

Not to come at all, but to suffer me here to die 
Which if they do, they shall find this same word 
true 

That, after I am dead, my soul shall them pursue 
I will be avenged on all foes, till I die 
Yea, and take vengeance, when I am dead too, I 
Foi, I mistrust, against me agreed they have 
Foi thone is but a fool, and thother a stark kna\e 
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Entet Eag-AN and Jacob helwid^ convening 

Eagan I assure you, Jacob, the man is veiy 
weak 

Esau But hark once again, methink I hear 
them speak > 

Eagan I promise you, I fear his life be already 
pass'd 

Jacob May God forbid * 

Esau Lo, now they come at last 

Eagan If ye believe not me, see yourself, where 
he is 

Jacob Fie, brother Esau, what a folly is this 
About vain pastime to wander abroad and peak, 
Till with hunger you make yourself thus faint and 
weak 

Esau Brother Jacob, I pray you chide now no 
longer, 

But give me somewhat, wherewith to slake mine 
hunger 

Jacob Alack, brother, I have in my little cot- 
tage 

[N’othmg but a mess of gross and homely pottage 

Esau Eefresh me therewithal!, and boldly ask 
of me 

The best thing that I have, whatsoever it be 
I were a very beast, when thou my hfe dost save 
If I should stick with thee for the best thmg I 
have 

Jacob Can ye be content to sell your birthright 
to me 

Esau Hold, here is my hand, I do sell it here 
to thee 

With all the profits thereof henceforth to be thine, 
As free, as full, as large, as ever it was mine 

Jacob Then swear thou hand in hand before 
the living Lord 
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Tills bargain to fulfil, and to stand by tliy word 

Esau Before the Lord I sweai, to whom each 
heart is known, 

That my birthiight that was from henceforth is 
thine own 

J AGOB Thou shalt also with me by this pionuse 
indent, 

With this bargain and sale to hold thyself content 

E'sAU If each penny thereof might be woitli 
twenty pound, 

I willingly to thee surrender it this stound 

And if each cicle might be worth a whole talent, 

I piomise with this sale to hold me content 

Jacob Come, let us set him on foot, that he 
may go sup 

Eagan Nay, first I will know a thing, ere I 
help him up, 

Sirrah, will } e eat folk, when ye are long fasting ? 

Esau No, I piay thee help me up, and leave thy 
jesting 

Eagan No, trow, eat your brother Jacob now, 
if you lust , 

For you shall not eat me, I tell you, that is just 

Jacob Come, that with my pottage thou may’st 
refreshed be 

Esau There is no meat on earth, that so well 
liketh me 

Eagan Yet I may tell you, it is pottage dearly 
bought 

Esau No, not a whit, for my bargain take thou 
no thought 

I defy that birthright that should be of more price 

Than helping of one^s self I am not so unwise 

Eagan And how then, sir, shall poor Eagan 
have no meat 1 

Esau Yes, and if thou canst my brother Jacob 
intreat 
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Jacob God grant I have enough for Esau alone 
Eagan Why then I perceive poor Eagan shall 
have none 

[Esau, entering into JacoVs tent, sliaXeth 
Ragan off 

W'ell, much good do it you -with your pottage of 
nee 

I would fast and fare ill, ere I ate of that pnee 
Would I sell my birthright, being an eldest son ^ 
Forsooth then were it a fair thread that I had 
spun 

And then to let it go for a mess of pottage * 

Wliat is that but both unthriftmess and dotage ? 
Alack, alack, good blessed father Isaac, 

That ever son of thine should play such a levd 
knack • 

And yet I do not think but God this thing hath 
wrought. 

For Jacob is as good, as Esau is nought 
But forth cometh Mido, as fast as he can trot 
For a cicle, whether to call me in or not '2 


ACTUS SECUNDI, SC^NA TEETIA 

Mido, the loy Eagan 

\M%do cometh %n clapping Jus hands and 
laughing 

Ua, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, 

Now who saw e’er such another as Esau *2 
By my truth, I will not he to thee, Eagan, 

Since I was born, I never see any man 
So greedily eat nee out of a pot or pan 
He would not have a dish, but take the pot and 
sup 
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Ye never saw hungry dog so stab ^ potage up 
Eag in Why, how did he sup it I pray thee, 
tell me, how ? 

Mido Marry, even thus, as thou shalt see me 
do now 

\Ilere he tounteijetteth mapping out of the pot 
0, I thank you, Jacob with all my heart, Jacob 
(xently done, Jacob a fiiendly part, Jacob f 
I can sup so, Jacob ’ 

Yea, then will I sup too, Jacob 
Heie IS good meat, Jacob * 

EaG4N As ere was eat, Jacob ' 

Mido As e’er I saw, Jacob ’ 

EaG 4N Esau a daw, Jacob * 

Mido Sweet rice pottage, Jacob ^ 

Eigan By Esau’s dotage, Jacob 
Mido Jolly good cheer, Jacob ’ 

Eagan But bought full dear, Jacob ^ 

Mido I was huiigiy, Jacob 
Eagan I was an unthrift, Jacob 
Mido Ye i^ill none now, Jacob 
Eaga-N I cannot for you, Jacob 
Mido I -n^iU eat all, Jacob 
EAlGA-N The deAul go with all, Jacob 
Mido Thou art a good son, J acob 
EA.GAN And would he never have done, Jacob 
Mido No, but still coggl’d^ in, like Jackdaw 
that cries ha lob * 

That to be kill’d I could not laughing foibear 
And therefore I came out, I durst not abide there 
Eag4N Is there any pottage left for me, that 
thou wot '2 


1 The meaning seems to be obvious enough, but the word 
IS not to be found in our glossaries 
- Halliwell mentions this word, but none of his interpie- 
tations suits the present context 
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Mido No, I left Esau about to lick the pot 

Eagan Lick, quod thou'Z now a shame take 
him that can all lick 

Mido The pot shall need no washing, he will it 
so lick , 

And by this he is sitting down to bread and drink 

Eagan And shall I have no part with him, dost 
thou think 

Mido No, for he pray’d Jacob, eie he did begin, 
To shut the tent fast, that no mo guests come in 

Eagin And made he no mention of me his 
ser\ ant 

Mido He said thou weie a knave, and bad thee 
hence avaunt 

Go shift, where thou couldest, thou gottest nothing 
there 

Eag4.n God yield you, Esau, vith all my 
stomach cheer • ^ 

Mido I must in again, lest perhaps I be shent, 
Foi I asked noboby licence, when I went [Lxeat 

Eagan Nay, it is his nature, do what ye can for 
him, 

No thank at his hand, but choose you, sink oi 
swim 

Then reason it with him in a meet time and place, 
And he shall be ready to flee straight in your face 
This proverb m Esau may be understand 
Claw a churl by the tail, and he will file ^ your hand 
Well i-wis, Esau, ye did know w^ell enou’. 

That I had as much need to be meated as you 
Have I trotted and trudged all night and all day, 
And now leave me without door, and so go yoiii 
way *2 

Have I spent so much labour for you to provide, 
And you notlnng regard what of me may betide ? 


^ Did copj^, stomackei e 


® Defile 
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Ha've I run with you while I was able to go, 

And now you purchase food for yoursell and no 
mo *2 

Have I taken so long pain you truly to seive, 

And can ye be content, that I famish and starve ? 

I must lacquey and come lugging greyhound and 
hound, 

And cairy the weight, I daic say, of twenty pound, 
And to help Ins hunger purchase grace and favour, 
And now to be shut out fasting for my labour ^ 

By my faith, I may say I serve a good master, 
Nay, nay, I serve an lU husband and a waster 
That neither profit regardeth nor honesty, 

What marvel I tlien, if he pass so hght on me '2 
But, Esau, now that ye have sold your birthiight, 

I commend me to yoa, and God give you good 
mght 

And let a friend tell him his fau’t at any time, 

Ye shall hear him chafe bejond all reason or 
rhyme 

Except it V ere a fnend or a very hell hound, 

Ye never saw the match of him in any ground 
When I shew him of good-will, what others do say, 
He V ill fall out with me, and offer me a fray 
And what can there be a worser condition, 

Than to do ill, and refuse admonition 2 
Can such a one prosper, or come to a good end ^ 
Then I care not how many cliildien God me send 
Once Esau shall not beguile me, I can tell 
Except he shall fortune to amend, or do well 
Therefore why do I about him vaste thus much 
talk, 

Whom no man can induce ordmately to walk *2 
But some man perchance doth not a little wonder, 
How I, who but right now did roar out for hunger, 
Have now so much vacant and void time of leisure, 
To vralk and to talk, and discourse all of pleasure 
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I told you at the first, I would provide for one 
My mother taught me that lesson a good while 
agone 

When I came to Jacob, his friendship to require, 

I drew near and near till I came to the fire 
There hard beside me stood the pottage-pot, 

Even as God would have it, neither cold nor hot , 
Good simple Jacob could not turn his back so thick 
But I at the ladle got a gulp or a lick , 

So that, ere I went, I made a very good meal. 

And din’d better cheap than Esau a good deal 
But here cometh now master Esau forth 


ACTUS SECUNDI, SCiEKA QUAETA 
Esau ami Ragan 

Ah, sir, when one is hungry, good meat is much 
worth 

And well fare a good brother yet in time of need, 
[Eiiau cometh forth, wiping his month 

The world is now meetly well amended indeed, 
Esau By my truth, if I had bidden ^ from meat 
any longei, 

I think my very maw would have fret asunder 

Then had I been dead and gone, I make God a 
vow 

Ragan Surely then the world had had a great 
loss of you , 

For where should we have had your fellow in 5^ our 
place? {Aside 

Esau What should I have done with my birth- 
right in this case ? 

Ragan Kept it stiU, and you had not been a 
very ass {Aside 


1 Abided 
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Esau But the best pottage it was yet, that e\ei 
was 

It were sm not to sell one’s soul for such gear 

Eagan Ye have done no less in m} conscience, 
I fear [Jstde 

Es4.u Y^ho IS this that standeth clattering at 
my back 

Eagan A poor man of youis, sir, that doth his 
dinner lack 

Esau Dinner, whoreson knave dinner at this 
time a’ day *2 

Nothing with thee but dmnei and munching alvva> 
Whj', thy whoreson villain slave, who is hungry 
now '2 

Eagan Indeed, sir (as seemeth by your w ords ) 
not you 

Esau A man w ere better fill the bellies of some 
twelfe. 

Than to fill the gut of one such whoreson elf , 

That doth none other good but eat, and drink, and 
sleep 

E4.GAN He shall do something else, whom ye 
shall have to keep [Jside 

Esau And that maketh thee so slothful and so 
lither, 

I dare say he was six hours coming hither, 

When I sent him to make provision afore. 

Not passing a mile hence or verv little more 
And yet being so far pass’d the hour of dinmg, 

See, and the kna^ e be not for his dmner whining ' 
Fast a while, fast ivith a mischief, greedy slave, 
Must I provide meat for every glutton laiave ^ 

Eagan I may fast, for any meat that of you I 
have [Aside 

Esau Or deserve thy dinner, before thou do’t 
crave 

E4.GAN If I have not deserved it at this season, 
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I shall never deserve it in mine own reason 

Ye promised I should eat, till I cried ho 

Esau Yea, that was, if we took eithei hare, 
teg, or doe 

EAGA.N But when yourself were hungry, ye said, 
I wot what 

Es4.u What, thou vdlain slave, tellest thou me 
now of that 'l 

Eagan Then, help, run apace, Eagan, my good 
servant 

Esau Yea then was then, now is it otherwise 
avaunt f 

Have I nothing to do hut provide meat for }'Ou 

Eagan Ye might have given me some pait, 
when ye had enough 

Es 4XJ A^at, of the red rice pottage with Jacob 
Ihad^ 

Why, the ciow would not give it her bird — ^thou 
art mad. 

Is that meat for you 1 nay, it would make you too 
rank 

Hay, soft, brother mme, I must keep you moie 
lank 

It hath made me ever^ smce so lusty and^ fresh, 

As though I had eaten all dehcates of flesh 

I feel no manner faintness whereof to complain 

Eagan Yet to-morrow ;^e must be as hungry 
again, 

Then must ye and will ye wish again foi good 
cheer 

And repent you, that ever ye bought tins so 
dear 

Esah Eepent me ? wherefore then the Lord 
give me sorrow , 

If it were to do, I would do it to-morrow 


1 Old copy, even 


2 Old cop>, as 
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Foi, thou foohsh knave, what hath Jacob of me 
bought '2 

It^GAN But a matter of a straw and a thing of 
nought * 

Esau My birthright and whole title of mine 
eldership, 

Mairy, sir, I pray God much good do it hi«! 
maship, 

If I die to-morrov , what good would it do me '2 
If he die to-morrow, what benefit hath he ^ 

And foi a thing hanging on such casuahty, 

Better a mess of pottage than nothing, pardy ? 

If my fathei live long, when should I it enjoy ^ 

If my father die soon, then it is but a toy 
For if the time were come, thinkest thou that 
Jacob 

Should find Esau such a lout or such a lob 
To suffer him to enjoy my birthright in re^st ^ 

Nay, I will fiist toss him and ti ounce him of tlie 
best, 

I think to find it a matter of conscience, 

And Jacob fiist to have a fart, su reverence 
When my father Isaac shall the matter know, 

He will not let Jacob have my birthiight, I trow 
Oi if he should keep it as his ovm, I pray j on, 
Might not I live without it, and do well enou’ ^ 

Do none but men’s eldest sons prosper well ? 

How live younger brethren then, I beseech you, 
tell? 

Once, if anything be by the sword to he got, 

This falchion and I will ha\e part to our lot 
But now come on, go we abroad awhile and walk, 
Let my birthright go, and of other matters talk 

Eagan Who — I, walk? nay, I trow not, till I 
have better din’d 

It IS more time to seek, where I may some meat 
find 
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Esau What say’st thou, drawlatch '2 come forth, 
with a mischief • 

Wilt thou not go with me ? on, forward, whoreson 
thief 

Shall it he as pleaseth you, or as pleaseth me 

Eagan Nay, as pleaseth ^ou, sii, methiiik it 
must he 

Esau And where he my dogs and my hound ? 
he they all well 

Eagan Better than your man, for they he in 
their kennel 

Esau Then go see all he well in my part of the 
tent 

Eaga.n With a right good will, sir, I go incon- 
tinent 

Esau And I will to my field, the which I 
cleansed last. 

To see what hope there is, that it will yield fruit 
fast 

ACTUS SECUNDI, SC^NA QUAETA 
Jacob Mido Eebecca Abra, the handmaid 

Jacob Thou knowest, little Mido, where my 
mothei IS 

Mido I can go to her as straight as a thread, 
and not miss 

Jacob Go call her, and come again with hei 
thine own self 

Mido Yes, ye shall see me scud like a little elf 

Jacob Where I have, hy the enticement of niy 
mother. 

Bargained and bought the birthright of my brother 
Turn it all to good, 0 Lord, if it he thy will 
Thou knowest my heart, Lord, I did it for no ill 
And whatever shall please thee to work or to do, 
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Thou shalt find me prest and obedient thereto 
But here is my mother Rebecca now in place 
Mido How say } ou, master J acob, ran not I 
apace 

Jacob Yes, and a good son to go qmck on youi 
eirand 

Rebecca Son, how goetb the matter '2 let me 
understand 

Jacob Forsooth, mother, I did so, as }e me 
bad, 

Esau to sell me all his birthiight persuade 

Rebecca Hast thou bought it indeed, and he 
theieiMth content 

Jacob Yea, and have his promise, that he will 
nevfei repent 

Rebecca Is the bargain through^ hast tlioii 
paid him his pnce 

Jacob Yea, that I ha%"e, a mess of led pottage 
of rice, 

And he ate it up e\ery 'vvhit, well I wot 

Mido When he had supp’d up all I saw him 
lick the pot , 

Thus he licked, and thus he heked, and this way 
I thought to lia've lick’d the pot myself once to-day , 
But Esau beguil’d me, I shrew him for that, 

And left not so much as a lick for puss our cat 
Rebecca Son Jacob, forasmuch as thou hast so 
well sped, 

With an h} mn or psalm let the Lord be praised 
Sing we all togethei, and give tlianks to the Lord, 
Whose promise and performance do so well accord 
Mido Shall we sing the same hymn, that all 
our house doth sing 'Z 

For Abraham and his seed to give God praismg 
Rebecca Yea, the very same 
Mido Then must we all kneel down thus, 

And Ahra, our maid, here must also sing -with us, 
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Kneel down, Abra , wbat, I say, will ye not kneel 
down** 

Kneel, when I bid you, the slackest wench in this 
town > 

\Ke'ie they hieel dotvn to sing all four ^ saving that 
Ahats slaclest and Mido is quickest'] 


THE FIRST SONG 

Blessed he thou^ 0 the God of Ah alianiy 

Foi thou art the Loid our God, and none hut thou 
^yhat thou woo kest to the glory of thy name, 

Passeth man^s i eason to search what way or how 
Thy promise it ivas Ahaham should have seed 
Afore than the stars of the sky to he told , 

Be believed, and had Isaac indeed, 

When both he and Sara seemed veiy old 
Isaac many years longed for a son, 

Rebecca, thy handmaid, long time was barren, 

By prayer in thy sight such favour he won, 

That at one birth she brought him foith sons 
twain, 

Wherefoi e, 0 Lord, we do confess and believe, 

That both thou const and wilt thy promise fulfil 
But how it shqll come, we can no reason give. 

Save all to be wrought according to thy will. 

Blessed be thou, 0 God of Abraham, Ac 

Eebecca Now, doubt not, Jacob, but God hath 
appointed thee 

As the eldest son unto Isaac to be 
And nowha\e no doubt, but thou art sure elected, 
And that unthrift Esau of God is rejected 
And to sell thee his birthright since he was so 
mad, 

I warrant thee the blessing that he should have had 
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Jacob Yea ? liow may that be ^v'louglit 
Rebecca Yes, yes, let me alone 
Our^ good old Isaac is blind, and cannot see, 

So that by policy he may beguiled be, 

I shall devise how foi no ill intent ne tliouglit. 

But to bring to pass that I know God will ha'^e 
wrought, 

And I charge } on twain, Abra and little Mido 
Mido Nay, ye shoidd have set Mido befoie 
Abia, I trow, 

For I am a man towaid, and so is not she 
Abra No, but yet I am moie woman towaid 
than ye 

Rebecca I charge you both that, whatever hath 
been spoken, 

Ye do not to any hving body open 
Abra For my part it shall to no body uttered bo 
Mido And slit my tongue, if e\ei it come out 
for me 

But if any tell, Abia here will he prattling 
For they say, women wiH ever he clattering 
ABRi There is none heie that piattleth so much 
as }ou 

Rebecca No mo v oids, but hence we altogethei 
now [I!;rei(nt om?ia 

ACTUS TERTIJ, SC^^INA PRIMA 

Esau Is^ac Mido 

Esau Now, since I last saw mine old fathei 
Isaac, 

Both I do tlunk it long, and he will judge me slack, 
But he cometh forth , I will here listen and see, 
Whether he shall chance to speak any -word of me 

[Steps aside 

^ Old copy, once 

VOL TI P 
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Isaac On, lead me forth, Mido, to the bench 
on this hand, 

That I may sit me down, for I cannot long stand 

Mido Here, sir, this same way, and ye be at 
the bench now, 

Where ye may sit down in God’s name, if please 
you 

Isaac I marvel, where Esau my son doth be- 
come, 

That he doth now of days visit me so seldom 
But it IS oft seen, whom fathers do best favour, 

Of them they have least love again for their labour 
I think, since I saw him, it is a whole week 
In faith, little Mido, I would thou wouldest him 
seek 

Mido Forsooth, Master Isaac, and I knew it 
where. 

It should not be very long ere I would be there 
But shall I at adventure go seek where he is ? 

Esau Seek no farther, Mido already here he is 

Isaac Methmketh, I have Esau his voice pei- 
ceived 

Esau Ye guess truly, father, ye are not deceived 

Mido Here he is come now invisible, by my 
soul 

For I saw him not, till he spake hard at my poll ' 

Isaac How, go thou m, Mido, let u^ two heie 
alone 

Mido Su, if ye command me, full quickly I am 
gone 

Isaac Yet, and if I call thee, see thou be not 
slack 

Mido I come at the first call, good Master 
Isaac 

Isaac Son Esau 

Esau Here, father 

Isaac Is none here but we ? 
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Esau None to harken our talk, father, that I 
do see 

[Rebecca eiit&ceth behind unseen, and listens 

1*5 lAC Son Esau, why hast thou been from me 
so long 

Esau I ciy you mercy, father, if I ha^e done 
mong 

But I am loth to tiouhle you, having nothing 
To piesent you vithal, nor vemson to bring 

Isaac Son Esau, thou knowest that I do thee 
love 

Esau I thank you for it, father, as doth me 
behove 

Isaac And now thou seest my days draw toward=j 
an end 

Esau That is to me great luth, if I could it 
amend 

Isaac I must go the wa3r of all mortal desh, 
Therefoie, while my memoiy and vit is yet fiesh, 

I V ould thee endow mine heiitage to succeed 
And bless liiee, as I ought, to multiply my seed 
The Grod of niy fathei Abraham and of me 
Hath inomised, that oui seed as the sand shall be 
He is a God of tiuth, and in liis w^oids just 
Therefoie m my voikmg shall be no fault, I tin 'at 
Now, therefore, son Esau, get thee forth to hunt, 
With thy bow and quivei, as erst thou hast been 
wont , 

[And] bimg me of thy vemson that is good 

Esau Ye shall have of the best that runneth m 
the wood 

Isaac Wkm thou comest home, to diess it it 
shall behove, 

And to make for mine own tooth such meat as I 
love 

Thus do, mine owm dear son, and then I shall thee 
kiss 
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With the ki&s of peace, and thee foi evei hlebb 
Esau Your will t* accomphsh, most dear fathei 
Isaac, 

With all good haste and speed I shall not be found 
slack 

Isaac Then help lead me home, in my tent that 
I were set. 

And then go, when thou wilt 
Esau I shall withouten let 

ACTUS TEETIJ, SCJSNA SEOUNDA 
Eebecca 

Eebecca This talk of Isaac in secret have I 
heard. 

And what end it should come to, my heart is afeard, 
Ne^er had I so much ado to forbear to speak 
But the Lord, I trust, will Isaac’s purpose break 
\JE[e'i e she hieeleth down, and pra^pfh 

0 God of Abraham, make it of none effect 

Let Jacob have the blessing, whom thou hast elect 

1 foi my part shall woik what may be wrought, 
That it may to Jacob from Esau be brought, 

And in will I go to see what I can devise. 

That Isaac’s intent may fail in any wise 


ACTUS TEETIJ, SC-^YA TEETIA 
Eagan Esau 

Eagan Nay, we must on hunting go j et once 
more again, 

[Mere he cometh /o? th with his hunting staff 
and other things, and a hag of victuals 
And never come home now, except we speed certain, 
But I trow for hunger I have provided here 
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That whatever befal, I, Eagan, shall have cheer 
I have no time to tell what delicates here be, 

But (thmk this to be true) they ’re fit for better 
men than me 

And what 'I shall Esau hereof have any part 
Nay, I tiust to convey it by such pretty art 
That, till the bag be clear, he shall it nevei see 
I shall, and if he faint, feed him as he fed me 
I shall lequite his shuttmg me out of the door 
That, if he bid me lun to get him meat afore, 

I shall lun as fast as my feet were made of lead, 
And tell him there is none, though I may well be 
sped 

I will be even with him for my fare last day, 
"Wlien he was with Jacob 

[Bsau e?ifers suddenly heliind him 
Esau T\Tiat is it that thou dost sai 

Eagan Sir, on your behalf I earnestly wish and 
pray 

That, if hke need chance, ye may fare as last day, 
AATien ye were with Jacob 

Esau Well, come on, let us go 

EiGAN E\en wdien ye wull, is there let m mt 
or no ^ \_Exeunt ainbo 

ACTUS QUAETI, SCm^A PEIMA 
Eebecca Jacob 

Eebecca Son Jacob, even now is come the very 
hour 

That, if thou have any grace, or heart, or power, 
To play thy pait w^ell, and stick unto it through- 
out, 

Esau his blessing will be thine without doubt 
Jacob Mother, I know your good-will to be 
unfeigned , 
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But I see not wliicli way the tlung may be attained 
Eebecca I have it contrived, how all things 
shall be done, 

Do thou as I shall bid thee, and it will be v on 
Jacob Mother, m me shall be no fault oi negli- 
gence 

Eebecca Then harken veiy well unto this my 
sentence 

I heard old Isaac, in a long, solemn talk, 

Bid thy brother Esau to the field to walk, 

And there with his bow to kill him some venison, 
Winch brought and dressed, he istohavehisbenisoii 
For I am aged (said Isaac truly). 

And would bless thee, deal son, befoi e that I die 
Now IS Esau gone to do it even so , 

But while he is away, I would have thee to go 
Abroad unto the flock, and fetch me kids twain. 
Of which I shall wuth a tiice make such meat 
certain, 

As shall say, Come^ eat me, and shall make old Isaac 
Lick his lips thereat, so toothsome shall it smack 
I shall make him thereof such as he doth love, 
AVhich in thy brother's stead to bless thee shall him 
mo\e 

Jacob 0 sweet and dear mother, tins device is 
but vain, 

For Esau is rough, and I am smooth certain 
And so, when I shall to my father bring this meat, 
Perchance he will feel me, before that he will eat 
Old men be mistrustful he shall the mattei take, 
That I went about my father a fool to make 
Mother, by such a prank the mattei will be worse 
And I instead of blessmg shall pui chase me his 
curse 

Eebecca On me be thy cuise, my son, let it 
hght on me 

Only fetch thou the kids hithei, as I bid thee, 
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Do thou thy true devoir, and let God v oik theiein 
Jacob Upon your woid, mother, I will the 
thing begin, 

Send me httle Mido to help me bear a kid 
Eebbcca He shall come by and by, lor so I 
shall him bid 

Now, Lord, and if thou please that this thing 
shall take place, 

Furthei this oui enterprise, helping with thy giace 

[Exit 


ACTUS QUAETI, BGMNA SECUNDA 
Jacob aiid Mido 

Mido Are ye here, mastei Jacob I came 30U 
to look, 

And heie dame Eebecca hath sent you your sheep- 
crook , 

And hath commanded me to wait on ;you this daj 

But wherefore or why, she would nothing to me 
say 

J acob Come on then, follow me, Mido, a little 
ways 

Mido AYhither ye shall lead me , I am at all 
assays 

Jacob And art thou able to bear a kid on th}’ 
back 

Mido I am able, I trow, to bear a qnarter-sack 

How say yon to this coipse'? is it not fat and round ? 

How say ye to these legs come they not to the 
ground 1 

And be not here arms able youi matter to speed ^ 

Be not here likely shoulders to do such a deed** 

Therefore come, master Jacob, if this 3^our doubt 
be 

For bringing home of kids, lay the biggest on me, 
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So that if we make a feast, I may have some part 
Jacob Yes, that shalt thou, Mido, right 
worthy thou art 


ACTUS QUAETI, SCiENA TEETIA 
Eebecca Abra 

Eebecca I come to see, if Jacob be gone a-field 
yet, 

A httle slacking may all our purpose let 
But now that he is gone, he will be heie at once, 
Therefore I will call my maid Abra for the nonce 
That all thing within may be m a readiness 
Abra, wheie be ye, Abra 

Abra Here within, mistress 

Eebecca Come forth when, Abra what, 
Abra, I say * 

Abra Anon 

Eebecca Must I call so oft ? why come ye not 
by and by ? 

Abra I was washing my vessel forsooth, mis- 
tress, I 

Eebecca And in very deed, look that all your 
vessels be clean 

Abra There is not one foul piece in all oui 
tent, I ween 

Eebecca Then make a great fire, and make 
ready your pot. 

And see there be plenty of water, cold and hot , 
And see the spit be scoured as clean as any pearl 

Abra If this be not quickly done, call me 
naughty girl 

Eebecca. Nay, soft, whither away 1 I have not 
yet all done 

Abra I thought ye would have had me as quick 
to be gone, 
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As when ye call Abra, ye would have me to come 

Eebecca Then see ye have made ready cloves, 
mace, and cinnamon 

Pepper and saffron , then fet heibs for the pot ^ 

Abra We will have the best that by me can be 
got 

Eebecca And let no foul corner be about all 
the tent 

Abra If ye find any fault, hardly let me be 
shent ' 

Is there anything else but that I may go now ? 

Eebecca IsTought but that, when I come, I find 
no fault in you. 

Abra No, I warrant you, I will not let my 
matters sleep 

Eebecca Any good wench will at her dame^ 
bidding take keep 

Now, God of Abraham, as I trust in thy giace, 
Send Jacob the blessing m Esau his place 
As thou hast oi darned, nght so must all thmg be 
Pei form thine own words, Lord, which thou 
spakest to me 

Now wull I go ill to see, that mine old husband 
May of my secret workmg nothing understand 
Or in case he smell what w^e have thus far begun, 
He may think it all for Esau to be done 


ACTUS QUAETI, SC^NA QUAETA 

Abra, the maid Deborah, the nurse 

xA.bra He, that were now within, should find 
all thing, I ween, 

As trim as a trencher, as tnck, as sweet, as clean 
And seeing that my dame prepareth such a feast, 

I will not, I trow^, be found such a sluttish beast, 



34 


THE HISTORY OF 


That theie shall any filth about our tent be kept, 
But that both within and without it shall be 
swept 

let h&i sweep ivith a broom, and while 
she doth it, sing this song, and when she 
hath sung, let her say thus ^ 

THE SECOND SONG- 

It hath been a proverb, before I was horn, 

Young doth it prick, that will be a ihom 
Who will he evil, or who mil he good, 

Who given to ti iith, oi who to falsehood 
Each bodfs youth showeth a gi eat likelihood 
For young doth it prich, that will be a thorn 

Who so in youth will no goodness emh ace. 

But follow pleasure, and not virtues trace. 

Great marvel it is, if such come to gi ace 
Foi young doth liprvck, that will he a thorn 

Such as in youth will refuse to be taught. 

Or will be slack to work, as he ought. 

When they come to age, their pi oof will be nought 
For young doth it puck, that will be a thorn 

If a child have been given to any vice. 

Except he be guided by such as be wise. 

He will thereof all his life have a S2nce 
For youny doth it prick, that will be a thorn 

It hath been a proverb, &c 

Abra Now have I done, and, as it should be 
for the nonce, 

My sweeping and my song are ended both at once 
Now but for fetting mine herbs I might go play 
Deborah, nurse Deborah, a word, I you pray 

^Referring to the speech below In the old copy this 
direction is printed m the margin, and such is, no doubt, its 
most suitable position 
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Enter Deborah 

Deborah What is the mattei ^ 'wiio calleth me 
Dehoiah *2 

Abra Foisooth, gentle nurse, even I, httle Abra, 
I pray you, sweet Deborah, take m tins same broom, 
And look well to all thing, till I return home 
I must to the garden as last as I can trot, 

As I was commanded, to fet heibs for the pot 
But, m the meantime, I piay you, nuise, look 
about, 

And see well to the file, that it go not out , 

I will amble so fast, that I will soon be theie, 

And here again, I trow, eie an horse lick Ins eai 

\Exii 

Deborah Theie is not a jirettier giil within 
this mile, 

Than this Abia will be within this httle while 
As tiue as any steel, }e may trust hei with gold 
Though it weie a bushel, and not a penny told 
As quick about her work, that must be quiekb 
sped 

As any wench in twenty mile about hei tread 
As fine a piece it is, as I know but a few. 

Yet perchance her husband of her may have \ 
shrew 

Cat after kmd (say’th the pioveib) sweet milk will 
lap, 

If the mother be a shiew, the daughter cannot 
’scape 

One sure^ mark she hath I marvel, if she shp 
For her nose is growing above her over lip 
But it is time, that I into the tent be gone, 

Lest she come and chide me , she will come now 
anon 


^ Old copy, omc oui Perhaps we ought to read sour 
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ACTUS QUAETI, SC^NA QUINTA 
Abra 

Abra How say ye ? have not I despatched me 
quickly 1 

A straw for that wench that doth not somewhat 
likely, 

I have brought here good herbs, and of them plenty, 
To make both broth and farcing, ^ and that full 
dainty, 

I trust to make such broth that, when all things 
are in, 

God Almighty self may wet his finger therein 
Here is thyme and parsley, spinach and rosemar} 
Endive, succory, lacture, violet, clary, 

Liverwort, marigold, sorrel, hart^s-tongue, and sage 
Pennyroyal, purslane, bugloss, and borage. 

With many very good herbs, mo than I do name 
But to tarry here thus long, I am much to blame 
Eor if Jacob should come, I not m readiness, 

I must of covenant be shent of our mistress 
And I would not for twenty pound, I tell ye, 

That any point of default should be found m me 

\Ex%t 

ACTUS QUAETI, SC^NA SEXTA 

Eebeoca Mddo Jacob 

Eebecca I come to see, if Jacob do not return 
yet, 

I cannot marvel enough what should be his let, 
And greatly wonder he is away thus long 


^ Stuffing or forcing, the same kind of thing as we now 
know under the name oif^ced meat 
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I fear much of lus absence, lest sometlimg be ivrong 
As well as heart can -wish, all thmg is ready heie , 
And now to me each moment seemeth a whole yeai 
But hark, methmketh I hear a young kid blea ’ 

It IS so indeed , I see Jacob , well is me f 

Mido Hark, master Jacob, heard ye ever lad 
blea so 

I ween sheknoweth afoiehand, whereto she shall go 
Jacob I would not my father Isaac should hear 
Mido Nay, she will scarcely be still when she is 
dead, I do fear 

Jacob But lo, I see my mother stand before the 
tent 


Enter Jacob and Mmo 

Rebecca 0 Loid, methmketh long, son Jacob, 
since thou went 

Jacob And methmketh, mother, we have hied 
us well 

Mido I have made many feet to follov , I can 
tell 

Rebecca Give me thy kid, my son, and now let 
me alone, 

Bung thou in thine, Mido, and see thou be a stone 

Mido A stone ** hovr should that be, mistress ^ 
I am a lad. 

And a boy alive, as good as e'er ye had 

And now, m bringing home this kid, I have, I trow, 

Tried myself a man and a pretty fellow 

Rebecca I meant thou shouldest nothmg say 

Mido One warning is enough , ye bad us so 
last day 

Rebecca Well, let me go m, and venison hereof 
make 

Jacob And hearest thou, Mido ? see that good 
heed thou take 
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In any wise fco come in my father s sight 

Mido Why, he seeth no better at noon than at 
midnight 

Is he not bhnd long smce, and doth his eyes lack 'f 

Theiefore go in, dame, I bear an heavy pack 
Eebecca I leave you here, Jacob, and heat til} 
you pray 

That, when need shall lequue, you be not far away 
Jacob I shall be ready, mother, whensoe’er you 
call \Exit Mebecca 


ACTUS QUAETI, SC^NA SEPTIMA 
Jacob Mido 

Jacob 0, how happy is that same dauglitei oi 
that son, 

Whom the parents love with hearty affection ’ 
And among all others how fortunate am I, 

Whom my mother Eebecca tend’reth so greatly ^ 
If it lay in her to do any good, ye see, 

She would do hei earnest devoir to piefer me 
But as for this matter, which she doth now intend, 
Without thy aid, 0 Lord, how should it come to 
end *2 

Neveitheless, foiasmuch as my said mother 
Woiketh upon thy word, 0 Loid, and none other, 
It shall become me to show mine obedience, 

And to thy promise, 0 Lord, to give due credence 
For what is so impossible to man’s judgment, 
Which thou canst not with a beck perform incon- 
tinent *2 

Therefore thy will, 0 Lord, be done for evermore 
Mido 0 Jacob, I was never so afeard afore 
Jacob Why, what new thing is chanced, Mido, 
I pray thee *2 
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Mido Old Isaac, your father, heard your young 
kid blea 

He asked what it was I said, a kid 

Who brought it from the fold *2 I said you did 

For what purpose forsooth, sir, said I, 

Theie is some matter that Jacob would remedy 
And where has thou been so long, httle Mido, 
quod he, 

That all this whole hour thou wert not once with 
me ? 

Forsooth (quod I), when I went from you last of all, 
You bad me be no moie, but be ready at youi 
call 

Jacob But of the kid's bleaing he did speak no 
more ? 

Mmo No , but, and if he had called me afore, 

I must have told him all, or else I must have made 
a he, 

Whicli would not have been a good boy’s pait trul) 
But I will to him, and no longei heie remain, 

Lest he should happen to call for Mido again 

\Exit Mido 


ACTUS QUARTI, BQMNA OCTAVA 
Jacob Rebecca Deborah 

Jacob I veie best also to get me into the tent 
That, if my mother need me I may be present 
But I see her come foith, and nuise Deborah also, 
And bung the geai with them, whatsoe'er it shall 
do 

Rebecca Where is my son Jacob? I do him 
now espy 

Come apace, Deborah, I pray thee let us hie, 

That all thing were dispatched somewhat to my 
mind 
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Deborah It is liappy, that Jacob ready here 
ye find 

Jacob Mother, what have brought, and 
what things are those 

Eebecca Gear that I have prepared to serve 
our purpose , 

And because that Esau is so rough with hair, 

I have brought sleeves of kid next to thy shin to 
wear 

They be made glovehke, and for each finger a 
stall 

So that thy father’s feeling soon beguile they shall 
Then have I bi ought a collar of lough kid’s hair, 
Fast unto the skin round about thy neck to wear 
Come, let me do it on, and if Isaac feel, 

He shall therewith be beguiled wondrous well 

[Heye she doth the sleeves 'iipon Jacobis arms 
Jacob And what shall this gear do, that ye 
have brought] 

Eebecca. It shall serve anon, I warrant you, 
take no thought 

Now, thoroughly to ravish thy fathei Isaac, 

Thou shalt here incontinent put upon thy back 
Esau his best apparel, whose fragrant flavoui 
Shall conjuie Isaac to bear thee his favoui 
Deborah Marry, sii, now is master Jacob trim 
indeed. 

That is all tricksy and gaUant, so God me speed » 
Now I see apparel setteth out a man 
Doth it become Esau so ? nay, beshrew me then 
Eebecca Ye may now go m, nurse, and leave 
looking on him 

Deborah I go, marry, sir, Jacob is now gay 
and tnm 

[Jacob standelh loohing On himself 
Jacob No, forsooth, mother, this raiment hketh 
not me 
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I could with mine own gear better contented be 
And, but for satisfying of your mind and will, 

I would not wear it, to have it for mine own still 
I love not to wear another bird’s feathers 
Mine own poor homely gear will serve for all 
weathers 

Eebecca "Well, content thyself, and follow my 
mind this day 

Now the meat by this time is ready, I dare say 
Before that with too much enough it be all spilt, 
Take thy time, and assail thy father, when thou 
wdt 

Jacob Yea, but have ye provided, mother, I 
you pray. 

That nobody within may your counsel bewray ^ 
Eebecca I warrant the matter all safe from 
uttering, 

I have stopped all mouths fro once muttering 
Therefore, while the time serveth, I thee warn , 
To slack, when all things are ready, may do harm 
Jacob Go before, and I follow but my cheeks 
will blush red, 

To be seen among our folk thus appareled 


ACTUS QUAETI, SC^NA NONA 
Isaac Mido Jacob 

Isaac Come, Mido, for without thee I can 
nothing do 

Mido "What is it, sir, that ye would have m} 
help unto ? 

Isaac Nothing hut to sit abroad, and take 
th’ open air 

Mido That shall be well done , the weather is 
very fair 

VOL II Q 
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Isaac Praised be the God of my father Abra 
ham, 

Who sendeth all thing needful for the use of man, 
And most tenderly provideth he for me Isaac, 
Better than I can feel or perceive what I lack 

Enter JACOB disguised 

Jacob Where is my most dear father^ as I 
would have it , 

Taking the open air, here I see him sit 
0 my most dear father Isaac, well thou be ^ 

Isaac Here I am, my sweet son, and who art 
thou, tell me 

Jacob Dear father, I am Esau, thine eldest son, 
According as thou badest me, so have I done 
Come in, dear father, and eat of my venison, 

That thy soul may give unto me thy benison 

Isaac But how hast thou sped so soon ? let me 
understand 

Jacob The Lord thy God at the first brought 
it to my hand 

Isaac And art thou Esau, mine elder son 
indeed 1 

Jacob To ask that question, father, what doth 
it need *2 

Isaac Gome near, that I may feel, whether 
thou be he or not, 

For Esau is rough of hair as any goat 
Let me feel thy hand, right * Esau, by the hair 
And yet the voice of Jacob soconeth in mine ear 
God bless thee, my son, and so will I do anon. 

As soon as I have tasted of thy venison 
Come on, lead me in , I will eat a pittance 
A little thing, God wot, to me is sufiisance 

[They go %n 

Mmo I may now go play , Jacob leadeth Isaac 
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But I never sa^^ such a pretty knack, 

How Jacob beguiled his father, how sleightlj 
How I see it true, the blind eat many a fly ’ 

I quaked once for fear, that Jacob would be caught, 
But, as hap was, he had lus lesson well taught 
But what will Esau say, when he cometb home “2 
Choose him , but for me to go m it is wisdom 

[Exit 

ACTUS QUAETI, SC^NA DECIMA 
Elbecca Abra 

Eebecca How I beseech the Lord prosjjei 
Jacob my son 

In our hardy enterprise, which we have begun 
Isaac IS eating such meat as he doth lo\e, 

Which thing to bless Jacob, I doubt not, will him 
move 

If he obtain the blessing, as I trust he shall, 

Then shall my soul gi\e to God laud perpetual 
But I will in to harken, how the thing doth frame 
Abr^i Come in, dame Eebecca 
Eebecca. Who is it, that doth me name'^ 

Abr^ My master Isaac is coming forth straight 
way 

Eebecca. He shall not find me here m no wise, 
if I may 


ACTUS QUAETI, SC^NA YHDECIMA 
Isaac Jacob 

Isaac Set me down on the bench, where thou 
didst me first find 


^ Old copy, M^do 
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Now forsooth I have ate meat even to my mind 
It hath refreshed my soul wonderfully well 
Nor never drank I better wine that I can tell 
Jacob If it were to your liking, I am very glad 
Isaac It was the best meat and wine that ever 
I had 

Come kiss me, son Esau, with the kiss of peace, 

\Jacoh lissetlh Isaac, and then hneeleth down 
to have his blessing 

That my love towards thee may the more increase 
I bless thee here for ever, my son, in this place. 
The Lord my God of might endue thee with his 
grace 

What sweet flavour my son's raiment doth }ueld » 
Even the fragrant smell that cometh from a field, 
Which the Lord hath blessed, and the same Lord 
bless thee 

With the dew of heaven ^ the Lord thy ground m- 
crease, 

That the fatness of the earth may never cease t 
The Lord send thee abundance of corn and wme, 
And prosper contmually all thing that is thine f 
The Lord make great people servants unto thee 
And nations to do homage and fealty • 

And here, to succeed my place, mine heir I thee 
make. 

Of all things that I have possession to take 
Lord and ruler be thou over thy brethren aU, 

And bow to thee as head thy mother’s children 
shall * 

Cursed be that man, that shall thee curse or mis- 
say. 

And who that blesseth thee, blessed be he for aye ’ 
Thus here have I made my last will and testament, 
Which the Lord God ratify never to lepent 
Serve the Lord our God, and then well shalt thou 
speed, 
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And lie shall keep promise to multiply thy seed 
My day draweth on , for old and feeble I am 
When I die, put me to my father Abraham 
Now kiss me once again, my son, and then depart, 
And enter upon all, whereof now lord thou art 
Jacob The Lord God reward your fatlieily 
tenderness, 

Which ye have here showed me of your mere good- 
ness 

Is4l4.c Go in peace, my dear son, leaving me 
here alone 

And send little Mido to lead me in anon 

[Exeat Jacob 

Lord God, when thou shalt see time, as thou 
tlimkest best, 

Dissolve this feeble carcase, and take me to th}" 
rest 


Elite? Mido 

Mido How do ye, master Isaac I am here now 
Tor my master Jacob did bid me come to you 

Isaac Nay, boy, it iwas not Jacob, I dare well 
say so 

Mido Torsooth, it was Jacob, if my name be 
Mido 

Isaac If that be a true tale, somebody is come 
slack, 

But, Lord, that I have done I will not now call 
back. 

But yet I will go see, if I be deceived 

For indeed methought Jacob's voice I perceived. 

[Exeunt 
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ACTUS QUAETI, SCJSNA DUODECIMA 
Eebecca 

\Then she speaJceth icneehng, and holding up 
her hands 

Eebecca 0 Lord, the God of Isaac and Abra- 
ham, 

I render thanks to thee, though a sinful woman, 
Because of thy word and promise true art thou, 

In sending J acob the blessing of Esau , 

And for thus regarding a sinner, as I nm, 

I eftsoons thank thee, 0 Lord God of Abraham 
Thy mercy and wisdom shall I sing evermore 
And magnify thy name, for God’s there is no more 
But I will to my husband Isaac, and see, 

That for this matter he take no grief at me 


ACTUS QUINTI, SCJENA PEIMA 
Eagan 

[Ragan hringeth vemson at his hack 
Nay, now at last we have well sped, I warrant you 
Good luck is not evermore against Esau 
He coursed and coursed again with his dogs here 
But they could at no time take either hare or deer 
At last he killed this with his bow, as God would 
And to say that it is fat venison I be bold 
But dressed it must be at once in all the haste, 
That old father Isaac may have his repast 
Then without delay Esau shall blessed be. 

Then, faith, cock-on-hoop, all is ours * then, who 
but he ? 

But I must m, that it may be dressed in time likely, 
And I trow ye shall see it made ready quickly 
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ACTUS QUINTI, SCJ5XA SECUNDA 
Mido 

Mido Nay now, old master Isaac (I warrant you) 
Hath blessed Jacob m the place of Esau 
At home here wuth us it is judged no small change, 
But a case wonderful, and also very strange 
The younger brother is made elder and again 
The elder must now serve the younger as his 
swam ^ 

And from henceforth we must all make courtesy 
and how, 

Unto master Jacob, and not to E^^au now 
And Esau himself must undei Jacob be, 

At his commandment, even as well as we 

But I care not, I warrant you foi our household 

Love Jacob better than Esau twenty fold 

None loveth Esau but for his father’s sake 

But all good folks are glad Jacob’s part to take 

And now by Esau no man will set a pin, 

But yonder he cometh now , I will get me in 


ACTUS QUINTI, SC^NA TERTIA 
Esau 

EsiXJ I trow I have now won my spurs foi evei 
For once better \emson kiUed I never. 

And though it were somewhat long, ere I could it 
take, 

Yet the goodness thereof doth some recompense 
make 

My father Isaac shall thereof have such meat, 


^ Servant 
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As in all his life he hath not the better eat 
Whereupon, I doubt not, after tender kissing, 

To be straight endowed with his godly blessing 
As his full and true heir in his place to succeed, 
And t’ enjoy the promise that God made to his seed, 
And when I am once in my place of succession. 
And have all manner things in full possession 
I shall wring all louts and make them stoop 
(I trow) , 

I shall make the slaves couch as low as dog, and 
bow 

I shall ruffle among them of another sort 
Than Isaac hath done, and with another port 
But now will I go see, what haste within they make, 
That part of my hunting my old father may take 

[Exit 


ACTUS QUINTI, BCMNA QUAETA 
Isaac Mido Esah 

Isaac Mido, come, Mido, where art thou, httle 
Mido'2 

Mido Here ready, master Isaac, what shall I do 

Isaac Come, lead me to mine old place, that I 
may sit down 

Mido That can I as well as any boy in this town 

Isaac 0 Lord my God, how deep and unsearch- 
able 

Are all thy judgments, and how immutable ? 

Of thy justice, whom it pleaseth thee, thou dost 
reject , 

Of thy mercy, whom it pleaseth thee, thou dost 
elect 

In my two sons, 0 Lord, thou hast wrought thy 
will, 
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And as thy pleasure hath wrought, so shall it stand 
stiU 

Since thou hast set Jacob in Esau his place, 

I commit him to the governance of thy grace 

Enter EsAU 

Esau Now where is Isaac, that he may come 
and eat I 

Lo, where he is sitting abroad upon his seat 
Dear father Isaac, the Lord thy God thee save 

Isaac T^lio art thou, my son*? what thing 
wouldest thou have *2 

Esau I am your eldest son, Esau by my name, 
New come home from hunting, where I had joyl} ^ 
game, 

I have made meat thereof for youi own appetite. 
Meat for your own tooth, wheiem you will much 
dehght 

Come, eat j^our part, dear father, that, when ye 
have done, 

Youi soul may bless me as your hen and eldest 
son 

Isaac Ali Esau, Esau, thou comest too late, 
Another to thy blessing was predestinate, 

And clean gone it is from thee, Esau 

Esau Alas ^ 

Then am I the unhappiest that ever was, 

I would the savage beasts bad mv body tom 

Isaac The blessing that thou shouldest have 
had, another hath 

Esau Alas, what wretched villain hath done 
me such scath *2 

Isaac Thy brother Jacob came to me by 
subtlety, 


^ Jolly, Fr joh 
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And brought me venison, and so prevented ^ thee 
I ate with him, ere thou earnest, and with my good- 
will 

Blessed him I have, and blessed he shall be still 

Esau Ah Jacob, Jacob, well may he be called 
so 

For he hath undermined me times two 
For fiist mine heritage he took away me fro. 

And see, now hath he away my blessing also 
Ah father, father, though Jacob hath done this 
thing 

Yet let me Esau also have thy blessing 
Shall all my good huntings for thee be in vain ^ 

Isaac That is done and passed, cannot be called 
again 

Mine act must now stand m force of necessity 

Esau And hast thou never a blessing then left 
for me 

Isaac Behold, I have made thy brother Jacob 
thy lord 

Esau A most poignant sword unto my heart is 
that word 

Isaac All his mother’s children his servants 
have I made 

Esau That word is to me sharper than a razor’s 
blade 

Isaac I have also ’stabhshed him with wine and 
corn 

Esau Woe be the day and hour that ever I was 
born J 

Isaac What am I able to do for thee, my son “2 

Esau Ah Jacob, Jacob, that thou hast me thus 
undone ^ 

0 unhappy hap 0 misfortune ^ well away ^ 

That ever I should live to see this woful day 


1 Forestalled 
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But hast thou one blessing and no mo, my father ** 
Let me also have some blessing, good sweet fathei 
Isaac Well, natuie pncketh me some remorse 
on thee to have 

Behold, thy dwelling-place the earth's fatness shall 
have, 

And the dew of heaven, which down from above 
shall fall 

And with dint of sword thy living get thou shall, 
And to thy bi other Jacob thou shalt be servant 
Esau 0, to my younger brother must I he 
servant ^ 

0, that ever a man should be so oppressed f 
Isaac Thme own fault n is, that thou art dis- 
possessed 

Esau Father, change that piece of thy sentence 
and judgment 

Isaac Things done cannot be undone, theie- 
fore be content, 

Let me be in quiet, and trouble me no rnoie 
Come, Mido, in God's name, lead me in at the door 

Isaac and Mtdo 

Esau 0, would not this chafe a man, and fret 
his guts out, 

To live as an underhng under such a lout ^ 

Ah hypocrite, Ah hedgecreeper. Ah 'sembhng 
wretch ’ 

I will be even with thee for this subtle fetch 

0 God of Abraham, what reason is herein, 

That to sle one's enemy it should be made sin ? 
Were not one as good his part of heaven forego, 

As not to be revenged on fus deadly foe ^ 

God was angry with Cam for killing Abel 
Else might 1 iill Jacob marvellously well 

1 may fortune one day him to dispatch and rid 
The Lord will not see all thmgs , something maj 

be hid 
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But as for these misers ^ withm my father’s tent, 
Which to the supplantmg of me put their consent, 
Not one, but I shall coil them, till they stink for 
pam, 

And then for their stmking coil them off fiesh 
again 

I will take no days^ ^ but, while the matter is hot, 
Not one of them shall ’scape, but they shall to the 
pot 


ACTUS QUINTI, SC^NA QUINTA 
Eagan 

Where are we now become marry, sir, here is 
array ’ 

With Esau, my master, this is a black day 
I told you Esau one day would shit a rag. 

Have we not well hunted, of blessing to come 
lag^« 

Nay, I thought ever it would come to such a pass, 
Since he sold his heritage like a very ass 
But, in faith, some of them, T dare jeojiard a groat, 
If he may reach them, will have on the petticoat ^ 


ACTUS QUINTI, SOiENA SEXTA 

Esau Eagan Abra Mido Deborah 

Esau Come out, whores and thieves , come out, 
come out, I say ’ 


^ Wretches ® Lose no time ® Late 

4 To have on the petticoat is a phrase of rery unusual 
occurrence, of which the sense may, without much difficulty 
or risk of error, be collected from the context 
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Eagan ^ I told you, did I not, that there T^^ould 
be a fray '2 {A^e 

Esau Come out, little whoreson ape, come out 
of thy den 

Mido Take my hfe for a penny, whither shall 
I ren 

Esau Come out, thou little fiend, come out, 
thou skittish gill 

Abra Out, alas, alas** Esau will us all kill 

Esau And come out, thou mother Mab , ^ out, 
old rotten witch * 

As white as midnight & arsehole or virgin pitch 
Where be ye h come together m a cluster 

Eagan In faith, and these three mil make a 
noble mustei 

Esau Ere ye escape my fingers, ye shall all 
be taught, ^ ^ 

For these be they winch have all this agamst me 
wrought 

Mido I wrought not a stroke this day, but led 
Isaac 

If I wrought one stioke to-day, lay me on the jack 

Esau Hence then, get thee m, and do against 
me no more 

Mido I care as much for you now, as I did 
before \Aside 

Esau What sayest thou, little thief'* if I may 
thee catch 

Mido Ye shall run apace then, I ween, so God 
me snatch 

Eagan Now to go, Mido, eie thou art caught 
m a tnp [Exit Mido 


^ Eagan and the others must be supposed to be at the hack 
of the stage, out of Esau’s sight , but the^ come foiward 
severally, and plead for themsehes 
® Bun 

3 i c , Old witch But compare Halliwell, v Mah 
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ES4.IJ Nay, for Ins sake, Abra, ye shall drink of 
the whip 

Abra Nay, for God's love, good sweet master 
Esau, 

Hurt not me foi Mido speak for me, Ragan 
Eagan Sir, spare little Abra, she hath done 
none evil 

Esaxi a little fiend it is, and will be a right 
devil. 

And she is one of them that love not me a deal 
Abri If ye let me go, I will love you very well 
Esau And never any more ado against me make i 
Abra Eagan shall be surety 

Eagan Sir, I undertake 

Esau Then hence, out of my sight at once, and 
get thee in 

^BRA Adieu, I set not a^straw by you nor a pin 
Esau What sayest thou, thou fib '2 once ye shall 
have a rap 

Eagan The best end of suretyship is to get a 
clap [Aside 

Esau Now, come on, thou old hag, what shall 
I say to thee 

Deborah Say what ye lust, so ye do not touch 
me 

Esau Yes, and make powdei of thee, for I dare 
say thou 

Hast been the cause of all this feast to Esau 
Deborah No, it was Jacob’s feast that I did 
help to dress 

Esau Nay, I thought such a witch would do 
such business 

Deborah ^ But, by my truth, if I should die 
incontinent, 

I knew not of the purpose, wherefore it was meant 


^ Old copy, JRebecca 
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Esau But wilt thou tell me tiuth, if I do forgn e 
thee ? 

Deborah Yea, if I can. Master Esau, believe 
me 

Esau Is it true that, when I and my brother 
were first born, 

And I by God’s ordinance came foith him beforne, 
Jacob came forthwith, holding me fast by the heelt 

Deborah It is true , I was there, and saw it 
very well 

Esau Is it tiue well, Jacob, I pray God I be 
dead, 

But for my heel’s sake, I will ha-ve thee by the 
head 

What devil was in me, that I had not the grace, 
With kicking back my heel, to mar his mopi«h 
face^ 

But my father Isaac wiU not long live now , 

If he weie gone, Jacob, I would soon meet with 
you 

For my soul hateth Jacob even to the death, 

And I will ne’er but hate him, while I shall ha^ e 
breath 

I may well dissemble, until I see a day, 

But trust me, Jacob, I will pay thee when I ma} 
But if ever I hear that thou speak word of this, 

I shall cut out thy tongue, I will not miss 

\Thi^ he speaJceth to Dehoiah 
But come on, Eagan, with me so mote I thrive, 

I will get a good sword, for thereby must I hve 

Eagan Live, quod you? we are like to live, 
God knoweth how 

Esau Whs^t, ye saucy merchant,^ are ye a prater 
now ll!xeu7it Esau and Eagan 

^ A word of eonteiapt often nsed in our old comedies, as 
we now employ chap 
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ACTUS QUINTI, SC-^NA SEPTIMA 
Deborah Eebecca 

Deborah I am glad that Esau is now gone, 
cert^s 

For an evil-disposed man he is, doubtless 

Yet am I no gladder of his departure hence, 

Than I am that Eebecca is come in presence 

Enter Eebecca 

Eebecca Deboiah, what doest thou, tarrying 
here so long ? 

I came full ill afeard, lest something had been 
wong , 

For Mido and Abra told me of Esau 

Deborah Indeed here he was, and departed 
hence but now 

And one thing I tell you, dame let Jacob beware, 

For Esau to mischief Jacob doth prepare 

Eebecca Call Jacob hither, that I may show 
him my mmd 

Send him hither quickly, and tarry ye behind, 

That he give place awhile, it is expedient. 

And how he may be sure, I will the way invent 

ACTUS QUINTI, SCMSA OCTAYA 
Jacob Eebecca 

Jacob Mother Eebecca, did ye send for me 
hither? 

Eebecca Yea, and the cause is this, thou must 
go somewhither, 

To hide thee from thy brothei Esau a space 

Jacob Indeed, to men's mahce we must some- 
time give place 

Eebecca He heth in await to sle thee, if he can 
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Thou shalt therefore, hy my reed, fle hence to 
Haran 

And lie with my brother Laban, a man aged, 

Till Esau’s wrath be somewhat assuaged 
When all things are forgotten, and his fury passed 
I shall send for thee again in all goodly haste 
Jacob Yea, but how -will my father herewith 
be content 

Eebecca. Thou shalt see me win him thereto 
incontinent 

And here he cometh happily Jacob, hear me , 
Make a sign to Mido, that he do not name thee, 
Then get thee in pri\ily, till I do thee call 
Jacob As ye command me, mother Eebecca, I 
shall 

ACTUS QUINTI, SCJSNA NONA 

Isaac Mido Eebecca Jacob 

Isaac Where be ye, good wife 
Mido My dame Eebecca is heie 
Eebecca I am glad, sweet husband, that I see 
you appear, 

For^ I have a word or t^v^o unto you to say 
Isaac Whatsoever it he, tell it me, I you pi ay 
Eebecca Sir, ye know that now our lite^ay«? 
are but short, 

And we had never so great need of comfort 
Now Esau his wives being Hittites both. 

Ye know, to please us are much unwilhng and loth 
That if Jacob eke would take any Hittite to wife. 
Small joy should we both have or comfort of our 
life 


* In the old copy this hne is improperly given to Isaac 
VOL II K 
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Isaac Wife, ye speak tins well, and I will pro 
vide therefore, 

Call Jacob quickly, that he appeal me before 
Mido I can run apace for him, if ye bid me go 
Eebecca Go, hie thee at once then, like a good 
son, Mido 

[Exit MidOf hut returns directly with Jacob 
Isaac 0 Lord,, save thou my son from mis- 
carrying 

Mido Come, master Jacob, ye must make no 
tarrying. 

For I it IS that shall be shent, if you be slack, 
Here is your son Jacob now, master Isaac 

Isaac Son Jacob, make thee leady, as fast [as] 
thou can, 

And in all haste possible get thee unto Laban 
He IS thine own uncle, and a right godly man, 
Marry of his daughters, and not of Canaan 
In Mesopotamia shalt thou lead thy hfe 
The Lord prosper thee here without debate oi 
strife , 

And the God of Abraham prosper thee in peace , 
He multiply thy seed, and make it to increase ' 
Now kiss me, dear son Jacob, and bO go thy wa> 
Rebecca Kiss me also, sweet son, and hence 
without delay 

Jacob Now, most tender parents, as well with 
heart and word 

I bid you well to fare, and leave you to the Loid 
Mido Nay, master Jacob, let me have an hand 
also 

Jacob Even with all my heart farewell, little 
Mido [Exit Jacob 

Isaac Now will I depart hence into the tent 
agam 

Rebecca As pleaseth God and you, but I will 
here remain 
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ACTUS QDINTI, SC^NA DECIMA 
Es\u Eagan Eebecca Isiao Mmo 

Esau And is he gone indeed to mine uncle 
Laban, 

In Mesopotamia at the town of Haran 

And is Jacob gone to the house of Bethuel ? 

The whiilvvind with him, and dinging fiend of 
hell » 

But I shall meet with him yet one daj well enough 

And who is this ? my mother 1 whom I see here 
now 

Eagin She stood here all this while, sn, did je 
not her see *2 

Esau Didst thou see hei stand here, and 
wouldest not warn nie*^ 

Eebecca Son Esau, afoie God, thou art much 
to blame, 

And to do, as I hear of thee, is a foul shame 

Esau Mother, what is it ye heaicl of me of late ^ 

Eebecca That thou dost thy brother Jacob 
deadly hate 

Esau Hate Jacob I hate him, and will do, till 
I die, 

Eor he hath done me both great mong and villain;^ 

And that shall he well know, if the Lord give me 
life 

Eebecca Eie upon thee, to speak so, hke a lew d 
caitiff ’ 

Eagan My master Esau is of nature much hot, 

But he will be better than he saith, fear not 

Esau My birthright to sell did he not make me 
consent 

Eebecca But the same to do wert not thyself 
content ^ 
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There is no man to blame for it but thine own 
self 

Esaij Yea, mother, I see that ye hold with that 
mopish elf 

It IS your damty darhng, your prmkox, your 
golpol , 

He can never be praised enough of youi soul , 

He must ever be extolled above the moon 
It IS never amiss that he hath said or done 
I would he were rocked or dandled in your lap , 
Or I would with this falchion I might give him 
pap 

I marvel why ye should so love him, and me not ? 
Ye groaned as well for the one as thother, I wot 
But Jacob must be advanced in any wise 
But I shall one day handle him of the new guise ^ 

Eebecca Both on thy father's blessing and 
mine, I charge thee. 

That thy soul intend never such iniquity , 

Beware by the example of Cain, I thee reed, 

That thou brmg not the Lord's curse upon thy head 

Esau And what, should I take all this wrong 
at J acob's hand ^ 

Eebecoa Forgive, and the Loid shall prosper 
thee in the land 

My son Esau, hear me , lam thy mother 
For my sake, let pass this gmdge against thj 
brother 

Eagan Sir, your mother's request is but reason-' 
able, 

Which for you to grant shall be much commend- 
able 


1 The new guise is a teim often met with in old plays, but 
the application of it here is not veiy clear, although the 
meaning of the writer — ^in a way that he (Jacob) little ex 
pected — ^is sufficiently intelligible 
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Esau Mother, though it be a great thing that 
ye require 

Yet must all malice pass at your desiie , 

And for your cause, mother, this mine anger shall 
slake 

Eebecca I thank thee, my son, that thou dobt 
it for my sake 

Esau Eor ;your sake, with Jacob I ‘will be at 
accord 

Eebecca And shall I call thy father to be as 
record ^ 

Esau As pleaseth you, mother, I can be well 
content 

Eebecca Then ■will I go call him hither incon- 
tinent 

And where he doth already love thee very well, 

This will make him to love thee better a great deal 

Eagan Truly, sir, this is of you a right gentle 
part 

At least, if it come from the bottom of your heart 

Esau It must now he thus , but when I shah 
Jacob find, 

I shall then do as God shall put into my mind 

Enter ISAAC and MiDO with Eebecca. 

Eebecca He hath at my word remitted all his 
quairel 

Isaac Forsooth, I lovehim the better a great deal 

And if he he here, I would commend his doing 

Esau ^ All prest here, father, to tarry on your 
coming 

Isaac Son Esau, thou hast thyself well ac- 
quitted, 


1 In the old copy this word is improperly placed opposite 
the line, That all quarrel^ die 
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That all quarrel to Jacob thou hast remitted 
It was the Lord*s pleasure that it should thus be, 
Against whose ordinance to stand is not for thee 
But now, to the intent it may please the Lord, 

To knit your hearts one day in a perfect concord, 
We shall first in a song give laud unto His name, 
And then with all gladness within confirm the same 
Eebeoca As ye think best, dear husband, I 
agree thereto 

Esau Me ye may command to what ye will 
have me to do 

And so may ye do also Eagan my man 
Isaac I see none ^ but praise we the Lord the 
best we can, 

Call forth all our household, that with one accord 
We may all with one voice sing unto the Lord 

\Uagan calleth all to nng 

This soiig must he sung after the p7 ayer 

0 Zord, the God of our father Ahiaham, 

How deep and unsearchable are thy judgments ^ 

Thy almightiful hand did n eate and frame 
Both heaven and earth, and all the elements 
Man of the earth thou hast formed and create. 

Some do thee ivorship, and some stray awry, 

Whom pleaseth thee, thou dost choose 07 i ept ohate, 
And no flesh can ash thee wherefore or tvhy? 

Of thine own will thou didst Ahiaham elect, 
Promising him seed as stars of the shy. 

And them as thy chosen people to protect, 

That they might thy mercies praise and magnify 
Perfoim thou, 0 Lord, thine eternal decree 
To me and my seed, the soiis of Abraham, 

And whom thou hast chosen thine own people to he, 
Guide and defend to the gloiy of thy name 


FINIS. 
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[Then entereth the Poet, and the rest ^tand still 
till he have done 

The Poet When Adam, for breaking God’s 
commandment, 

Had sentence of death, and all his posterity 
Yet the Lord our God, who is ommpotent, 

Had in his own self by his eternal decree 
Appointed to restore man, and to make lum free 
He purposed to save mankind by his mercy, 
Whom he once had created unto his glory 
Yet not all flesh did he then predestinate, 

But only the adopted children of promise 
For he foreknew that many would degenerate, 

And -wilfully give cause to be put from that bliss, 
So on God’s behalf no manner default there is , 

But where he chooseth, he showeth his great 
mercy 

And wheie he refuseth, he doth none injury, 

But thus far surmounteth man’s intellection,^ 

To attain or conceive, and (much more) to discuss 
All must be refeired to God’s election 
And to his sacred judgment It is meet for us, 
With Paul the apostle, to confess, and saj thus 
0, the deepness of the riches of God’s wisdom ^ 
How unsearchable are his ways to man’s reason 
Our part therefore is first to belie-v e God’s word, 
Not doubting but that he will his elected save 
Then to put full trust in the goodness of the Lord, 
That we be of the number, which shall mercy 
have 

Thirdly, so to live, as we may his pronuse crave 
Thus if we do, we shall Abraham’s children be, 
And come with Jacob to endless fehcity 

[All the lest of the actors answer^ Amen 


^ Understanding 
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Then foltoweth the pi ayei 

Isaac Now unto God let us piay foi all the 
whole clergy, 

To give them grace to advance God’s honoui and 
glory 

Eebecca Then for the Queen’s majesty let us 
pray 

Unto God to keep hei m health and wealth night 
and day, 

And that, of his meie meicy and gieat benignity, 

He will defend and maintain her estate and dignity, 

That she, being grieved with any outward hostility, 

May against her enemies always have victory 
Jacob God save the Queen’s councillois most 
noble and true, 

And with all godliness their noble hearts endue 
Esatj Lord save the nobility and preserve them 
all 

And prosper the Queen’s subjects umveisal 
AMEN 


Thus endeth tim Comedy or Entolude of 
Jacob and Esau 
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THE PLAYEBS^ NAMES 

The Prologue SprAKEE The Young Woman 

The Rich Man The Seuvingman 

The Rich Man’s Son The Priest 

The Man Cook The Devil 


Thl Woman Cook 


The Peeorator 



MR HALLIWELL’S PREFACE TO THE 
FORMER EDITION^ 

^ 

^0 little IS known respecting tlie history of the follow- 
ing tract, that it is rather from an unwell lingness to 
depart from the usual custom of alfixmg introductions 
to our reprints, than from any expectation of satisfying 
the slightest curiosity, that a few lines are heie prefixed 
The interlude of “The Disobedient Child” was written 
about the middle of the sixteenth century, by Thomas 
Ingelend, who is described in the early printed copy ae 
‘ late student m Cambridge,” and his fame seems to 
lest entirely on that production, for he is not to be 
traced in anj other early hterary lecord ^ It has been 
supposed by some wTiters, from a few indistinct allusions 
in the play to Catholic customs, that it was composed 
in the reign of Henry YIII , but if this be the case, 
the notice of Queen Ehzaheth, introduced tow^ards the 
close of the drama, must be an mterpolation, a supposi- 
tion not tinhkely to be correct, for the audience are 

^ [The interlude of The Disobedient Child,” edited b} 
J 0 Halliwell Percy Soeietj, 1848] 

2 [But see Cooper’s Cambridge Athense,” i , 554 ] 
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elsewhere reminded to serve the king ” The printed 
edition by Colwell is without date, but it was published 
about the year 1560 Two copies of this work which I 
have collated difier in some slight paiticulars fiom each 
other, but tlieie is not sufficient reason for thinking that 
there w^ere two editions, foi it was formerly a very 
common practice to correct and altei the pi ess wliiKt 
the impression w as being taken ^ 

[It IS observable that the present interlude marks a 
consideiable advance, in point ol literary merit, on those 
which precede it in this collection The authoi was 
evidently a man of taste and judgment, and many pas 
sages might be pointed out wdiich possess no mean share 
of picturesqueness, elegance, and dramatic piopriety 
Contrary to the usual piactice, in old as well as 
modern pieces, <‘The Disobedient Child concludes 
unhappily, though without any attempt at a highly 
wrought tragical catastrophe , the Rich man persists in 
his unrelenting conduct, and we are left to imagine that 
his son returns to live and die in misery with his tei- 
magant wife ] 


^ [The Bndgewatei copy of the original edition was most 
obligingly collated for the present writer by Mr Alexander 
Smith, of Glasgow It affords numerous corrections of the 
Percy Society’s text ] 
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THE PEOLOGUE 

THE PKOLOGITE SPEAKER 

Now, forasmuch as in these latter days, 
Throughout the whole 'world in every land, 
Vice doth encrease, and virtue decays, 

Iniquity having the upper hand , 

We therefore intend, good gentle audience, 

A pretty short interlude to plaj at this present 
Desirmg your leave and quiet silence 
To show the same, as is meet and expedient - 
The sum whereof, matter and argument, 

In two or three verses briefly to declare, 

Since that it is for an honest mtent, 

I will somewhat bestow my care 

In the city of London there was a iich man 

Who, loving his son most tenderly. 

Moved him earnestly now and then, 


i[The full title is A p/ehe and intry new ErU&lude^ 
mllcd Th, Eisohedunt Child, compiled by Thomas Ingelend, 
late Student in Camh idge Impi inted at London, m Flete 
stiete, beneath the Conduit, by Thomas Colwell 4"] 

^ These first eight lines are also found in the interlude 
introduced into the play of Str Thomas Mote, printed by 
the Shakespeare Society, p 60 '^Jlalhwell 
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That he would give his mmd to study, 

Saying that by knowledge, science and learning, 

Is at the last gotten a pleasant life, 

But thiough the want and lack of this thing 
Is pui chased po\eity, sorrow and stiile 
His son, notwithstanding this gentle monition, 

As one that was clean devoid ot grace. 

Did turn to a mock and open derision 
Most wickedly with an unshamelast^ face , 
Insomuch that, contrary to his fathei s will, 

Unto a young ^oman he did consent, 

Wheieby ot lust he might have luS fill, 

And mained the same incontinent ^ 

Not long after that, the child began 
To feel his wife's great frowardness, 

And called Inmselt unhappy man, 

Oppressed with pains and heaviness 
Who, before that time, did live blessedly 
Whilst he was under his lather's wing , 

But now, being wedded, mourning and miseiy 
Did him toiment -without ending 
But now it is time for me to be going. 

And hence to depart for a certain space, 

Foi I do heal the Eich Man coming 
With the wanton boy into this place 

[//e/6 the Ptologue Speale^i goelh out, and tn 
cometh the llich Man and Im son 


Son Father, I beseech you, father, show me the 
way. 

What thing I were best to take in hand, 

Wlieieby this shoit hfe so spend I may. 

That all grief and trouble I might withstand 


^ Without shame — shameless 
2 Immediately See “Othello,” Act iy sc S 
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Father. What is the meaning, my cliild, I thee 

pray» 

This question to demand of me 
For that thing to do I am glad alway, 

Which should not be grievous to thee 

Son Marry, but therefore of you counsel I take, 
Seeing now my childhood I am clean past, 

That unto me ye plainly do make 
What to a young man is best for to taste 

Father I see nothing truly, my son, so meet, 
And to prove so profitable for thee, 

As unto the school to move thy feet, 

With studious lads there for to be 
.Son What, the school ^ nay, fathei, naj ^ 

Go to the school is not the best waj 
Father Say what thou hst, for I cannot invent 
A vay more commodious to my judgment^ 

Son It is well known how that je have loved 
Me heretofore at all tunes most tendeily , 

But now (me-think) }e have plainly showed 
Certain tokens of hatred , 

For if I should go to my book after your advice, 
Which have spent my childhood so pleasantly , 

I may then seem driven out of paiadise, 

To take pam and woe, grief and imserj 
All things I had rather sustain and abide, 

The business of the school once cast aside , 
Therefore, though ye cry, till ye reve^ asundei, 

I will not meddle With such a matter 
Father Why, cannot I thee thus much pei 
suade “2 

For that in my mind is the best trade 
Son When all is said and ail is done, 


^ That IS, according to my judgment See Lear/* Act 
1 se 4 — Ballvwdl 

^ To split, or burst Generally spelt me 
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Concerning all things, both moie and less, 

Yet like to the school none iindei the sun 
Brmgeth to childien so much heaviness 
Father What, though it be painful, what, 
though it be gnevous, 

For so be all things at the first learning, 

Yet marvellous pleasure it biingeth unto us, 

.^s a reward for such painstaking 
Wherefore come off, and be of good cheet, 

And go to thy book without any fear, 

Foi a man without knowledge (as I have read) 
May w ell be compared to one that is dead 

vSoN No more of the school , no moie of the 
book , 

That woful work is not for my purpose, 

For upon those books I may not look 
If so I did, my labour I should lose 
Father Why then tome thy fancy [doth] expi ess, 
That the school matters to thee are counted •^weari- 
ness 

Son Even as to a great man, wealthy and rich, 
Service and bondage is a hard thing, 

So to a boy, both dainty and nice,^ 

Learning and study is gieatly displeasing 

Father, What, my child, displeasing, I piay 
thee, 

That maketh a man live so happily ? 

Son Yea, by my troth, such kind of wisdom 
Is to my heart, X tell you, very loathsome 
Father What tnal thereof hast thou taken, 
That the school of thee is so ill bespoken 
Son What trial thereof would ye fain know ? 
Nothing more easy than this to show 


^ Both tender and delicate [Here, as pointed out in a note 
to Hey wood's ^*Four the word mce is to be 

pronounced mch ] 
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At other boys’ hands I have it learned, 

And that of those truly, most of all other, 

Which for a certain time have remained 
In the house and prison of a schoolmaster 
Father I dare ^ell say that there is no misery, 
But rather joy, pastime and pleasure 
Always with scholars keeping company 
No hie to this, I thee well assure 

Son It is not true, father, which you do say , 
The contrary thereof is proved alway, 

For as the bruit goeth by many a one, 

Their tender bodies both mght and day 
Are whipped and scourged, and beat^ like a stone, 
That from top to toe the skin is away 
Father Is there not (say they) for them in this 
case 

Given other while for pardon some j^lace 1 
Son None, trul>, none , but that alas, alas, 
Diseases among them do grow apace , 

For out of their back and side doth flow 
Of very gore-blood marvellous abundance , 

And yet for all that is not suffered to go, 

Till death be almost seen in their countenance 
Should I be content thither then to run, 

Where the blood from my breech thus should 
spun, 2 

So long as my wits shall he mine own, 

The schoolhouse for me shall stand alone ® 

Father But I am sure that this kind of fashion 
Is not showed to children of honest condition 
Son Of truth, with these masters is no differ- 
ence, 


1 Beaten 

s [Query same as ^pwyiif to burst ot break out See Ways 
edit of the “ Promptormm,*’ v Bpwyn ] 

3 Compare Troilus and Cressida,*^ l 2 
VOK II 


S 
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For alike towards all is their rath and violence 
Father Son, m this point thou art quite de 
ceived, 

And without doubt falsely peisuaded, 

For it IS not to be judged that any schoolmaster 
Is of so great fierceness and cruelty, 

And of young infants so sore a torinentoi, 

That the breath should be about to leave the bodj 
Son Father, this thing I could not have believed, 
But of late days I did behold 
An honest man*s son heieby buried, 

Which through many stripes was dead and cold 
Father Peraventure, the child of some dis- 
ease did labour, 

Which was the cause of his sepulture ^ 

Son With no disease, surely, was he disquieted, 
As unto me it was then reported 
Father If that with no such thing he weie 
infected, 

"WTiat was the cause that be departed ? 

Son Men say that of^ this man, his bloody 
master, 

Who like a lion most commonly frowned. 

Being hanged up by the heels together. 

Was belly and buttocks gnevously wlupped , 

And last of all (which to speak I tremble),® 

That his head to the wall he had often crushed ^ 
Father^ Thus to think, son, thou art beguiled 
verily, 

And I would wish thee to suppose the contrary, 


^ Burial From the Latin 
^ze , By 

3 [Original reads trmUed ] 

4 [This account, if founded on fact, is a curious illustration 
of the scholastic discipline of that period We know that 
XJdall the dramatist was remarkable foi his seventy to his 
pupils at Eton ] 
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And not for such tales my counsel to forsake, 
^^Tiich only do covet thee learned to make 

Son If Demosthenes andTuliy were present truly, 
They could not punt ^ it within my head [moie] 
deeply 

Father Y et, hy thy father's will and intercession, 
Thou bhalt be content that thing to pardon 

Son Command what ye hst, that only excepted. 
And I will be ready your mind to fulfil, 

But whereas I should to the school have resorted, 
My hand to the palmer ^ submitting still, 

I will not obey ye therein, to he plain, 

Though with a thousand strokes I be slam 
Father Woe is me, my son, woe is me < 

This heavy and doleful day to see 
Son I giant mdeed I am your son , 

But you my father shall not be, 

It that }ou will cast me into that prison, 

Where torn in pieces ye might me see 
Father Where I might see thee tom and lent I 
0 Lord, I could not such a deed invent ^ 

Son Nay, hy the mass, I hold ® ye a groat, 
Those cruel t^Tants cut not my tliroat 
Better it were myself did slay. 

Than they with the rod my flesh should fiaj • 

Well, I would we did this talk omit, 

For it IS loathsome to me every whit 
Father What trade then, I pray thee, shall I 
devise, 

"Whereof t% living at length may arise? 


^ Impress Compare ^‘Hueli Ado al)Out Nothing,” w I 
— Balhwdl 

- [Query, the schoolmaster, so called from mflictmg on 
the pupil with a cane (mU oxx the hand ] 

3 Bet See ** Taming of the Shrew ” — 

«Now by Saint Jamy, 

I you a penny 
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Wilt thou follow warfare, and a soldier be Appointed, 
And so among Troyans and Komans be numbered ^ 
Son See ye not, masters, my father’s advice 
Have ye the like at any time heard 
To will me thereto he is not wise, 

It my years and strength he did regard , 

Ye speak worse and worse, whatsoever ye say , 
This manner of life is not a good way. 

For no kind of office can me please, 

Which IS subject to wounds and stiokes always 
Father Somewhat to do it is meet and con- 
venient , 

Wilt thou then give thy diligent endeavour 
To let thy youth unhonestly be spent, 

And do as poor knaves, which jaxes ^ do scoui 
For I do not see that any good art, 

Or else any honest science or occupation. 

Thou wilt be content to have a part, 

After thy father’s mind and exhortation 
Son Ha, ha, ha, ha, labour m very deed ^ 

God send him that life which stands m need 
There be many fathers that children have. 

And yet not make the worst of them a slave. 
Might not you of yourself be well ashamed, 

'Winch would have your son thither constrained 
Father I would not have thee driven to that 
succour. 

Yet for because the scriptures declare, 

That he should not eat, which viull not labour, 
Some work to do it must be thy care 

Son Father, it is but a folly with you to strive, 
But yet notwithstanding I hope to thrive 
Father That this thine intent may take good 
success, 

I pray God heartily of his goodness 


^ Jakes Compare Lear," u 2-^Hallmell 
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Son Well, well, shall I m few Avoids rehearse 
What thing doth most my conscience pierce 
Father Theremth I am, son, veiy well con- 
tented 

Son Yea, but I think that ye \\ ill not be pleased 
Father Indeed, peradventure it may so chance 
Son Nay, but I pray ye, without any perchance, 
Shall not my request turn to your gneyance 1 
Father If it be just and lawful, which thou 
dost require 

Son Both just and lawful, have ye no fear 
Father Now therefore ask , what is thy peti- 
tion ? 

Son Lo, this it is, without fuither dilation / 
For so much as all young men for this my beauty, 
As the moon the stars, I do far excel. 

Therefore out of hand ^ with all speed possibly 
To have a wife, metlnnk, would do well, 

For now I am young, lively, and lusty, 
uind welcome besides to all men’s company 
Father Good Lord, good Lord, what do I hear ^ 
Son Is this your beginning to perform my 
desire 

Father Alas ^ my child, Avhat meaneth thy 
doting 

Why dost thou covet thy 0 A\n undoing '2 

Son (Aside) I know not in the world how to 
do the thing, 

That to his stomach may be delighting 
Father Why, foolish idiot, thou goest about a 
wife, 

Which IS a buithen and yoke all thy life 
Son Admit she shall as a bin then with nu^ 
remain, 

Yet will I take one, if your good-will I attam 


^ [Detail, 01 circumlocution ] - At once 
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Father Son, it shall not be thus, by my 
counsel 

Son I trust ye will not me otherwise compel 
Father If thou were as wise as I have ludged 
thee. 

Thou wouldest m this case be ruled by me 

Son To follow the contrary I cannot be turned , 
My heart thereon is stifly fixed 
Father What, I say, about thine own destine- 
tion ^ 

Son No, no, but about mine own salvation 
Foi if I be helped, T sweai by the mass. 

It IS only marriage that brings it to pass 
It IS not the school, it is not the book 
It IS not science or occupation, 

It IS not to be a barber or cook, 

Wherein is now set my consolation , 

And since it is thus, be, father, content , 

For to marry a wife I am full bent 
Father Well, if thou wilt not, my son, be ruled, 
But needs will follow thine own foolishness, 

Take heed hereafter, if thou be troubled, 

At me thou never seek rediess , 

For I am certain thou canst not abide 

Any pain at all, grief or vexation 

Thy childhood >vith me so easily did slide, 

Full of all pastime and delectation , 

And if thou wouldest follow the book and learning, 
And with thyself also take a wise way, 

Then thou mayst get a gentleman^s living, 

And with many other bear a great sway ^ 

Besides this, I would m time to come. 

After my power and small hability. 

Help thee and further thee, as my wisdom 
Should me most counsel for thy commodity 


^ Compare Corned} of Errora,” Act u sc 1 — HalUudl 
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And such a wife I would prepare ior thee 
As should be virtuous, wise, and honest, 

And give thee with her after my degree, 

Whereby thou mightest always live in lest 
Son I cannot, I tell ye again, so much of 
life 

Consume at my book ^vithout a \\ ife 

FArnER I perceive tlierefoie I have done to i 
well, 

And showed overmuch favour to thee, 

That now against me thou dost i abel, 

And for thine own furtherance wilt not agree ^ 
Wherefore of my goods thou gettest not a penny, 
Noi any succoui else at my hands, 

Foi such a child is most unworthy 
To have any part of his father’s lands 
Son I do not esteem, father, your goods or 
lands, 

Oi any part of all jmui treasure, 

Foi I judge it enough to be out of bands, 

And fiom this day forward to take my pleasure 
Father Well, if it shall chance thee thy folly 
to repent, 

As thou art like within short space, 

Tlniik none but thyseK worthy to be slient,^ 
Letting my counsel to take no place 

Son As touching that mattei, I will no luau 
blame 

Now, faiewell, father, most heartily for the same 
Father Farewell, my son, depart m God’s name ^ 


^ Blamed, scolded See “ Menj Wives of Windsor,”? 4 
The oldei meaning of the teim is r wined, but Elizabethan 
writers generally employ it m the sense here mentioned — 
Halhxoell [I do not agree The oldei sense is, I think, the 
only one admissible , yet, Nares cites a passage from Shake 
speare which may shake tins position Sec v Shend, No 1, 
second quotation ] 
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Son Eoom ^ I say , room, let me be gone 
My father, if he list, shall tarry alone 

\Ileye the Son goetJi ou% and the Rich 
Man tameth behind alone 

THE FATHER 

Now at the last I do myself consider, 

How great grief it is and heaviness 
To every man that is a father. 

To suffer his child to follow wantonness 
If I might live a hundred ;yeais longer. 

And should have sons and daughters many, 

Yet for this boy’s sake I will not suffer 
One of them all at home with me to tairy , 

They should not be kept thus under my win^, 

And have all that which they desire , 

For why it is but their only undoing. 

And, after the proverb, we put oil to the fiie - 
Wherefore we parents must have a regard 
Our children in time for to subdue. 

Or else we shall have them ever untoward. 

Yea, spiteful, disdainful, naught and untrue 
And let us them thrust alway to the school. 
Whereby at their books they may be kept under 
And so we shall shortly their courage cool, 

And bring them to honesty, virtue and nurture 
But, alas, now-a-days (the more is the pity), 
Science and learning is so httle regarded, 

That none of us doth muse or study 
To see our children well taught and instructed 
We deck them, we trim them with gorgeous array, 
We pamper and feed them, and keep them so gay, 

^ Compare the * Midsummer Night’s Dream,” u 1 — 
HalhweU 

* ** Bring oil to fire” {Ktng Lear, ii 2) Compare also 
“ All’s Well that ends Well,” v 3 — Halliwell 
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That m the end of all this they he our foes 
We bass them, [we] kiss them, we look round about , 
We marvel and wonder to see them so lean ^ 

We ever anon do invent and seek out 
To make them go tricksy,^ gallant, and clean 
Which IS nothing else but the very piovolang 
To all unthriftiness, vice, and iniquity , 

It puffeth them up, it is an alluring 
Their fathers and mothers at length to defy 
Which thing mine own son doth plainly declaie, 
Whom I always entirely have loved , 

He was so my joy, he was so my caie. 

That now of the same I am despised 
And how he is hence from me departed, 

He hath no delight with me to dwell , 

He IS not merry, until he be mairied, 

He hath of knavery took such a smell ^ 

But yet seeing that he is my son, 

He doth me constiain bitterly to weep, 

I am not (methink) well till I be gone , 

For this place I can no longer keep 

\He7e the Mich Man goeth out^ and the twn 
Cools cometli vn , first the one, and then 
the other 

THE MAN-COOK 

Make haste, Blanche, blab it out, and come awaj , 
For we have enough to do all this whole day , 
Why, Blanche, blab it out, wilt thou not come. 
And knowest what business there is to be done ^ 

If thou may be set with the pot at thy nose, 

Thou carest not how other matters goes , 


1 My tricksy spirit ” {Tempest, v 1) — Halhwell 
® Smell of calumny ” (Measure for Measure, u 4) •— 
Hallmell 
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Come away, I bid thee, and taiiy no longer, 

To trust to thy help I am much the bettei » 

THE MAID-COOK 

What a murrain, I say, what a noise dost thou 
make f 

I think that thou be not well in thy wits ' 

I nevei heaid man on this sort to take, 

With such angry words and hasty fits 
Man Why, dost thou lemembei what i^ to be 
bought 

For the great bridal against to-moirow 
The market must be in every place sought 
For all kinds of meats, God give thee soriow f 
Maid What banging, "w hat cui smg. Long-tongue, 
is with thee * 

I made as much speed as I could possibly , 

I-wis thou mightest have tamed for me, 

Until in all points I had been ready , 

I have for thee looked full oft heretofore, 

And yet for all that said nevei the more 
Man Well, for this once I am with thee content, 
So that hereafter thou make more haste , 

Or else, I tell thee, thou wilt it repent, 

To loiter so long, till the maiket be past 
For there must be bought beef, veal and mutton, 
And that even such as is good and fat, 

With pig, geese, conies, and capon , 

How sayest thou, Blanche ? blab it out unto that 
Maid I cannot tell, Long-tongue, what I should 
say, 

Of such good cheer I am so glad, 

That if I would not eat at all that day, 

My belly to fill I were very mad ' 

Man There must be also pheasant and swan , 
There must be heronsew, partridge, and quail , 
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And therefore I must do what I can, 

That none of all these the gentleman fail 
I dare say he looks for many things mo, 

To be prepaied against to-morn , 

Wherefore, I say, hence let us go 
My feet do stand upon a thorii 

Maid Nay, good Long-tongue, I pray once again 
To hear yet of my mind a woid or twain 

Man Oome oif, then dispatch, and speak ib 
quickly, 

For what thing it is thou causest me tariy 

Maid Of whence is this gentleman that to nicii- 
low is marned ? 

Where doth his father and his mother dwell 
Above forty miles he hath tiavelled, 

As yesternight his servant did tell 

Man In very deed he comes a gieat wa> , 

With my master he may not long abide , 

It hath cost him so much on costly array, 

That money out of his purse apace doth slide 
They say that his friends he rich and v ealth} , 

And m the city of London have their dwelhn^i>, 
But yet of them all he hath no penny 
To spend and bestow heie at his wedding 
And if it he true that his servant did say, 

He hath utterly lost his fi rends' good-will, 

Because he would not their counsel obey, 

And in his own countiy^ taiiy still , 

As for this woman, which he shall mail)-, 

At Saint Albans always hath spent hei life , 

I thmk she be a shrew, I tell thee plainly, 

And full of debate, malice and stxiie 
Maid Though I nevei saw this woman before, 
Which hither with him this gentleman brought. 
Yet nevertheless I have tokens in store, 


^ Often used formerly for county — HalhuU 
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To judge of a woman that is forward and naught 
The tip of her nose is as sharp as mine, 

Her tongue and her tune^ is very shrill , 

I warrant her she comes of an ungracious km, 
And loveth too much her pleasure and mil 
What though she now so neat and so nice, 

And speaketh as gentle as ever I heard 
Yet young men, which be both witty and wise, 
Such looks and such words should not regard 
Man Blanche, blab it out , thou sayest ver^ 
true , 

I think thou begmnest at length to preach 
This thing to me is strange and new. 

To hear such a fool young men to teach 

M4ID A fool’ mine own Long-tongue’ wlij, 
cairst thou me fool ’ 

Though now in the kitchen I waste the day, 

Yet in times past I went to school, 

And of my Latin primer I took assay 

Man Masters, this woman did take such assay, 
And then in those days so applied her book, 

That one word theieof she carried not away, 

But then of a scholar was made a cook 
I dare say she knoweth not how her piimer began, 
Which of her master she learned then 
Maid I trow it began with Domine lahia^ ape? lev 
Man What, did it begin with diUfe? de peas ^ 
Maid I tell thee again, with Domine^ lahia 
aperies, 

B now to hear it be thine ease 
Man How, how, with, my madam lay in the 
pease ? 

Maid I think thou art mad ’ with Domine^ labia 
aperies 

Man Yea, marry, I judged it went such ways , 


^ Voice 
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It began with, Dorothy, lay up the le?/s ^ 

Maid Nay then, good night , I peiceive by 
this gear, 

That none is so deaf as who ill not hear , 

I spake as plainly as I could devise, 

Yet me understand thou canst in no wise > 

Man Why, yet once again, and I will hettei 
listen, 

And look upon thee how thy lips do open 

Maid Well, mark then, and hearken once for all, 
Oi else hear it again thou never shall , 

My book, I say, began with Domne, lahzii ape? 

Man Fie, fie, how slow am I of understanding ^ 
Was it all tins while, Domine, lahza apei les^ 

Eehke I have lost my sense ol hearing, 

With broiling and burning m the kitchen o' days ^ 
Maid I promise thee thou seemest to have done 
httle better. 

For that I wot in my life I never saw 
One hke to thyself m so easy a mattei, 

Unless he were deaf, thus play the daw - 
M\n Come on, come on, we have almost tor- 
gotten 

Such plenty of victuals as we should buy , 

It were alms,® by my troth, thou were well beaten. 
Because so long thou hast made me taiiy 

Maid Tush, tush, we shall come in very good 
season, 

If so be thou goest as fast as I , 

Take up thy basket, and quickly have done, 

We will be both there by and by 


^ In the dajtime — Ealhwell [Simply e’ as printed 
here ] 

2 The simpleton See 3, '' Henry YI ^*^EalhweU 
* A common phrase, equivalent to, it were a good thing 
See “ Much Ado about Nothing,” ii 3 — ffalhwell [Not a 
good thing, but a chanty ] 
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Man I for my part will nevei leave running, 
Until that I come to the sign oi the Whiting 

\IIere the tioo CooJcs ^ mi out, aud ui cometh the 
Young Man aiid the Young Woman hts lovei 


THE YOUNG WOMAN 

Wheie lb my si\eetmg,^ whom I do seek? 

He promised me to have met me heie 
Till I speak with him I think it a week, 

For he is my joy, he is my cheer * 

There is no night, there is no day. 

But that my thoughts be all of him , 

I have no delight, if he be away 
Such toys in my head do e^er swim 
But behold at the last, where he doth come 
For whom my heart desired long , 

Now shall I know, all and some,^ 

Or else I would say I had great wrong 

THE YOUNG IVLAN 

My darling, my coney, ^ my bud so bright of ble ^ 
Sweetheart, I say, aU hail to thee ^ 

How do oiu loves *2 be they fast asleep ? 

Or the old liveliness do they still keep ? 

Young Woman Do ye ask, and^ my love be 
fast asleep ? 

0, if a woman may utter her mind, 

My love had almost made me to weep, 


i“What, sweeting, all amort” [Taming of the Shrew) 
^Halhwell 
2 Altogether, entirely 
^ Rabbit A term of endearment 
^ My lady so fair in countenance The expression is 
common in our early romances — Halhwell 

5 If 
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Because that even now I did not you find , 

I thought it suiely a whole hundred yeai,^ 

Till in this place I saw you here 
Young Man Alack, alack, I am soiry for 
this f 

I had such business, I might not come , 

But ye may perceive what my wit is, 

How small regard I have and wisdom 
Young Woman Whereas ye ask me concernmg 
my love, 

I well assure you it doth daily augment , 

Nothing can make me start or move , 

You only to love is mine mtent 
Young Man And as foi my love it doth ne\er 
lelent, 

For of you I do dream, of you I do think , 

To dinner and supper I never went, 

But of beer and wine to you I did drink 
Now of such thinks ^ therefore to make an end, 
Which pitiful lovers do cruelly torment, 

To mairiage, in God’s name, let us descend, 

As unto this hour we have "^en bent 
Young Woman Your will to accomphsh I am 
as ready 

As any woman, believe me truly 

Young Man This nng then I give jou as a 
token sure, 

Whereby our love shall always endure 
Young Woman With a pure pretence your 
pledge I take gladly. 

For a sign of our love, faith, and fidelity 
Young Man Now I am safe, now I am glad, 
Now I do live, now I do reign , 


1 te Twelve years since ’ (Tempest) — Halliioell 
® A provincialism — HaXlmM [Bather^ perhaps, a Cock- 

nejism ] 
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Methouglit till now I was too sad, 

Wherefore, sadness, fly hence again f 
Away with those words which my father brouglifc 
out f 

Away with his sageness and exhortation f 
He could not make me his fool or his lout, 

And put me besides this delectation 
Bid he judge that I would go to the school, 

And might my time spend after this sort 
I am not his calf,^ nor yet his fool , 

This virgin I kiss is my comfort * 

Young- Woman Well then, I pray you, let us 
be married, 

For methink from it we ha\e long tamed 

Young Man Agreed, my sweeting, it shall he 
then done, 

Since that thy good-will I have gotten and won 
Young Woman There would this day be very 
good cheer, 

That every one his belly may fill, 

And three or four minstrels would be here, 

That none m the house sit idle or still 
Young Man Take ye no thought for abundance 
of meat, 

That should be spent at our bndal, 

For there shall be enough for all men to eat, 

And minstrels besides thereto shall not fail 
The cooks, I dare say, a good while agone, 

With such kind of flesh as I did them tell, 

Are from the market both come home, 

Or else, my own coney, they do not well 
I knew, before that I come to this place, 

We should be married together this day, 

Which caused me then forthwith m this case 


1 A term of contempt for a fool See Much Ado about 
Nothing,’^ 111 S — Halliwdl 
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To send foi victuals, ere I came a'way 
Youno Woman Wherefore then (I pray ye) 
shall we go to our inn, 

And look that everything be made ready f 
Or else all is not woith a brass pin/ 

Such haste is required in matiiniony 
Younc Man I think six o’clock it is not much 
past, 

But yet to the priest we will make lia&te, 

That according to custom we may be both coupled, 
And with a strong laiot for ever bound fast 
Yet, ere I depart, some song I will sing, 

To the intent to declare my joy without fear, 

And in the meantime you may, my sweeting, 

Eest yourself in this little chair 

The Song 

fSpUe of Ills spite, which that in mm 
Both seeh to force my fantasy, 

I am professed for loss or gaw, 

To he thine own assuredly ^ 

Whe'i efore let my father spite ^ and spu7 n, 
My fantasy will never tu7 n f 
Although my father of busy wit 
Both babble still, I care not thoj 
I have no fear, non yet will fiit. 

As doth the water to and fro. 

Wherefore let my father spite and spurn, 
My fantasy will never tui ii f 
For I am set and loill not swei ve, 

Whom spiteful speech removeth mught. 


^ ‘‘At a pin’s fee ” {Hwmlet) — Rallmell 
2 Anger “ And that which spites me more than all these 
wants” {Taming of the Shrew) — Halhwell 

VOL II T 
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And unce that 1 thy grace desei^e^ 

I count it IS not deaily bought, 

Wheo efore let my failm s'pite and spin i?, 
My fantasy will nevet iiau ^ 

Who IS afraid^ let you him fly^ 

Foi I shall well abide the brunt 
Maugre to his lips that listeth to lie^ 

Of busy bi ains as is the wont , 

Wherefore let my father spite and ^pum. 
My fantasy will never turn t 
Who listeth thereat to laugh or lour^ 

I am not he that ought doth recli, - 
There is no pain that hath the power 
Out of my br east your love to fetch , 

Wherefore let my father spite and spinn^ 
My fantasy wdl never turn t 
For wher eas lie moved me to the school, 

And only to follow my bool and learning 
lie could never malce me such a fool, 

With all his soft words and fair speaking. 

Wherefore let my father spite and spiun, 
My fantasy will never iur n t 
This minion her e, tlm mmoing ^ trull f 
Both please me more a thousand fold, 

Than all the ear th that is so full 
Of precious stones, silver and gold. 

Wherefore let my father spite and spur n, 
My fantasy will never turn t 


^ To look sad This term is often incoirectly explained 
‘ Fj e, how impatience lowreth m your face [Com Jb 7 r),ie , 
makes ^ oui face look sad, opposed to the “ merry look ” — 
Halliwell [Lour is simply a contracted form of loue} ] 

2 Care 

s Compare “ Merchant of Venice,” m 4 — Halhwell 
^Not a term of reproach — Compare Henry VI ” — 

Ealhwell 
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Wkatsoeve7 I did it ivas for her salce^ 

It was for hei love and only 'pleaswe^ 

I count it no labour such labour to taJce^ 

In getting to me so high a ti easure ^ 

Wherefore let my father spite and spuin^ 
My fa^itasy will never tu7 n ^ 

This day I intended for to he merry ^ 

Although my haid fatliei he far hence, 

I know 7X0 cause fox to he heavy, 

Fox all this cost and great expense ^ 

Wheiefore let my father spite and spurn, 
My fantasy will never turn t 

Young Man How like ye tins song, my own 
sweet rose 1 

Is it well made for om purpose ^ 

Young Woman I never heard in all my life a 
better, 

More pleasant, more meet for the matter , 

Now let us go then, the morning is nigh gone, 

We cannot any longer lieie remain 
Faiewell, good masteis everyone, 

Till fiom the church we come again 

[Ilex e they go out, and ixi cometh the Px test 
aloxxe 

Priest Sirs, by my troth it is a woild to see ^ 
The exceeding negligence of eveiy one, 

Even from the highest to the low est degree 
Both goodness and conscience is clean gone 
There is a young gentleman in this town, 

Who this same day now must he mariied 
Yet though I would bestow a crown, 

That knave the cleik cannot be spied , 

For he is safe, if that in the alehouse 
He may sit tippling of nut-brown ale, 


^ Compare “Taming of the Shrew,” n 1 ^Halhuell 
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That oft he comes forth as drunk as a moubo 
With a nose of his own not groatiy pale ^ 
And this is not once, hut eA eiy day 
Almost, of my faith, throughout the -whole 
That he these tricks doth use to play. 
Without all shame, diead and fear 
He knoweth himself, that yesternight 
The said young gentleman came to me, 

And then desired that he might 
Tins morning betimes married be , 

But now I doubt it will be high noon, 

Ere that his business be quite ended, 

Unless the knavish fool come \ery soon, 

That this same thing may be despatched , 
And therefore, since that this naughty pack 
Hath at this piesent me thus served, 

He is like henceforward my good-mil to lack, 
Or else unwise I might be judged 
I am taught hereafter how such a one to tiust 
In any matter concerning the church ^ 

For, if I should, I perceive that I must 
Of mine own honesty lose very much 
And yet for all this, from week to week, 

For Ins stipend and wages he ever^ crieth, 
And for the same continually doth seek, 

As from time to time plainly appeareth , 

But whether his wages he hath deserved, 
Unto you all I do me report. 

Since that his duty he hath not fulfilled, 

Nor to the church will scant resoit , 

That many a time and oft^ I am fam 
To play the priest, clerk, and all, 

Though thus to do it is great pain, 

And my reward but very small 


1 Nevei m the original copy — Halhwell 
^ Compare The Merchant of Venice,” i 3 — BalUudl 
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Wlierefoie (Grod willing) I will such order take, 
Eefore that I he many days elder, 

That he shall he glad this town to forsake, 

And learn evermoie to please his better, 

And in such wise all they shall he used. 

Which in this parish intend to he clerks , 

Great pity it weie the church should be dis- 
ordeied, 

Because that such swillbowls^ do not their works 
And to say truth, in many a place, 

And other great towns beside this same, 

The priests and parishioners be in the like case, 
Which to the churchwardens may he a shame 
How should the priest his office fulfil, 

Accordingly as indeed he ought, 

When that the cleik will have a self-will. 

And always in service-time must be sought 
Notwithstanding at this present there is no le- 
medy, 

But to take time, as it doth fall. 

Wherefore I will go hence and make me ready, 

For it helpeth not to chafe or brawl 

[Here the Pi test goeth out, and in cometh the 
Eich Man 

THE RICH MAN 

Coming this day forth of my chamber, 

Even as foi water to wash I did call. 

By chance I espied a certain stranger, 

Standing beneath within my hall , 

Who m very deed came fiom the innholder, 
Wliereas foi a time my son did he, 

And said that his master had sent me a letter, 

And bad him to bring it with all speed possible , 


^ Drunkards 
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Wherein he did write that as this da}. 

That unthnft,^ my son, to a ceitain maid 
Should then be wedded without fuithei delay, 
And hath borrowed more than ^\lll be paid , 

And since that he heard he was my son 
By a gentleman or two this othei day, 

He thought that it should be veiy well done 
To let me have knowledge theieof by the ^\ay , 
And willed me, if that I would any thing 
Of him to be done of me in this matter, 

That then he Ins servant such word should bung, 
As at his coming he might do heieaftei 
I bad him thank his mastei most heartily, 

And sent him by him a j)iece of venison, 

For that he vouchsafed to write so gently, 
Touching the marrying and state of my son 
But notwithstanding I sent him no money 
To pay such debts as my son did owe. 

Because he had me foisaken utterly, 

And me foi his good father would not know , 

And said that with him I would not make 
From that day foiward during my hfe, 

But as he had biewed, that so he should bake, 
Since of his own choosing he gat him a wile 
Thus, when his seivant from me departed. 

Into my chamber I went again, 

And there a great while I bitteily weeped 
This news to me was so great pam 
And thus with these words I began to moan. 
Lamenting and mourning myself all alone 
0 madness, 0 doting of those young folk ' 

0 minds without wit, advice and disci etion. 

With whom their parents can bear no stroke 

In their first matrimonial conjunction 

They know not what misery, grief and unquietness 


^ “ Upstart unthnfts*' {Richaid II ) — Halhwell 
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Will hereafter ensue of their extieme foolishness , 
Of all such labours they be clean ignoiant, 

Which, m the nourishing and keeping of children, 
To their great charges it is convenient 
Either of them henceforth to sustain 
Concerning expenses bestowed in a house, 

They perceive as little as doth the mouse 
On the one side the wife will brawl and scold, 

On the other side the infant will cry in the cradle 
Anon, when the child waxeth somewhat old, 

Foi meat and dunk he begins to babble 
Heieupon cometh it that at markets and fairs 
A husband is forced to buy many wares 
Yet for all this hath my foolish son, 

As wise [as] a woodcock,^ without any wit, 
Despising his father’s imnd and opimon, 

Mamed a wife for him most unfit, 

Supposing that mirth to be everlasting, 

Which then at the first was gieatly pleasing 
How they two will hve, I cannot tell , 

Whereto they may trust, they have nothing 
My mind givetli me, that they will come dwell 
At length by their father for want of living , 

But my sou doubtless, for anything that I know, 
Shall reap in such wise as he did sow , 

True he shall find, that Hipponax did write, 

Who said with a wife are two days ot pleasure , 
The first is the joy of the marriage-day and night, 
The second to be at the wife’s sepulture 
And this by experience he shall prove true, 

That of his bridal great evils do ensue 
And (as I suppose) it will prove iii Ins hfe. 

When he shall wish that to him it may chance, 
Which unto Eupohs and also his wife, 


’ Compare ‘‘ Taming of the Shrew,” i 2 “0 this wood 

cock what an ass it is ’ ” — Halliwdl 
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The night they were wedded, fell for a vengeance , 
Who with the heavy ruin of the bed were slain, 

As the Poet Ovid in these two veists inalvc pLuii 

Sit tihi coiijugti nox prt7na novissimi vitcp^ 
Eupolis hoc pel lit et nova nnpta modo 

0 Vidius, wilting against one Ibis his enemy, 

That the first night of his marriage did wish 
The last of his life might be ceitainl;y, 

Foi so (quoth he) did Eiipolis and his \vite peii^h 
Yet to my son I pray God to send, 

Because thereunto me nature doth bind, 

Though he hath offended, a better end 
Than Eupolis and his wile did find 
And now I shall long e\ ei anon. 

Till some of those quarters come riding hither, 
Unto the which my son is gone. 

To know how they do live together 
But I am fasting, and it is almost noon, 

And more than time that I had dined 
Wherefore from hence I will go soon , 

I think by this time my meat is burned 

[Hci e the Mich Man goeth out^ and %n conieth tJu 
Young Man hts S071 with the Young Woman^ hetnq 
hath mained 


THE HUSBAND 

0 my sweet wife, my pietty coney f 
THE WIFE 

0 my husband, as pleasant as honey 
Husband 0 Lord, what pleasures and great 
commodity 

Are heaped together in matnmony * 

Wife How vehement, how stiong a thing 
love IS * 
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How many smirks and dulsome ^ kisses ^ 

Husband What smiling, Avhat laughing ^ 

What spoit, pastime, and playing ^ 

Wife What tickling, what tojung ' 

What dallpng, what joying < 

Husband The man with the wife is \vholly de- 
lighted, 

And with many causes to laughtei enforced 

Wife When they two drink, they drink to- 
gether , 

They never eat hue one with another 

Husband Sometimes to then garden forth they 
walk, 

And into the fields sometimes they go, 

With merry tucks and gestmes they talk, 

As they do move their teet to and Iro 
Wife Sometimes they ride into the country, 
Passing the time with mirth and sport , 

And wlien with their friends they ha\e been merij , 
Home to then own house they do resort 
Husband Sometime^ abroad they go to see 
plays, 

And other turn sights for to behold 
AVhen often they meet in the highways 
Much of their acquaintance they knew of old 
Wife Sometimes to the chuich they do repaii, 
To hear the seimon that shall be made, 

Though it to remember they shall have small care , 
For why they be now but few of that trade 

Husband Sometimes at home at cards they 
play, 

Sometimes at this game, sometimes at that , 

They need not with sadness to pass the day. 

Nor yet to sit still, or stand m one plat 

Wife And as foi us wives, occasions do move 


^ [Rather, perhaps, d/aUum^ ^ e , s-w eet ] 
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Sometimes with our gossips to m*ike good cheer, 

Or else we did not, as did us beliove, 

For certain days and weeks in the } ear 

Husband I think that a man might spend a 
whole day, 

Declaring the ]oys and endless hliss, 

Which married persons receive alway, 

If they love faithfully, as meet it is 

Wife Wives cannot choose but love caniestl} , 
If that then husbands do all things well , 

Or else, my sweetheart, we shall esp}', 

That in quietness they cannot dwell 

Husband It they do not, it maj be a shame 
For I love jou heartily, I you assuie 
Or else I were truly gieatly to blame, 

Ye are so lo\nng, so kmd and demure 

Wife I trust that 'vvith neither hand or foot 
Ye shall see any occasion by me 
But that I love you even fiom the heart-root, 

And during my life so intend to he 
Husband Who then merry marriage can dis- 
commend, 

And will not with Aristotle in his Ethics ^ agree ^ 
But will say, that misery is the end, 

When otherwise I find it to he 
A pohtic man will mairy a wife, 

As the philosopher makes declaration, 

Not only to have children by his life, 

But also for Imng, help, and sustentation 

Wife Who will not with H’erocles plainly con- 
fess, 

That mankind to society is wholly adjoining, 


^ This confirms in some measuie a reading m the 
“Taming of the Shrew” — so devote to Anstotle^s 
Ethics ” — Halliwell [See Dice’s 2d edit in 114, ‘ind the 
note ] 
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And in this society nevertheless 
Of worthy wedlock took the beginning 
Without the which no city can stand, 

Nor household be perfect in any land ^ 

Husband Pythagoras, Sociates, and Crates also 
Which truly were men ot veiy small substance, 

As I heard my father tell long ago, 

Did take them wives with a sale conscience , 

And dwelled togethei, supposing that they 
Weie unto philosophy nother stop nor stay 
Wife Yea, what can be more according to kind 
Than a man to a woman himself to bmd 
Husband Away with those therefore, that mai - 
nage despise. 

And of dangers thereof invent many lies * 

Wife But what is he that cometh yonder *2 
Do ye not think it is our man ? 

Somewhat there is that he hasteth hither, 

For he makes as much speed as he can 

\IIere the servaoit of the Rich lianas Bon 
cometh Z7i, zvvth an erz and to Jus master 


SERVANT 

Master, there is a stranger at home, 

He would very fam with you talk 
Foi until that to him ye do come, 

Forth of the doois he will not walk 

Husband Come on then, my wife, it it be so, 
Let us depart hence for a season 
For I am not well, till I do know 
Of that man’s coming the ver} leason 

\IIere they doth go out^ a7id their Servant doth 
tarry behind alone 
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SERVANT 

Let them go both, and do what they will, 

And with communication fill their belly 
For I, by Saint George, will tairy here still, 

In all my life I was never so weaiy ’ 

I have this day filled so many pots 
With all manner wine, ale, and beer, 

That I wished then bellies full of bots,^ 

Long of whom ^ was made such cheer 
What kinds of meat, both flesh and fish, 

Have I, poor knave, to the table cairied 
From tune to time, dish after dish , 

My legs liom going never ceased ’ 

What running had I foi apples and nuts f 
What calling foi biscuits, comfits, and caraways ’ 
A vengeance, said I, light on their guts, 

That makes me to turn so many ways f 
What ciying was there for cards and dice ^ 

MTiat roisting,^ what ruffling made they within ^ 

I counted them all not greatly wise, 

For my head did almost ache with din 
What babbling, what jangling ^ was in the house ’ 
What quaffing, what bibbing with many a cup ' 
That some lay along as drunk as a mouse, 

Not able so much as their heads to hold up ^ 

What dancing, what leaping, what jumping about, 
From bench to bench, and stool to stool. 

That I wondered their brains did not fall out, 


1 “Beguaw with the hots” {Tam%ng of the Shiew) — 
Halhwell 

^ Owing to whom 

® Caraway comfits See “ 2 Henry IV ” and the blun 
ders of the commentators coriected in mj *‘Dictionai} of 
Archaisms,” p 231 — Hcdhwell 
^ Compare “Troilusand Cressida,” ii 2 — Ealliwell 
® “ Good wits will be jangling ” {Love's Labour 's Lost) — 
Halhwell 
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When they so outrageously played the fool ’ 

What juggling was there upon the hoaids i 
What thrusting of knives through many a nose f 
What bearing of forms, what holding of swords, 
And putting of hotkins^ thiough leg and hose ’ 
Yet for all that they called foi dunk, 

And said they could not play for diy, 

That many at me did nod and wink, 

Because I should bring it by and by 
Howsoever they sported, the pot did still walk 
If that were away, then all was lost, 

For ever anon the jug was their talk, 

They passed ^ not who bare such charge and cost 
Therefore let him look his purse be right good. 
That it may discharge all that is spent, 

Oi else it wall make his hair glow through his hood,® 
There was such havoc made at this present , 

But I am afeard my master be angry. 

That I did abide thus long behind 
Yet for his anger I pass ^ not greatly, 

His words they he but only wind f 

Now that I have rested so long in tins place, 

Homeward again I will hie me apace 

\Here the Sei vant goeth out, and in cometh 
first the Wife, and sliootly after the 
Husband 

THE WIFE 

Where is my husband was he not here *2 
I marvel much w^hither he is gone ’ 

Then I perceive I am [not] much the near ^ 


1 A dagger See « Hamlet,” iii 1 --HalUweU 

2 Cared 

3 [A rather common phrase See Hazlitt’s ‘‘Proverbs/ 
1S69, p 205] 

4 Care 


® [Nearer ] 
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But lo, where he cometh hither alone ^ 

Wot ye what, husband, from day to day 
With dainty dishes our bodies have been filled 
What meat to-moirow next shall we assay, 
Whereby we may then be both lefieshed 

Husband Do ye now provide and give a legaid 
For victuals hereafter to be prepaied*? 

Wife But that I know, husband, it lieth us in 
hand 

Of things to come to have a consideration, 

I would not once will you to understand 
About such business my careful provision 
It IS needful therefore to work ^ve make haste, 
That to get both our hvings we may know the cast 
Husband To trouble me now, and make me 
vexed, 

This mischievous means hast thou invented 
Wife What trouble for thee, what kind ot 
vexation, 

Have I to disquiet thee caused at this present *2 
My only mind is thou make expedition 
To seek for our profit, as is convenient ^ 
Wherefore to thee I say once again. 

Because to take pains thou art so loth, 

By Chiist, it were best with might and mam 
To fall to some w^ork, I swear a great oath f 
Husband Yet, foi a time, if it may thee please, 
Let me be quiet, and take mine ease 
Wife Wilt thou have us then through hungoi 
be starved *2 

Husband I would not we should foi hunger b(' 
killed 

Wife Then, I say then, this gear ^ go about, 
And look that thou labour diligently. 

Or else thou shalt shortly prove -without doubt, 


^ Necessary, fit 


® Business 
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Thy sluggishness 'will not please me gieatly 

Hdsband Beginnest thou even now to be painful 
and grievous, 

And to thy husband a woman so troublous ^ 

WiEE What words have we heie, thou inislie- 
gotten 

Is there not alieady enough to be spoken '2 

Husband 0 mnth, 0 joy, 0 pastime and 
pleasure, 

How little a space do you endure ^ 

Wife I see my commandment can take no 
place , 

Thou shalt aby therefoie, I swear by the mass f 

\Hete the W%fe must strike he) Husband 
handsomely about the shoulders with 
somethinq 

Husband Alas, good wife f good wife, alas, 
alas f 

Strike not so hard, I pray thee heaitily » 
Whatsoever thou wilt have brought to pass, 

It shall be done with all speed possible 

Wife Lay these faggots, man, upon thy 
shoulder. 

And cany tins wood from stieet to street. 

To sell the same, that we both together 
Our living may get, as is most meet 
Hence, nidiot, hence without moie delay * 

What meanest thou thus to stagger and stay ? 
Husband 0 Lord * wdiat, how miseiable men 
be those. 

Which to their wives as wretches be wedded. 

And have them continually then mortal foes, 
Serving them thus, as slaves that be hired f 
Now by experience true I do find, 

Which oftentimes unto me heretofoie 
My father did say, declaring his mind, 

That in matrimony was pain evermore , 
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What shall I do, most pitiful creature 

Just cause I have, alas, to lament 

That frantic woman my* death will piocure, 

If so be this day without gain be spent 
Por unless for my wood some money be taken, 
Like a dog with a cudgel I shall be beaten > 

Ho, thou good fellow, which standest so nigh, 

Of these heavy bundles ease my soie back, 

And somewhat therefore give me by and by, 

Or else I die, for silver I do lack 
Now that I have some money received 
Por this my burthen, home I will go. 

And lest that my wife be discontented, 

What I have take, I will her show 
Wife, I am come I went a long way. 

And here is the profit and gams of this day ' 

Wife Why, thou lout, thou fool, thou whoie- 
son folt,^ 

Is this thy wood money, thou peevish ^ dolt ? 

Thou shalt smait for this gear, I make God a vow ’ 
Thou knowest no more to sell wood than doth the 
sow > 

Husband By God’s precious, I will not un- 
wisely suffer 

To do as I have done any longer 
Wife Why, dost thou rise against me, villain If 
Take heed I scratch not out thy eyes twam J 
Husband Scratch, and thou dare, for I have a 
knife 

Perchance I will rid thee of thy life * 

Wife Slay me with thy lonfe, thou shitten 
dastard J 

Dost thou think to find me such a dissard ? 


^ Fool Folte, ” ( FocaS MS) — Malkwell 

® Foolish—*' Our peevish opposition {Hamlet) -^Ealh- 
wellp 
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By Cock’s bones, I will make thy skin to rattle, 
And the biains m thy skull more deeply to settle 
\HeTe the Wife must lay on load upon her 
Husband 

Husband Good wife, be content f forgive me 
this fault * 

I will never again do that which is naught 
Wife Go to, foohsh calf, go to, and ux^iise, 

And put up thy knife, I thee advise 

Husband I will do your commaiidments what 
soever 

Wife Hence away, then, and fill this with 
w’’ater 

Husband 0 merciful God, in what lamentable 
state 

Is he, of whom the wife is the mastei ^ 

Would God I had been predestinate 

On my marriage day to have died with a fever > 

0 wretched creature, what may I do '2 
My grievous wife shall I return unto 
Lo, wife, behold * wuthout furthei delay 
The water ye sent foi heie I do bring 
Wife What, I say *2 what nieaneth this weeping 
What aileth thee to make all this crying ^ 

Husband I weep not, foi sooth, nor ciy not as 
yet 

Wife No, nor thou wilt not, if thou hast an} 
wit , 

It is not thy iveeping that can ought avail, 

And theiefore this matter no longer bewail 
Come off, I say, and run by the river. 

And wash these clothes m the water 
Husband Wife, I will tluther hie me fast 
Wife Yet I advise thee, thou culion,^ make 
haste 


^ Compare “ Taming of the Shrev\ f iv 2 — Halhwell 
VOL II U 
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Husband 0, how unhappy and eke unfoitunate 
Is the most part of married men’s condition ^ 

I would to death I had been agate/ 

When my mother in bearing me made lamentation 
What shall I do*^ whithei shall I tin n1 
Most careful man now under the sky * 

In the flaming fire I had rathei bum, 

Than with extieme pain live so heavily 
There is no shift , to my wife I must go, 

Whom that I did 'u ed , I am full wo * 

*VVhere aie ye, wife your clothes are washed clean, 
As white as a lily,^ without spot oi stain 
Wife Thou thief, thou caitiff, why is not this 
place 

Washed as fair as all the rest ^ 

Thou shalt for this gear now smoke apace ^ 

By Jis,^ I swear, thou brutish beast • 

[Here she must InocL her Eusland 
Husband. Alas, alas ’ I am almost quite dead ’ 
My wife so pitifuUy hath broken my head • 

[Here he) Husband must he along on the ground^ 
as thouqh he were sore beaten and wounded 
Wife Well, I perceive the time vill away, 

And into the coimtiy to go I have promised , 

Look theiefore thou go not from hence to-day, 

Till home again I am leturned 
Take heed, I say, this house thee retam, 

And stir not for any thing out of my door, 

Until that I come hither again, 

As thou wilt be rewarded therefore 

[Here his Wife goeth out, and the Husband 
tm rieth behind alone 


1 [A-going, bound ] 

2 A common phrase See Two Gentlemen of Verona,” 
11 3 — Halkwell 

3 Compare the son» in “ Hamlet,” iv 5 ’--^Halliwell 




THE DISOBEDIENT CHILD 


307 


Husband The flying fiend ^ go with my vnie, 
And in her journey ill may she speed * 

I pray God Ahnighty to shorten hei life f 
The eaith at no time doth hear such a weed f 
Although that I he a gentleman horn, 

And come by my anc^tors of a good blood. 

Yet am I like to wear a coat toin, 

And hithei and tluthei go cairy 'wood f 
But rather than I this life will abide, 

To-moiiow moimng I do mtend 
Home to my father agam to ride, 

If some man to me his horse 'will lend 
She is to her gossips gone to make merry, 

And there she will be foi three or four days 
She cares not, though I do now miscarry, 

And sulfer such pain and sorrow always 
She leaveth to me neither biead nor dunk. 

But such, as I judge, no body would eat 
I might hy the walls lie dead and stink, 

For any great wholesomeness m my meat 
She walketh abroad, and taketh her pleasure 
Herself to cherish is all her care 
She passeth not what grief I endure. 

Or how I can live with noiighty ^ fare 
And since it is so, without tuithei delay 
To my father to-morrow I will away 

[Here he goeth and %n coTneth the Devil "" 

S\TAN THE DEVIL. 

Ho, ho, ho, what a fellow am I f 
Give room, I say, both more and less 


^ [ Ong h3iSfl^ng andfieridj 

® Bad “ This is a noughty night” {Lear) — Halhwell 
^ The devil generally attended by the Vice, but he is 
here introduced by himself, and the exact meaning of his 
part in this plot is somewhat a m} stery —Halliwell 
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My stieiigtli and power, hence to the sky, 

No earthly tongue can well expiess f 
0, what inventions, ciatts and wiles 
Is theie contained within this head f 
I know" that he is within few miles, 

Which of the same is throughly sped 
0, it w"as all my study day and night 
Cunningly to hung this mattei to pass 
In all the eaith there is no wight, 

But I can make to cry alas 
This man and wife, that not long ago 
Fell 111 this place together hy the eais 
It was only I that this stiife did sow, 

And have been about it certain ■yeais 
Foi after that I had taken a smell 
Of their good will and fervent love, 
Me-thought I should not tarry in hell, 

But unto debate them shortly move 
0, it was I that made him to despise 
All wisdom, goodness, virtue, and learning, 
That he afterwaid could in no wise 
Once in his heart fancy teaching 
0, it was I that made him lefuse 
The wholesome monition of his father deal, 
And caused him still of a wife to muse. 

As though she should be his joy and cheei * 

0, it was I that made him go hence, 

And suppose that his father was veiy unkind , 
It was I that did drive him to such expense 
And made him as bare as an ape is behind 
And now that I have tins business ended, 

And joined him and Ins wife together, 

I think that I have my part well played 
None of you all would do it better 
Ho, ho, ho J this well-favoured head of mine, 
What thing soever it hath in hand, 

Is never troubled with, ale or wine, 
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^Teitlier by sea, nor yet by land 
I tell you I am a marvellous bodj, 

As any is at this day living 

My head doth devise each thing so trimly, 

That all men may wondei of the ending 
0, 1 have such letches,^ such toys in this head, 
Such ciafty de\ices and subtle tiain, 

That ■\v'homsoe\ er of you I do wed. 

Ye aie like at my hands to take small gam 
Theie is no gentleman, knight, oi lord 
There is no duke, earl, or lang. 

But, if I list, I can with one vord 
Shortly send unto their lodging 
Some I disquiet with covetousness 
Some with wrath, piide and lechery , 

And some I do thrust into such distress, 

That he feeleth only pam and misery 
Some I allure to have then delight 
Always m gluttony, envy and muidei. 

And those things to practise wuth all then might, 

Either by land or else by -water 

Ho, ho, ho > there is none to be compared 

To me, I tell you, in any point 

With a great soit^ myself I have tried. 

That boldly ventured many a joint, 

And -Vi hen for a long time we had wiestled, 

And showed our strength on either side. 

Yet oftentimes a fall they received. 

When through my policy their feet did slide 
Wherefore (my dear children) I wain ye all 
Take heed, take heed of my temptation, 

Foi commonly at the last ye have the fall. 

And also [be] brought to desperation 
O’ it IS a folly for many to strive, 

And think of me to get the upper hand, 


^ Tricks See “King Lear 
2 Company 
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Foi unless that God make them to thrn e, 

They cannot against me stick oi stand 

And though that God on high ha% e his dominion, 

And ruleth the world everywlieie, 

Yet by your leave I have a poition 
Of this same earth that standeth here 
The kingdom of God is above in heaven, 

And mine is, I tell }Ou, beneath m hell , 

But yet a gi eater place, if he had dealt even, 

He should have given me and mine to dwell 
For to my palace of every nation, 

Of what degree or birth soevei they be, 

Come lunning m with such festination,^ 

That othei whiles they amazed me 
O, all the Jews and all the Turks, 

Yea, and a gieat pait of Christendom, 

Wlien they have done my will and my work, 

In the end they fly hither all and some ^ 

Theie is no minute of the day, 

There is no minute of the mght. 

But tliat m my palace theie is alway 
Crowding together a marvellous sight , 

They come on thicker than swanns of bees, 

And make such a noise and ciying out, 

That many a one lieth on his knees, 

With thousands kept under and closed about 
Not so much as my parlours, halls, and eveiv 
chamber 

My porches, my galleries, and my couit 
My entries, my latchen, and my larder, 

But with all manner people be filled thiougliout ’ 
What shall I say more, I cannot tell, 

But of this (my children) I am certam, 

There comes more m one hour unto hell, 

Than unto heaven m a month or twain 
And yet for all this my nature is sucli, 


^ Haste Lai 


2 Every oae 
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That I am not pleased with tins company, 

But out of my kingdom I must walk much, 

That one or other I may take taidy 
Ho, ho, ho f I am never once afraid 
With these my claws you for bo touch, 

For I will not leave, till you be paid 
Such treasuie as is within my pouch 
The woild is my son, and I am his father, 

And also the flesh is a daughter of mine ^ 

It IS I alone that taught them to gather 
Both gold and silvei that is so fine , 

Wherefore I suppose that they love me well, 

And my commandments gladly obey, 

That at the last then unto hell 
They may come all the ready way 
But now (I know’’), since I came hithei, 

There is such a multitude at my gate, 

That I must again repair down thither 
After mine old mannei and rate 

[Here the Devil goeth ou% and cometh the Rich 
Ma7i^s Son alone 

THE SON 

How glad am I that my journey is ended, 

Which I was about this whole day ’ 

My horse to stand still I never suffered. 

Because I would come to the end of my "way 
But yet I am sorry that I cannot find 
My loving fathei at home at his place, 

That unto him I may break my mind, 

And let him know my miserable case 

[Here he confe&seth his 9iaughtinesSj uttering the 
same with a pitiful voice 
I have been wild, I have been wanton, 

I have ever followed my fancy and will 
I have been to my fether a froward son, 

And fiom day to day contmued still 
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I have always proudly disdained those 
That m my madness gave me good counsel 
I counted them most my moital foes, 

And stoutly against them did lebel 
The tlung that was good I gieatly hated, 

As one which lackecl both wit and reason , 

The thing that was evil I ever loved, 

Which now I see is my contusion 
I could not abide of the school to hear , 

Masteis and teacheis my heart abhoiied, 
Methought the book was not fit geai 
For my tender fingers to ha^ e handled , 

I counted it a pleasure to be daintily fed, 

And to be elothed in costly an ay 
I would most commonly slug in my bed, 

Until it were very far-foith day 
And (to be short) anon aftei this, 

Theie came such fancies in my brain, 

That to have a wnfe, whom I might kiss, 

I reckoned to be the greatest gam 
But yet, alas, I was quite deceived , 

The thing itself doth easily appeal , 

I would, alas, I had been buiied. 

When to my father I gave not ear ^ 

That which I had I have clean spent. 

And kept so much not with the same, 

That now I am fain a coat that is rent, 

Alas, to wear for very shame 
I have not a cross left in my puise 
To help myself now m my need, 

That well I am worthy of God's curse, 

And of my father to have small meed 

\Heire the Etch Man must he as %t were coming in 
But except mine eyes do me beguile, 

That man is my father, whom I do see 
And now that he comes, 'without craft or wile, 

To him I will bend on either knee 
Ah, father, father, my father most dear * 
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Father Ah ’ mine own child, inth thee what 
cheei *2 

Son All such sayings as in my mind 
At the first time } e studied to settle, 

Most true, alas, I do them find. 

As though they were wiitten in the Gospel 

Father Those words, my son, I have almost 
forgotten , 

Stand up, therefore, and kneel no longer. 

And wdiat it was I spake so often, 

At two or three words recite to thy fathei 
Son If that ye he, father, well remembered. 

As the same I believe ye camiot forget, 

You said that, so soon as I were married, 

Much pain and trouble thereby I should get 
Father Hast thou by proof, son, this thing 
tiled ^ 

Son Yea, alas, too much I have experienced 
My -wife I did wed all full of fienzy 
My seely poor shoulders hath now so bruised, 

That like to a cripple I move me weakly, 

Being full often with the staff thwacked 
She spareth no more my flesh and bone. 

Than if my body were made of stone * 

Her will, her mind, and her commandment 
From that day hither I have fulfilled. 

Which if I did not, I was bitterly shent, 

And with many strokes grievously pumshed 
That would God, the houi when I was married. 

In the midst of the church I might have sinked 
I think there is no man under the sun, 

That here on the earth beaieth life. 

Which would do such drudgery as I have done, 

At the unkind words of such a wife, 

For how I was used, and in what wise, 

A day to declare will not suffice 
If this be not true, as I have spoken, 

To my good neighbours I me report, 
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Wlio other whiles, when I was smitten, 

My wnfe to be gentle did then exlioit 
Foi glad I w^as to abide all labour, 

Wheieby the less might be my doloui ^ 

Wheiefoie, good father, I you humbly desiie 
To have pity of me and some compassion, 

Or else I am like to lie fast m the nine, 

Without any succoui or consolation 
For at this hour I have not a penny, 

Myself to help in this great misery 

Father For so much as by mj ad\ice and 
counsel 

In no manner wise thou wDuldest be luled 
Therefore to thee I cannot do well, 

But let thee still suffer as thou hast deseived, 

For that thou hast sufteied is yet nothing 
To that tribulation wdiich is behind coming 
Son Alas, fathei, what shall I do 1 
My wits of themselves cannot devise 
What thing I w’’ere best go unto, 

Wheieof an honest hving may aiise 
Wherefoie, gentle father, in tins distiess, 
Somewdiat assuage mine heavmess 

Father What should I do, I cannot tell, 

For now that thou hast taken a wufe, 

With me thy father thou mayest not dwell, 

But always with her spend thy life 
Thou mayest not again thy wife forsake, 

Which during life to thee thou didst take 
Son Alas, I am not able thus to endure, 
Though thejeunto I were never so willing , 

For my mfe is of such a crooked natuie, 

As no woman else in this day living, 

And if the very tiuth I shall confess, 

She IS to me an eMl that is endless 


^ Grief * ^ My endless dolour ” [Two GentUimn of Vet ona) 
— Halhwdl 
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Pathek If that thou thinkest thyself alone 
Only to lead this irksome life, 

Thou may’st learn what grief, soirow and moan, 
Socrates had with Xantippe Ins wife ^ , 

Her husband full oft she taunted and checked, 
And, as the book saith, unhoiiestly mocked 
Son I cannot tell what uas Sociates wife, 

But mine I do know, alas, too well , 

She IS one that is e'vermoie full of stiife, 

And of all scolders beaieth the bell 

AVhen she speaketh best, thoji biawleth her tongue , 

When she is still, she fighteth apace , 

She IS an old witch, though she be young 
No mirth with her, no joy or solace ^ 

Father I cannot, my son, thy state rediess , 
Me thy fathei thou didst refuse , 

Wherefoie now help thy own foolishness, 

And of thy wife no longer muse 

Son My wife went forth into the country 
With ceitaiii gossips to make good cheer, 

And had me at home still to be, 

That at hei return she imght find me there 
And if that she do take me from home,^ 

My bones, alas, she will make to ciackle, 

And me her husband, as a stark nionie,^ 

With knocking and mocking she ^\ill handle , 

And, theiefore, if I ma^ not heie remain, 

Yet, loving fathei, give me your lewaid, 

That I may with speed iide home again, 

That to my wife's words have some legaid. 
Father If that at the first thou wouldesfc have 
been ordered, 

And done as thy fathei counselled thee, 

So wi etched a life had never chanced, 


^ Compare Taming of the Shrew,’' i 2 -^Hixlhwll 
® [Catchi me gone from home ] 

® Fool — See “ Comedy of -Errors, in 1^' 
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Wliereof at tins present thou complainest to me , 
But yet come on, to my house we will he going, 
And there thou shalt see what I will give — 

A httle to help thy need living, 

Since that in such penury thou dost live , 

And that once done, thou must hence again, 

For I am not he that will thee letam 

\lle'ie the Rich Man and his Son go out, and in 
tometh the Pe) 07 ator ^ 

THC PERORATOU 

This Intel lude heie, good gentle audience, 

Which piesently before you we have played, 

Was set forth with such caie and diligence, 

As by us truly might well be shewed 
Short it IS, I deny not, and full of brevity, 

But if ye mark theieof the matter. 

Then choose ye cannot but see plainly, 

How pain and pleasure be knit togethei 
By this little play the father is taught 
Aftei w^'hat manner his child to use, 

Lest that through cockering- at length he be 
brought 

His father’s commandment to refuse , 

Here he may learn a witty ^ lesson 
Betimes to correct his son being tender, 

And not let him be lost and undone 
With wantonness, of mischief the mother , 

For as long as the twig is gentle and pliant 
(Every man knoweth this by expeiience). 

With small force and strength it may be bent. 
Putting theieto but little diligence , 

But after that it waxeth somewhat bigger, 

And to cast his branches largely begmneth. 


^ The person who spoke the Epilogue (Lat) 
® Indulgence 

® Clever— See “Taming of the Shrew 
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It IS scant the might of all thy powei , 

That one bough thereof easily bendeth 
This twig to a child may well be applied, 
Which, m his childhood and age oi infancy. 
With small correction may be amended, 
Embracing the school with heait and bod} , 
Who afterward, with oveimuch libeit}, 

And ranging abioad with the bridle of will,, 
Despiseth all viitue, learning, and honesty, 

And also Ins father’s mind to fulfil 
Wliereby at the length it so falleth out 
That this the young stripling, aftei that day 
Euns mto confusion without any doubt, 

And like for eveimore quite to decay 
Wherefore take heed, all ye that be parents, 
And follow a part after my counsel , 

Instruct your clnldien and make them students, 
That unto all goodness they do not rebel , 
Eemembei what imteth Solomon the wise 
Qu% pat at mi gce^ ocht fihum 
Therefore for as much as ^ e can devise, 

Spare not the lod, but follow vusdoiii 
Furthei, ye young men and cliildien also, 

Listen to me and hearken a while, 

What in few woids for you I will show 
Without any flattery, fraud, or guile 
This rich man’s son whom we did set foith 
Here evidently before oui ey es. 

Was (as it chanced) nothing w orth 
Given to all nouglitiness, vice, and lies 
The cause wdieieof was this for a truth 
His time full idly he did spend. 

And would not study m his youth, 

Which might have brought Inm to a good end , 
His father’s commandment he would not obey, 
But wantonly followed his fantasy, 

For nothing that he could do or say 
Would brmg tins child to honesty 
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And at the last (as here ye might see) 

Upon a ’Wile he fixed his mind, 

Thinking the same to he ielicity, 

When indeed miseiy came behind , 

For hy this wife he caiefiilly ^ luecl. 

Who under Ins father did \\ ant nothing, 

And in such sort was hereby tonnenteil, 

That evei anon he went lamenting 

His father did will him hghtness ^ to lea\c. 

And only to give himself imto study, 

But }et unto virtue he would not clea-ve, 
Which IS commodious for soul and body 
You heal’d that by sentences ancient and old, 
He stirred his sun as he best thought , 

But he, as an imthiift stout and bold 
His wholesome counsel did set at nought , 
And smce that he despised Ins father, 

God unto Inm did suddenly then send 
Such poverty with a wife and grief together, 
That shame and sorrow was his end* 
Wherefoie to conclude, I warn you all 
By your loving parents ali-vays be ruled, 

Or else be weU assured of such a fall, 

As unto tins young man worthily chanced 
Worship God daily, winch is the clnef thing, 
And his holy laws do not offend 
Look that ye truly serve the king, 

And all your faults be glad to amend 
Moreovei, be true of hand and tongue, 

And leain to do all things that be honest. 
For no time so fit, as whtm ye be young, 
Because that age only is the aptest 
I have no more to speak at this season, 

For very good will these tlnngs I did say, 


^ With care or sorrow 

^ Levity — Cf “ Taming of Shrew,” iv 2 — Halhwell 
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Because I do see that -vntue is geasou^ 

With most men and childien at this day 

[Here the rest of the Flayers come %n^ 

'kneel down all together ^ each of them 
saying one of these vei ses 
And last of all to make an end, 

O God, to thee we most humbly pi ay 
That to Queen Ehzahetli thou do send 
Thy hvely path and peifect way f 
Grant hei in health to reign 
With us many years most piosperously. 

And after this hfe for to attain 
The eternal hhss, joy, and felicity f 
Our bishops, pastors, and ministers also, 

The true understanding of thy woid, 

Both night and day, now mercifully show, 

That their hfe and preaching may godly accord 
The lords of the council and the nobihty, 

Most heavenly father, we thee desire 
With grace, wisdom, and godly pohey 
Their heaits and minds always inspire. 

And that we thy people, duly considering 
The powei of our queen and great auctoiity. 

May please thee and serve her without feigning, 
Living m peace, rest, and tranquilhty 

God Save the Queen 

A SONG 

Why doth the imld stitdy vain gloiy to attauiy 
The prosperity ivJm eof is shoi t and ti ansitory^ 

Whose mighty poim d(^h fodl doivn agamy 
Like earthen potSy that hieaketh suddenly? 

Believe rather loords that he %m%Uen in ice. 

Than the wr etched ivorld with his siiUletyy 


^ Scaice 
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Dereitjii! in rjifts men only to enine^ 

JJeUitute of all sine eiedenre and jidelii i/ 

Owe a edit nme to mm of tj ne judejmeuts 
Them to the woiklly 7enoun and joys, 
llephnahtd with <l?eam^ and vcun intcnh^ 
Ahonndinij in v id ed and nonqhUj toy<i 
Whae %b imo Salomon, in wisdom so ctcdknf ? 
iriieic IS now Sani^on, in battle ^o sit one/ 1 
Whe^e IS now Ahsolom, w hmity n^pUnclent t 
Wheie IS noin (food Jonathan, hd &o lony ? 

Wheie IS 7iow Cevsa/, in vnUoy bmmfdimf/'^ 
Wheie IS non Divt'^, in dishes so dainty ^ 

Whe7e n iiov^ TuUy, in doqvtnte exceeding ? 
While ?9 noio AiisioHe, h coned deeply ? 

What anpeiois, lings, and dales m toms jnist. 
What ecols and loich, and eapfeuns of- uw, 
What popes and bishops, all at the last 
In the tioiulhng oj an a/e ai e fied so far ? 

IIoio short a feast i$ this n oddly joying t 
Even as a shadow it passetk aimi, 

Bepi ivmg a man of gifts eim lasting, 

Leading to cUohiess and not to day t 
0 meat of xvoi ms, 0 heap of dmt, 

0 like to dav, climb not too hu/h t 
To live to-momoto thou (unst not toot, 

Theiefoie now hetime help the needy 

The fleshly beauty, wheieat ihmi do^t wondei, 

III holy iS(^i2>tu7€ is hlened to kai/, 

And as a leaf %n a stoimy weathei, 
fdo IS mads hfe Uowen clean away 
Call nothing thine that may he hit 
The 1V07 Id doth give and Udk>e again, 

But set thy mind on the Holy Ghosts 
Despise the woild that is so vain f 
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[The title of tlie old copy is A new and Pleasaunt 
enterlude intituled tlie manage of Witte and Science 
Imprinted at London in Flete Streete, neare vnto sainct 
Dunstones cliurche by Thomas Marshe 4% black lettei 

There is no date, but the size is a small 4to, and it 
probably appeared in 1570, having been licensed in 
1569-70 to Maish Some furthei particulars of the 
play, now first reprinted from the only known copy in 
the Malone collection at Oxford, may be found in Haz 
litt^s “ Hand*book,” 1867, p 465 , Oolliei’s E\tr from 
the Stat Reg,” i 204, and Collier’s ^^Hist Engl 
Dram Poetry,” u 311-7, where theie is a somewhat 
long review of the piece, with extiacts Mr Collier, 
who bestows considerable praise on this interlude, ob- 
serves — The moral play of ‘ The Marriage of Wit 
and Science’ contains a rcmaikable external feature 
not belonging to any othei piece of this class that I 
remember to have met with it is regularly diuded 
into five acts, and each of the scenes is also maiked ” 
The anonymous author appears to have borrowed to 
some extent from the older performance by John 
Bedford, printed from a MS by the Shakespeare Society 
in 1848 , but the two productions must, nevertheless, 
be regarded as distinct and independent ] 
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ISATURE 

Science 

Shame 

Wit 

Reason 

Idleness 

Will 

Experience 

Ignorance 

Study 

Recreation 

Tfdiousness 

Diligence, with three other wo^nen sinigei ^ 

Instruction 




THE 


MARRIAGE OF WIT AND SCIENCE 


[ACT I] 

NATURE, WIT, and WILL 

Grand lady, mother of every mortal thing 
Nurse of the world, conservative of kind 
Cause of increase, of life and soul the spring , 
At whose instinct the nohle heaven doth wind, 
To whose award all creatures are assigned, 

I come m place to treat with this my son, 

For his avail how he the path may find, 
Whereby his race in honour he may run 
Come, tender child, unnpe and green for age, 
In whom the parent sets her chief delight, 

Wit is thy name, but far from wisdom sage. 

Till tract of time shall work and frame aright, 
This peerless brain, not yet m perfect phght 
But when it shall be wrought, metlnnks I see, 
As in a glass beforehand with my sight, 

A certain perfect piece of work in thee. 

And now so far as I [can] guess by signs, 

Some great attempt is fixed in thy breast 
Speak on, my son, wheieto thy heart inclines, 
And let me deal to set thy heart at rest 
He salves the sore, that Imows the patient best 
As I do thee, my son, my chiefest care, 

In whom my special praise and joy doth rest , 
To me therefore these thoughts of thine declare 



326 


IHE MARRIAGE OF 


wir 

Nature, my so\ ereign queen and pai ent pas&mg dear, 
Whose force I am enforced to know and ’kno^v ledge 
everywhere, 

This care of mine, though it be hied vithm my 
breast. 

Yet it is not so ripe as jet to breed me great 
unrest, 

So run I to and lio witli hap luck as I find, 

Now fast, now loose now hot, now cold inconstant 
as the wind, 

I feel myself m love, yet not inflamed so, 

But causes move me now and then to let such 
fancies go, 

Which causes prevailing sets each thing else m doubt 
Much like the nail, that last came in, and drives 
the former out 

Wherefore my smt is this that it would please 
your grace 

To settle this unsettled head in some assured place 
To lead me through the thick, to guide me all the way, 
To point me where I may achieve my most desiied 
pray, 

For now again of late I landle in desiio, 

And pleasure pricketh fortli my youth to feel a 
greater fire, 

What though I be too young to show her sport in 
bed, 

Yet are there many in this land that at my years 
do wed. 

And though I wed not yet, yet am I old enou' 

To serve my lady to my power, and to begin to 
woo 

NATURE 

What is that lady, son, which thus thy heart doth 
move^ 
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WIT 

A lady, whom it might beseem high Jove himseli 
to love 


NATURE 

AVho taught thee her to love, or hast thou seen her 
face 


WIT 

Nor this nor that, but I heard men talk of her 
apace 

NATURE 


What IS her name ? 


WIT 

Eeason is her sire, Experience her dame, 

The lady now is in her flower, and Science is her 
name 

Lo, where she dwells , lo, where my heart is all 
possest , 

Lo, where my body would abide , lo, where my 
soul doth rest 

Her have I borne good-will these many years tofore, 

But now she lodgeth in my thought a hundred 
parts the more, 

And since I do persuade myself that this is she, 

Which ought above all earthly wights to be most 
deal to me , 

And since I wot not how to compass my desiie, 

And since for shame I cannot now’’ nor mind not to 
retire, 

Help on, I you beseech, and bring this thing about 

Without your hurt to my great ease, and set all 
out of doubt 
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NATURE 

Thou askest moie than is m mo to give, 

More than thy cause, more than thy state, will beai, 
They are t^ o things to able thee to live, 

And to live so, that none should be thy peer, 

The first from me proceedeth e\eiy where , 

But this by toil and practice of the mind, 

Is set full far, God wot, and bought lull deal, 

By those that seek the Iruit theieof to find, 

To match thee then with Science m degree, 

To knit that knot that few may reach unto, 

I tell thee plain, it lieth not in me 
Why should I challenge that I cannot do ** 

But thou must take another 'way to 'woo, 

And beat thy brain, and bend thy curious liead, 
Both ride and run, and travel to and fio, 

If thou intend that famous dame to wed 

WIT 

You name youiself the lady of this wmrld 
NATURE 

It IS true 


WIT 

And can there be within this Tvorld a thing too 
hard for you ? 


NATURE 

My power it is not absolute in jurisdiction, 
For I cognise another lord above, 

That hath received unto his disposition 
The soul of man, -which he of special love 
To gifts of grace and learning eke doth move 
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A work so far beyond my reacli and call, 

That into part of praise with him myself to show 
Might soon procure my well-deserved fall 
He makes the frame, and [I] receive it so, 

No jot therein altered for my head , 

And as I it receive, I let it go. 

Causing therein such sparkles to he bred. 

As he commits to me, by whom I must be led 
Who guides me fiist, and m me guides the rest, 
All which in their due course and kind are spread 
Of gifts from me such as may serve them best, 

To thee, son Wit, he will’d me to mspire. 

The love of knowledge and certain seeds divine, 
Which ground might be a mean to bring thee here. 
If thereunto thyself thou wilt incline 
The massy gold the cunnmg hand makes fine 
Good grounds aie till’d, as well as are the worst, 
The rankest fiower will ask a spimging time , 

So is man’s m.t unperfit at the first 

WIl 

If cunning be the key and well of wordly ^ bliss 
Me-thmketh God might at the first as well endue 
all with this 


NATURE 

As cunning is the key of hhss, so it is woi*thy piaise 
The worthiest things are won with pain in tiact of 
time always 


WIT 

And yet right worthy things there are, you wiW 
confess, I trow, 


^ Worldly 



330 


THE MARRIAGE OF 


Winch notwithstanding at our hath God doth on 
ub bestow 


NATURE 

There aie ^ but such as unto you, that have the gieat 
to name, 

I rather that bestow, than thereby immortal 
fame 


WIT 

Fain would I learn what harm or detiiment ensued. 
If any man were at his birth vnth. these good gifts 
endued 


NATURF 

There should be nothing left, wherein men might 
excel. 

No blame for sm, no praise to them that had 
designed well 

Virtue should lose her price, and learning would 
abound , 

And as man would admire the thing, that each- 
where might be found 

The great [e] state, that have of me and foitune 
what they will. 

Should have no need to look to those, vhose heads 
are fraught with skill 

The meaner sort, that now^excelb m \iitues oi the 
mind, 

Should not be once accepted there, wheie now they 
succour find 

For great men should be sped of all, and would 
have need of none, 

And he that were not born to land should lack to 
live upon 

These and five thousand causes mo, which I foibear 
to tell, 
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The noble virtue of the mind have caused there to 
dwell, 

Where none may have access, but such as can get in 
Through many double doors through heat, through 
cold, through thick and thin 

WIT 

Suppose I would address myself to seek her out. 
And to refuse no pain that lieth thereabout , 
Should I he sure to speed ^ 

NATURE 

Trust me, and have no doubt, 
Thou canst not choose but speed with travail and 
with time 

These two are they that must direct thee how to 
climb 


WIT 

With travail and with time must they needs lom 
in one ^ 


NATURE 

Nor that noi this can do thee good, if they he took 
alone 


WIT 

Time worketh all with ease, and gives the greatest 
dint 

111 him soft water drops can hollow hardest flint 
Again with labour by itself great matters com- 
pass’d be, 

Even at a gird, in veiy httle time or none we see 
Wherefore in my conceit good reason it is. 

Either this without that to look, or that without 
this 
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NATURE 

Set case thou didst attempt to climb Parnassus 
hill 

Take time five hundred thousand years and longer, 
if thou will, 

Tiowest thou to touch the top theieot by standing 
still 

Again woik out thy heait, and spend thyself with 
toil 

Take time withal, or else I dare assure thee of the 
foil 

WIT 

Madam, I trust I have your licence and your leave, 

With your good-will and so much help as you to 
me can give , 

With further aid also, when you shall spy your 
time, 

To make a proof to give attempt tins famous hill 
to climb , 

And now I here request your blessing and your 
prayei , 

For sure, before I sleep, I will to yonder foit 
repair 

NATURE 

I bless thee here with all such gifts as nature can 
bestow, 

And for thy sake I would they were as many 
hundred mo 

Take there withal this chdd, to wait upon thee still 

A bird of mine, some km to thee his name is Will 

WIT 

Welcome to me, my W*!!!, what service canst thou 
do? 
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WILL 

All tkings forsooth, sir, when me list, and more 
too 

WIT 

Ball whether^ wilt thou list, when I shall list, I 
trow'^ 

WILL 

Trust not to that , peradventure yea, peradventure 
no 

WIT 

Wiien I have need of thee, thou wilt not serve me 
so 

WILL 

If je bid me run, perhaps I will go 

WIT 

Cock’s soul, this IS a boy for the nonce amongst 
twenty mo ’ 

WILL 

I am plain, I tell you, at a woid and a blow 

WIT 

Tkeii must I prick you, child, if you be drown’d m 
sloth 


NATURE 

Agree, you twain, for I must leave you both , 
Farewell, my son farewell, mine own good WiU, 
Be ruled by Wit, and be obedient still, 


^ Old copy, when 
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Force thee I cannot, but as far as lies in me, 

I will help thy mastei to make a good servant of 
thee 

Faiewell — [Etioii 

WIT 

Adieu, lady mothei, with thanks foi all } our pam , 
And now let me bethink myselt again and eke again, 
To match with Science is the tiling that I have took 
in hand 

A matter of more weight, I see, than I did undei 
stand 

Will must be von to this, oi else it will be hard , 
Will must go break the matter first, oi else my 
game ^ is marr’d, 

Sii boy, are > on content to take such part for me, 
As God shall send, and help it forth as much as 
lies m thee *2 


WILL 

Yea, master, by his wounds, oi else cut off his head 
WIT 

Come then, and let us tvo devise what trace were 
best to tread , 

Nature is on my side, and Will my boy is fast 
Theie is no doubt I shall obtain my joys at last 

[Exeunt 


ACT II, SC^NA 1 

WIT and WILL 
WIT 

What, Will, I say, Will hoy, come again, foolish elf ' 


^ Old copj , gam 
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WILL 

I cry you mercy, sir, you are a tall man yourself 


WIT 

Such, a crackbram as thou art, I never saw the like 
to it 

WILL 

Truth, in respect of you, that are nothing else but 
Witi 

WIT 

Caiist thou tell me thy errand, because thou art 
gone so soon ^ 

WILL 


I can lemember a long tale of a man in the moon, 
With such a ciicumstance and such fiim-flam'^ 

I will tell, at a woid, whose servant I am 
Wlierefore I come, and what I have to say, 

And call for her answer, before I come away 
What, should I make a broad tree of every little 
shrub, 

And keep her a great while with a tale of a tub 


WIT 

Yet thou must commend me to be iich, lusty, 
pleasant, and wise 


WILL 

I cannot commend you, but I must make twenty 
hes 

Eich, quoth you ** that appeareth by the port that 
you keep 

Even as rich as a new-shorn sheep ^ 
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Of pleasant conceits, ten bushels to the peck, 
Lusty like a lierrmg, -with a bell about his neck, 
Wise as a woodcock as brag as a bodylouse, 

A man of your hands, to match with a mouse ^ 
How say you, are not these proper qualities to 
praise you with ? 


WIT 

Leave these mad toys of thine, and come to the pith 
One part of the errand should have been 
To give her this picture ot mine to be seen, 

And to request her the same to accept, 

Safely until my coming to be kept. 

Which I suspend till thy return, and then. 

If it like her ladyship to appoint me where and 
when, 

I will wait upon her gladly out of hand 
WILL 

Sir, let me alone youi mind I understand 
I will handle the matter, so that you shall owe me 
thanks, 

But what, if she find fault with these spindle-shanks, 
Or else with these black spots on your nose ^ 

WIT 

In faith, sir boy, this talk deserveth blows. 

WILL 

You will not misuse your best seivant, I suppose « 
For, by his nails and by his fingeis too, 

I will mai your marriage, if you do so ^ 


1 Old copy, cluter (for clatter^ which the compositor's eye 
must have caught from the next line So is agieeable to 
the metre and the sense 
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WIT 

I pray thee go thy ways, and leave this clatter 

WILL 

First shall I be so bold to bieak to you a matter 
WIT 

Tush, thou art disposed to spend words in -waste, 
And yet thou knowest this business asketh haste 

WILL 

But even two words, and then I am gone 
WIT 

If it be worth the hearing, say on 
AVILL 

I would not have you think that I, for my part, 
From my piomise oi from yoiii service will depart, 
But yet noAv and then it goeth to my heait, 

When I think how this maniage may be to my 
smart 

WIl 


Why so? 


WILL 

I would tell you the cause, if I durst foi shame 
WIT 

Speak hardily what thou wilt without any blame 
VOL II Y 
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WILL 

1 am not disposed as }et to l)c taiiK^ 

And theiefoie I am lotli to be mulei a damo, 

Now you aie a bacholoi, a man may soon win you, 
Me-tliinks theie is some good ielloA^slnp m you, 
We may laugh and be nieiiy at boaid md at bed, 
You aie not so testy as those tliat ]>e ^veJ 
Mild m beha\ioui aii<l loth to tail out, 

You may luii, jou nia} iide and une round about, 
With wealth at your %vili and all thing at ease, 
Free, trank and lusty easy to 2)leaso 
But when you be clogged and tied b) the to( , 

So fast that you shall not have j)owh to let go, 
You will tell me another lesson soon altei, 

And cry peccavi too, except y’’our luck be the bettei 
Then farewell good fellowship f then come at a call ' 
Then wait at an inch, you idle kna'v es all 
Then sparing and pinching, and nothing of gift 
No talk with our master, but all for Ins thriit ' 
Solemn and sour, and angry^’ as a v asp, 

All things must be kept undei lock and hasp , 

All ^ that which will nuke me to tare lull ill 
All your care shall be to hamper poor Will 

wir 

I warrant thee, for that take thou no thought, 
Thou shalt be made of, whosoever be set at nought 
As dear to me, as mine own dear biothei, 
Whosoever be one, thou shalt be another 

WILL 

Yea, but your wife will play the shiew , perde, it 
IS she that I feai 


^ Old copy, at that 
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WIT 

The message mil cause her some favour to beai , 
Foi my sake and thy sake, and foi liei own likewise^ 
If thou use thyself discreet!} m tins enteipiise 

’W’lLL 

She hath a father, a testy, soui old man 
T doubt lest he and I shall fall out now and then 

WIT 

Give him fair words, forbear him for his age , 
Thou must consider him to be ancient and sage 
Shew thyself officious and serviceable still. 

And then shall Eeasoii make veiy much of Will 

WILL 

If your mfe be ever complaining, how then 
WIT 

My wife will have nothing to do with my men 
WILL 

If she do, believe her not m any wise 
And when you once ]ierceive her stonuirii to ai i',i\ 
Then cut her shoit at the first, and you shall see 
A marvellous virtue in that medicine to be 
Give her not the biidle for a yeai oi tvtiin, 

And you shill see her biidle it without a lein, 
Bieak hei betimes, and bung her under by foice, 
Or else the giey mare will be the bettei hoi sc 

WIT 

If thou have done, begone, and spend no time in 
vain 
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WILL 

Where shall I find you, when I come again 1 
WIT 

At home 4 

WILL 

Good, enough, take yoiu ease let me alone 'with 
this [Exit Wit 

Surely a treasure of all ti ensures it is 
To sei\e such a mastei, as I hope him to be, 

And to have such a servant as he hath of me , 

For I am qmck, nimble, piopei and nice , 

He is full good, gentle, sobei and wise 
He IS full loth to chide oi to check, 

And I am as -willing to seive at a beck, 

He orders me well, and speaks me so fair, 

That for his sake no travail I must spaie 
But now am I come to the gate ot this lady, 

I will pause a while to frame mine eriant finely 
And lo, -wheie she cometh, yet vill I not come 
nigh her , 

But among these fellows will I stand to e;ye her 


ACT II, SC^NA 2 

REASON, EXPERIENCE, SCIENCE, and WILL 
SCIENCE 

My parents, ye Imow, how many fall and lapse, ^ 
That do ascribe to me the cause of then mishaps ^ 
How many seek, that come too shoit of their 
desire 

How many do attempt, that daily do letiie 


^ Old cop}, m laps 
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How many rove about the mark on every side 
How many think to hit, when they aie much too 
wide 

How many run too far, how many light too low 
How few to good effect their travail do bestow * 
And how all these impute their losses unto me 
Should I have joy to think ot marriage now, tiow 
ye'i 

What saith ^ the world ^ my love alone, say they, 

Is bought so dear, that life and goods foi it must 
pay 

Strong youth must spend itself, and yet, when all 
IS done, 

We hear of few oi none, that have this lady won 
On me they make outcries, and chaige me with the 
blood 

Of those, that foi my sake adventure life and 
good 

This grief doth wound my heait so, that suitors 
more as yet 

I see no cause nor reason why I should admit 
REASON 

Ah, daughter, say not so , there is great cause and 
skill. 

For which you should mislike to live uninairied 
thus alone, 

What comfort can you have renuinmg thus un- 
known ^ 

How shall the commonwealth by you advanced he, 
If you abide inclosed here, whoie no man may you 
see? 

It lb not for your state yourself to take the pam 
All strangers shall resort to you to entertain 


^ Old copy, doth 
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To suffer free access of all that come and go 

To be at each man's call to tiavci to and fio 

What then, since God hath plac’d such treasure in 
your breast, 

Wherewith so man} thousand think b} you to be 
refresh’d, 

Needs must }ou have some one of lugh and secret 
trust, 

By whom these things may be well-order’d and 
discuss’d 

To him you must disclose the depth of all your 
thought , 

By him, as time shall serve, all matters must he 
wrought 

To him alone }ou must content youiself to be at 
call , 

Ye must be his, he must be yours, he must be all 
in all 


EXPERIENCE 

My lord, your father tells you truth, perd6, 
And that m time yourself shall find and try 


SCIENCE 

I could allege more than as yet I have said, 

But I must yield, and }ou must be obey’d 
Fall out, as it will there is no help, I see , 

Some one or other in time must marry me 

WILL 

In time ? nay, out of hand, madam, if it please you , 
In faith, I know a younker that will ease you, 

A hvely young gentleman, as fresh as any flower, 
That will not stick to marry you within this hour 
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Such haste might haply turn to waste to some , 
But I pray thee, my pretty boy, whence ait tlioii 
come ? 

WILL 

If it please your good ladyship to accept me > 

I have a solemn message to tell, ere I go , 

Not anytliing in secret your honour to stain, 

But in the presence and heaimg of you twain 

REASON 

Speak 


WILL 

The lady of tins world, which lady Nature liight, 

Hath one a peeiless son, m whom she taketh 
delight, 

On lum she chaigeth men to be attendant still. 

Both kiii^ to hei his name is Wit, my name 
Will 

The noble child doth feel the force of CupicUs At me, 

And seeketh - now lor ease, by counsel of his dame 

His mother taught him first to love, while he vas 
young 

Which love with age mcieasetli soie, and wax<th 
wondious strong, 

For very fame displays your bounty more and 
more, 

And at this pinch he biuneth so as iievei heretf>- 
fore 

Not fantasies forsooth,^ not vain and idle toys <d 
love , 


^ Old copy, hind 
3 Old copy, foyce 


2 Old copy, smcUth 
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Not hope of that which commonly doth othei 
suitois move , 

But fixed fast good-will that nevei shall relent, 

And virtue’s force, that shines m } ou, had him give 
this attempt 

He hath no need of wealth, he wmoes not for your 
good , 

His kindred is such he need not to seek to match 
with noble blood, 

Such stole of ti lends that, wheie he list, he may 
command. 

And none so hardy to presume his pleasure to 
withstand 

Yourself it is, [madam,] your virtue and 3^ our grace. 

Your noble gifts, your endless piaise in eveiy place 

You alone, I say, the mark that he would hit, 

The hoped joy, the dearest prey, that can befal to 
Wit 


EXPERIENCE 

I have not heard a message more trimly done 
SCIENCE 

Nor I , what age art thou of, my good son 1 
WILL 

Between eleven and twelve, madam, more or less 


REASON 

He hath been instructed this errand, as I guess 
SCIENCE 

How old is the gentleman thy master, canst thou 
tell? 
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WILL 

Seventeen or thereabout, I wot not veiy well 
SCIENCE 

What stature, of what making, what kind of port 
bears he *2 

WILL 

Such as your ladyship cannot mislike, trust me 
Well-giowii, well-made, a stripling clean and tall 
Well-lavouied, somewhat black, and manly theie- 
withal , 

And that you may conceive his personage the 
better, 

Lo, here of him the very shape and lively picture f 
This hath he sent to you to view and to behold 
I dare advouch no joint therein, no jot, to he con- 
troird 

SCIENCE 

In good faith, I thank thy master with my heart , 
I perceive that nature in him hath done her part 

WILL 

Farthei, if it please your honour to kiioA7 
My master would be glad to run, ride, oi go, 

At your commandment to any place tai oi near, 
To have but a sight of your ladyship theie 
I beseech you appoint hmi the place and the lioui, 
You shall see, how readily to you he will scour 

REASON 


Do so 


EXPERIENCE 

Yea, in any wise, daughter, for, hear you me. 
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He seemeth a right worthy and tom young man 
to be 


SCIENCE. 

Commend me then to Wit, and let him understand, 

That I accept with all my heart this present at his 
hand, 

And that I would be glad, when he doth see his 
time. 

To hear and see him face to face within this house 
of mine 

Then may he break his mind, and talk with me his 
fill, 

Till then, adieu, both he and thou, mine own sweet 
little Will 

[Exeunt Science, Reason, Experience 


ACT II , SC^NA 3 

WILL 

Ah flattering quean, how neatly she can talk, 

How mimonly she tops, how sadly she can walk ’ 
Well, wanton, yet beware that ye be sound and 
sure, 

Fair words are wont olttimes fair women to allure, 
Now must I get me home, and make report of 
this 

To him, that thinks it long till my return, i-wis 

[Exit 


ACT III, SC JENA 1 

WIT and WILL 
WIT 

Say'st thou me so, boy % will she have me indeed ^ 
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WILL 


Be of good cheer, sir , I warrant you to speed 


WIT 


Did both her parents speak well to her of me *2 


WILL 

As heart can think , go on, and you shall see 
WIT 

How took she the picture ? How liketh she my 
person ? 

WILL 

She never had done toting^ and looking thereon 
WIT 

And when must I come to talk with her my fill 
WILL 

Whensoever you please, and as oft as you will 


WIT 

0 my sweet boy, how shall I recompense 
Thy faitliful heart and painful diligence ? 

My hope, my stay, my wealth, the key of all my 

Joy» 

WILL 

1 pray you, sir, call me your man, and not your 

boy 


^ Peeping 
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WIT 

Thou shalt be what thou wilt, all in all 
WILL 

Promise me faithfully that, if your wife brawl, 

Or set her father to check me out of measure, 
You will not see me abused to their pleasuie 

WIT 

Give me thy hand, take here my faith and tioth, 
I will maintain thee, howsoever the world goeth 


ACT III, SC-^NA 2 

The house of SCIENCE WILL, WIT , also REASON 
and SCIENCE behind 

WIT 

What shall we do *2 Shall we stand Imgenng 
heie? 

WILL 

If you be a man, press in and go near 
WIT 

What, if there be some other suitor there ? 

WILL 

And if there be, yet need you not to fear , 

Until I bring his head to you upon a spear* 

I will not look you in the face, nor in your sight 
appear 
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REASON 

Nay, Wit, adnse yourself, and pause a while, 

Oi else this haste of yours will you beguile 

SCIENCE 

No haste hut good, take time and leain to fight, 
Leain to assault, learn to defend a light 
Your match ^ is monstrous to behold and full of 
might, 

Whom you must vanquish, not by force, hut by 
sleight 

WIT 

Madam, stand to your promise, if I win, I am 
sped, 

Am I not 2 

SCIENCE 
Yea, truly 

WILL 

Good enough, if we fight not, I would we were 
dead, 

No man shall stay us, that heais a head 
EXPERIENCE 

Young man, a word or twain, and then adieu 
Your yeais are few, your piactice gieen and new, 
Mark what I say, and ye shall find it tme 
You are the fiist that shall this rashness rue 
Be ruled heie oui counsel do thereafter 
Lay good ground, your woik shall be the faster 
This headlong haste may soonei miss than hit , 
Take heed both of witless ^ Will and wilful Wit 


^ Rival 


2 Old copj, wits 
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We have withm a gentleman, oui retainei and our 
Inend, 

With seiTants twain, that do on him attend — 
Instruction, Study, Diligence these three 
At your commandment in this attempt shall be 
Hear them instead of us, and as they shall devise, 
So hardily cast your^ cards in this enteipiise 
I will send them to you, and leave you foi now 


WIT 

The more company the merrier , boy, what say’st 
thou *2 

WILL 

It IS a good fault to have moie than enou^ 

I care not, so as we may put the knaves down, 

I would we were at it, I pass not how soon 

WIT 

If it shall please you to send those three hithei, 
We will follow your counsel, and go together 


WILL 


I warrant her a shrew, whosoever be another, 

God make the daughter good, I like not the 
mother [Aside 

WIT 2 


Yet would not I for no good to have forgone her 

[Aside 


WILL 


Marry, sir, indeed she talks and takes on her. 
Like a dame, nay, hke a duchess or a queen, 
With such a solemnity as I have not seen 


^ Old cop^, our 


2 Old cop} , Reason 



WIT AND SCIENCE 


851 


RE4.S0N 

She IS a queen, I tell thee, in her degiee 
WILL 

Let her be what she list, with a ^ engeance, foi me > 
I will keep me out of her leach, if I can \A%Kle 

REASON 

If this marriage go foiwaid, thou must be her man 
WILL 

Marriage or marriage not, beshrew me then, 

I have but one master, and I will serve no mo, 
And if he anger me, I will forsake him too 

REASON 

She shall not huit thee, unless her cause be juster 


WILL 


By the faith of my body, sir, I intend not to tiiist 
her 


Why« 


REASON 

WILL 


Take ^ me this woman, that talks so roundly, 

That be so wise, that reason so soundly 
That look so narrow, that speak so shiill 
Their words aie not so cursed, but their deeds are 
ill 

REASON 

It IS but thy fancy, I see no such thing in hei 


^ ? e , Take away from me 
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WILL 

Perhaps you had never occasion to try her *2 
REASON 

That were great marvel in so many years 
WILL 

She hath won the mastery of you, it appears 
WIT 

AVell, quiet yourself , thou shalt take no wrong, 
Methiiik our three companions tarry \eiy long 


ACT III, SO JENA 3 

INSTRUCTION, STUDY, DILIGENCE, REASON, WUT, 
WILL 

INSTRUCTION 

Sir, we are come to know your pleasure 
REASON 

You are come in good time, Insti notion, our trea- 
sure, 

This gentleman ciaveth your acquaintance and aid 
What you may do for him, let Inm not be deiiayM 

WIT 

Welcome, good fellows, will ye dwell with me ^ 
DILIGENCE 

If all parties be pleased, content are we 
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WIT 

AVelcome, Instruction, with all my heait 

WILL 

What, three new seivants ' then, farewell, my part 

[Aside 

INSTRUCTION 

I heartily thank you, and look what I can do , 
shall be always leady to pleasure you 

REASON 

Consider and talk together with these, 

And you shall find in youi travail gieat ease 
Take here of me, befoie I take my leave, 

This glass of crystal clear, winch I you give, 
Accept it, and reserve it foi my sake most sure, 
Much good to you m time it may piocure 
Behold yourselt therein, and view and pry 
Mark what defects it will discover and descry, 
And so with judgment ripe and cuiious eye, 

What is aimss endeavour to sujrply, 

Faiewell — 

WIT 

Faiewell to you, light honourable sir 
And commend me to my love, my heart’s desiie, 
Let her think on me, when she sees me not, and 
wish me well 

WULL 

Farewell, master Eeason, tlnnk upon us, when you 
see us not, 

And in any wise let not Will be forgot 


VOL II 


1 Old cop>, Jt 


Z 
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WIT 


Since I must take advice and counsel of you three, 
I must intreat you all to dwell in house with me, 
And look what order you shall presciibe as needful, 
To keep the same you shall find me as heedtul 
Come 

INSTRUCTION 


[I] come 


WIT 


[I]go 


[Ej'eunf 


ACT IV, SC JEN A 1 

WIT, WILL, INSTRUCTION, STUDY, DILIGENCE 
WILL 

Tush, tush, Instruction, youi talk is of no foice 
You tell us a tale of a loasted hoise, 

Which, by his wounds, except we set to it. 

As last as we make, these ^ lellow s w ill undo it, 
Then talk is nothing but soft, and fan, and taii> , 
If you follow then counsel, you shall nevei many 


INSTRUCTION 


To follow our counsel your charge and promise 
was 


WIT 


I would I had never known you, by the mass 
Must I look so long, and spend my life with toil ^ 
Nay, sure, I will either win it, or take the foil 


1 Old copy, this 
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STUDY 

The suier is youi ground, the better you shall 
beai it 

WILL 

Ground us no ground , let him win it, and weai it 
INSTRUCTION 

Good sii, be ruled, and leave this peevish elf 


WIT. 

I had even as lief ye bad me hang myself, 

Leave him 1 no, no, I would you all knew, 

You be but loiterers to him, my Will tells me tine 
I could be content with a week, yea a month or 
twain, 

But three or four years * marry, that were a pain 
So long to keep me, and he like a hog 

WILL 

A life, with all my heart, I would not wish a dog 


WIT 


Will a week serve ** 


A month 1 


STUDY 

No 

WIT 

STUDY 

Neither 
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No^ 

Not SO 


WIT 

STUDY 


INSTRUCTION 
No, nor so many mo 


WIT 

Then, fare\AGll all, foi, as I hope to thiive, 

I will prove him, ere I sleep, it I be ali\e. 

And it ye be mine, and good fellows all thiee, 

Go thithei out ot hand, and take youi chance with 
me 

INSTRUCTION 

Foi my part, I know I can do you no good 

WILL 

You aie a proper man of youi hands, by the lood ^ 
Yet well faie him, that ncvei his niastei loisaketh 


WIT 

What say’st thou, Study ? 

STUDY 

My head achetli 
WIT 

Out upon thee, cowaid ^ sjieak, Diligence 
DILIGENCE 

Against Instruction’s mind, I am loth to go hence, 
Yet I will make one, rather than you should lack 
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WIT 

Perhaps we may find them at tins time in bed 
WILL 

So much the lather look you to be sped, 

Care for no more, but once to come within liei, 
And when you have done, then let another win hei 

WIT 

To come within her, child'? what meanest thou by 
that 

WILL 

One mass for a penny, you know what is what ' 
WIT 

Heard you ever such a counsel of such a J ack sprat 
WILL 

Why, sir, do ye think to do any good, 

If } e stand in a corner like Robin Hood '2 
Nay, you must stout it, and face it out with the 
best 

Set on a good countenance, make the most of the 
least, 

Wliosoever slap in, look to your part, 

And while you live, beware of a false heart 

WIT 

Both blame and shame rash boldness doth bleed 
WILL 

You must adventure both spare to speak, spare 
to speed 
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What tell you me of shame 1 it is shame to steal a 
horse 


WIT 

More haste than good speed makes many fare the 
worse 


WILL. 

But he that takes not such time, while he may, 

Shall leap at a whiting, when time is away 

WIT 

But he that leaps, before he look, good son, 

May leap in the mire, and miss when he hath done 
[E7iter Science^ Reason^ and imce 

SCIENCE 

Methink I hear the voice of Will, Wit’s boy 
WIT 

I see her come, her sorrow and my joy, 

My salve and yet my sore, my oomtort and my 
care, 

The causer of my wound, and yet the well of my 
welfare , 

0 happy wight, that have the saint of your request, 

0 hopeless hope, that holdeth me from that which 
likes me best » 

Twixt hope and fear I stand, to mar or else to 
make, 

This day to be reheved quite, or else my death- 
wound to take 


REASON 

Here let us rest awhile, and pause all three 
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EXPEEIENCE 

Dauglitei, sit down, belike this same is he 
WILL 

Be of good cheer, sir , be ruled by me 
Women are best pleased, till they be used homely, 
Look liei 111 the face, and tell your tale stoutly 

WIT 

0 peail of passing puce, sent down from God on 

high, 

The sweetest beauty to entice, that hath been seen 
with eye 

The well of wealth to all, that no man doth annoy 
The key of kingdoms and the seal of evei lasting 
M 

The treasure and the store, whom all good things 
began, 

The nurse of lady Wisdom’s love, the link of man 
and man 

What woids shall me suffice to utter my desire ? 
What heat of talk shall I devise, for to express my 
fire 

1 burn and yet I fieeze, I flame and cool as fast, 

111 hope to win and for to lese, my jiensiveness 

doth last , 

Why should my dull spirit appal my courage so 
0 , salve my sore, or sle me quite, by saying yea or 
no f 

You are the mark at whom I shoot to hit or miss, 
My life it stays on you alone, to you my suit it is, 
A suit ^ not much unmeet with you some grace ^ to 
find, 


^ Old copy, AtnUj/ 


2 Old cop}, giief 
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Dame Natuie's son, my name is Wit, that fancieth 
you by kind, 

And heie I come this day to wait and to attend, 
In hope to have my hoped pit^},^ oi else my litc to 
end 


SCIENCE 

Good cause theie is, \iheiefoie I should embiace, 
This loving heart which you have home to mo, 
And glad I am, that v e be both in place. 

Each one of us each othei’s looks to see 
Youi picture and ;youi person doth agiee, 

Yoiii piincedike poit «ind eke }oui noble face, 
Wheiein so many signs of viitue be 
That I must needs be mo\ ed lu } oiii case 

REASON 

Friend Wit, aie you the man indeed, which vou 
intend'? 2 

Can you be well content, until your life doth end, 
To join and knit most sure with this my daiight(‘i 
heie, 

And unto hei alone youi fix:ed faith to beai 
WIT 

As I am bent to this, so let my suit be sped, 

If I do fail, ten thousand plagues and more light 
on my head * 

EXPERIENCE 

There are, that promise fair, and mean as well, 

As any heart^ can think, or tongue can tell 
Wluch at the first are hot, and kindle m desire, 


^ Prize 


® Pretend 


^ Old copy, heare 
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But in one month or twain quite quenched is the 
fire 

Such IS the tram ^ of youth, whom fancy’s force 
doth lead, 

Whose love is only at the plunge, and cannot long 
j)ioceed 

WIT 

Cl edit my woids, and ye shall find me tiue 
EXPERIENCE 

Suppose you keep not touch, who should this bai 
gain rue ^ 

WIT 

I Will be swoin here solemnl} befoie you both 
EXPERIENCE 

Wlio bieaketh promise, will not stick likewise to 
break Ins oath 


WIT 

I will be bound in all that evei I can make 
EXPERIENCE 

What good wcie that to us, if wo th’ advantage 
take *2 

WIT 

Will neither promise seiie, nor oath, nor bands '2- 
What other assurance will ye ask at my hands 


^ Old copy, trade 


® Bonds 
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WILL 

My master is a gentleman, I tell }oii, and liis 
word, 

I w ould you knew it, shall with his deeds accord 
REASON 

We know not whom to tiust, the world is so ill 


WILL 

Indeed, sir, as j on say, } on may mend, hen } e 
will , 

But in good earnest, madam, speak — off or on'? 
Shall we speed at jour hand, oi shall we he gone 
I love not these delays , say so, if we shall have you, 
If not, say no , and let another ciave joii 


WIT 


Soft and fan, sii boy, jou talk jou wot not vhat 

[Aside 


WILL 


Can you abide to be di iven off v ith this and that, 
Can they ask any moie than good assuiaiice at 
your hands [Astde 

EXPERIENCE 

All IS now too little, son, as the matter stands 


WILL 

If all be too little, both goods and lands, 

I know not what will please you, except Daiby's 
bands ^ 


^ A proverbial expression not found in the collections It 
may signify the hangman’s cord 
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SCIENCE. 

I have an enemy, my fiiend Wit, a mortal foe to 
me , 

And therewithal the greatest plague that can befal 
to thee 

WIT 

Must I fight with him 


REASON 

Can you fight, if need be % 

WILL 

If any such tiling fall, count the chaige to mo, 
Trouble not youiselt 

WIT 

Hold thy peace, elf 


SCIENCE 

Hear out my tale , I have a moital foe, 

That lurketh m the wood heieby, as you come and 
gO; 

This monstrous giant bears a grudge to me and 
mine, 

And will attempt to keep thee back fioni tins 
desire of thine 

The bane of youth, the root of rum and distiess ^ 

Devouiing those that sue to me, Ins name is 
Tediousness 

No sooner he espies the noble Wit begin 


^ Old copy, dmre 
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To stir and xmin itself the love of me to win 

But foitli he steals, and with stiong hands by 
might and mam 

He beats and bufiets down the foice and li\eliness 
of biam 

That done, in dee^i desjoair he drowns him villain- 
ously 

Ten thousand siiitois in a }eai are cast aw a} 
theieby 

Now, if }oui mind be suiely fived so, 

That foi no toil nor cost niy love }oii will loiego, 

Bethink } on w ell, and of tins monstei take good 
heed, 

Then may you have with me the greatei hoxie to 
speed 

Herein use good advice, to make you stiong and 
stout, 

To feud and keej) him off a while, until his lage be 
out 

Then when you feel jouiself w^ell able to prevail. 

Bid you the battle, and that so couiageously assail 

If you can win the field, jnesent me with liis head, 

I ask no nioie, and I loithwith shall be }oui own 
to bed 


WIT 

111 might I tluive, and lack that likes me best, 

If I be not a scourge to lum, that breedeth ^ yoiii 
unrest 

Madam, assure yourself, he lives not in the land, 

With whom I would not in your cause encounter 
hand to hand 

And as for Tediousness that wretch, your common 
foe. 


1 Old copj, breeds 
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Let me alone, we tw^am shall cope, befoie I sleep, 
I trow 

WILL 

Lustily spoken, let me claw thee Ly the Lick 
How say ;yoii now, sii, lieie aie tliice against 
twain ' 

STUDY 

C4o, that go list, I will at home leniain, 

I have more need to take a nap in my bed 

WILL 

Do so, and, hear you, couch a cod’s-head ^ {.iside 
INSTEUCTION 

AVell, since it will none otherwise liame, 

Let us twain. Study, return^ fiom -whence -wo 
came 

STUDY 


Agieed [Eut 

WIT 

And let us three bestir ourselves like men , 
Unlikely things aie bi ought to pass by couiage 
now and then 

My Will, be always piest, and rotady at an inch. 

To save thyself, to succoui me, to help at every 
pinch 

Both twain on either side assault lum, if ye can, 
And you shall see me in the middes, how I will 
play the man 


^ Old copy, md^uwn 
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Tins IS the deadly den, as fax as I perceive, 

Appioach ve iieai, and -valiantly let us the onset 
give 

Come toith, thou monster fell, in diovsy daikness 
hid, 

Foi here is Wit, Dame Natuie's son, that doth 
thee battle bid 


ACT IV , SC^NA 2 

TEDIOUSISESS, WIT, WILL, BILIGENC F 
TEDIOUSNESS 

What piincox ha^e we heie, that dares me to 
assail *2 

Alas, pool boy, and weenest thou against me to 
pievail ? 

Full small was he thy fiiend, whoever sent tliee 
hithei, 

For I must diive thee back with shame, oi sla} 
thee altogethei 

WIl 

Great boast, small roast I van ant thee, do thy 
best, 

Thy head must seive my turn tins day to set m3, 
heart at rest 


WILL 

And I must have a leg of thee, if I can catch it 
TEDIOUSNESS 

First I must quite this brain of thine, if I can reach 
it strike at Will 
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WIT 

Well sliiffeed, Will , now have at thee, su knave 
TEDIOITSNESS 

These fiiscols shall not serve your turn for all } our 
vaunts so brave , 

Ho, ho ’ did I not tell thee thou cani'st to tli} 
pain * 

DILIGENCE 

Help, help, help, our master is slam 
WILL 

Help, help, help, &c 

TEDIOtJSNESS 

Where are these lusty bloods, that make then 
match with m6 1 

Here lies a pattern for them all, to look at and to see 

To teach them to conspire against mylorce and 
might , 

To promise, foi their woman’s love, to vanquish 
me m hght 

Now let them go and ciake, how wisely they have 
sped, 

Such IS the end of those, that seek this curious 
dame to wed [Exit Ted 


ACT IV, SO^NA 3 

WILL, KECREATION, WIT 
WILL 

Eub and chafe him 

For God’s love, haste , see, lo, where he doth he 
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RECREATION 
He IS not cold, I warrant him, I 
Sing 

Give a leg^ qive an aun^ aribe^ anse 
Hold up ^ thy heady lift us thy eyeSy 

1 A ley to stand upi ight 

2 An aim topjht amaiUy 

1 The head to hold thy hrains zu plight y 

2 The eyes to looL again 
Aivahey ye di owned pioivei s 
Ye spi iteSy joi didl ivdh toil 
Jlesign to me this caie of youiSy 
And fiom dead sleep lecoil 

Thinh not upon youi loathsome lucly 
But aitse, and dance iviih us a-plucl 

[Both si7\gy Give a legy as zs hefoie 
2 What, though thou hast not hit^ 

The top oj thy desiie. 

Time IS not so fa) sj^ent as yet 
To cause thee to leHte 
Aizse, and ease thyself of pain. 

And male thee sUoiig to fight again 

Sing both 

Let not thy foes i ejozee ^ 

Let not thy friends lament^ 

Let not thy ladfs rueful voice 
In sohs and sighs he spent , 

Thy faith u plight, forget it not, 

Tivioit her and thee to hut the hiot 

Sing 

Give a leg, ihc 

This IS no deadly wound 

It may he cured well 


^ Old cop}, hy 
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See Im e what 2>^^ysic we have jo\ind 
Thy son owi^ to expel 

\Wit lifting Imiiself up, sitting on the g'iound 
The way ts plain, the onarl is fair, 

Lodge not thyself in deep despaii 

WIT ^ 

What noise is this, that nngeth in iny eais, 

Her noise that grieveth my mishap with teaas % 

Ah, my mishap, my desperate mishap, 

On 2 whom ill-tortune poiireth down all mishap at 
a clap, 

"What shall become of me, where shall I hide my 
head? 

0, what a death is it to hve for him that would he 
dead 

But since it chanceth so, whatever wight thou be, 
That findeth me heie in heavy plight, go, tell her 
this fiom me 

Causeless I perish here, and cause to curse I have 
The time that erst I lived to love, and now must 
die her slave, 

The match was over-much for me, she undei stood, 
Alas, why hath she this delight to lap in guiltless 
blood 2 

How did I give her cause to show me this despite. 
To match me where she wist full well I should be 
slam m fight 

But go, and tell her plain, although too late for me, 
Accursed he the time and hour, which first I did 
hei see 

Accursed he the wight, that will’d me first thereto, 
And cursed he they aU at once, that had therewith 
to do 

1 Old copy, Will 
VOL II 


2 Old copy, In 
2 A 
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Now get thee hence in haste, and sniltn me to die 

Whom SCO] iiful chance and Icbb lo^ e ha\ c slain 
most tiaitoiously 

RECRE VTION 

0 nohle Wit, the niuacle of God and eke of Natuie 

Why ciUbest thou th^selt and e\ ei) other cieatixie 

What cautoeth thee tlmie mnoctnt deal lady to 
accuse 

Who 'ixould lament it nioie than she to lieai this 
wotul news 

"WliT 'Wilt thou die, ^vheieas thou inayst be suie of 
health 

Wheiea^ thou seest a plain pathway to ■noiship 
and to "^vealth 

Not e^ eiy toil doth make a fall, noi eveiy soil doth 
slay , 

Comfoit thyself be sure thy luck will mend fiom 
day to day 

WILL 

These gentlewomen of good skill aie ^ come to make 
you sound, * 

They know wliith way to salve your sore, and how 
to cuie youi wound 

Good sir, be ruled by hei then, and iduck ;^oui 
spirit to you 

There is no doubt, but you shall find youi losing 
lady tiue 

WIT 

Ah, Will, art thou alive that doth my heait some 
ease, 


^ Old copy, This gentle news of good Will ai e The gentle 
women referred to are B^cieation and Idleness 
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The sight of thee, sweet hoy, my soiiows doth 
appease 

How hast thou 'scaji'd u liat fortune thee befel ^ 


WILL 

It ^\as no tiustmg to my hands, 1113 heels did seive 
me well, 

I ran with open mouth to ciy foi help amain, 

And, as good fortmie would, I hit upon these twain 

WIT 

I thank both thee and them , what will ye ha^e 
me do'Z 

KECUEATION 

To rise and dance a little space with us two 


WIT 


What then ? 


REOKEATION 

That done, repair again to Study and Instiuction, 
Take bettei hold by then advice, your foe to set 
upon 

WIT 

Can any recompense lecover this my fall ^ 


KECREATION 

My life to yours, it may be mended all 


WIT 

Speak, Will 

WILL 

I have no doubt, sm, it shall he, as you would wish 
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wir 

But yet this repulse of mine they will lay m my 
dish 

RECREATION 

No man shall let them know tlicroof, unless ^oiii 
self do it 

WIi 

On that condition, a God’s name, fall we to it 
WILL 

Nay, stand \^e to it, and let us fall no more 
WIT 

Will dancing serve, and I will dance, until my 
bones be sore, 

Pipe us up a galliard, minstrel, to begin 

[Let Will call foi dances, one afte) anotliei 

WILL 

Come, damsel, in good faith, and let mo have 
you in, 

Let him piactise m dancing all things to make 
himself breathless ^ 

RECREATION 

Enough at once, now leave, and let us part 
WIT 

This exercise hath done me good, even to the very 
heart 

Let us be bold with you more acquamtance to take, 


1 A line seems to have dropped out here 
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And dance a round yefc once moie foi my sake, 
Enough IS enough , faiewell, and at youi need 
Use my acquaintance, if it may stand you in stead 
Right woithy damsels both, I know you seek no 
gams 

In recompense of tins desert yoiii undeser\ed 
pains 

But look what other thing my service may devise. 
To show my thankful heart in any enterprise 
Be ye as bold theiewith, as I am bold on you, 

And thus with hearty thanks I take my leave as 
now 

EECEEATION 

Faiewell, friend "VVit, and since you are lelieved, 
Think not upon your foil, whereat you were so 
griev’d, 

But take your heart to you, and give attempt once 
more 

I wariant you to speed much better than before 

{Exeunt 


ACT IV, SC^NA 4, 

WIT, WILL, IDLENESS, IGNOEANCE. 

WIT 

One dance for thee and me , my boy, come on 
WILL 

Dance you, sir, if you please, and I will look upon 
WIT, 

This gear doth make me sweat, and breathe apace 
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IDLENB&S 

Siij ease your^^^clf awhile ^ hcie ib a lesting-^ilace 
vriT 

HoniCj Will, and make my he J, foi I "w ill takc‘ a 
iiaj) 

IGNORANCE 

Buie, and it please jour masteiship, lieie m iiij 
dame’s lap 


IDLENESS Singctli 

Come, come, he dotvn, and iliott, &halt see, 

None hie to me to eute) tain 

Thy hones and thee 02:>2n eased %vith2xan 

Come, come, and ease thee in my la 2 '>, 

And if it please thee, tale a 
A nap, that shall delicjht thee so. 

That fancies cdl will thee foieqo 
By musing still, what canst thou find, 

But loants of unll and i tsiltss mind ? 

A mind that mais and manqles all, 

And heedeth jais to wort thy Jail t 
Gome, gentle Wit, I thee leqime, 

And thou shall hit thy chief desire 
Thy chief de&ii e, thy hoped prey. 

Fust ease thee here, and then atmy 

WIT 

\Falls down into her lap 
My bones are stiff, and I am wearied sore, 

And still me-think I faint and feeble more and 
more. 

Wake me again m tune, for I have things to do, 
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And as }mi v^ill me lui mine ease, I do <ibsc nt 
tlieieto 


IDLENESS [Lulls him 

'Wekonus ^Mtli all my lieait sn boy, hold heio 
tins 1 uij 

And soitlj cool liib face , sh'cp soundly, gentleman 
Tins chai is c]iai’<P i^ell no\y, Ignoiaiito, my son, 
Thou seest all thib, how teatly - it is clone , 

But ot'st thou why ^ 

IGNORANCE 

Nay, biimfay,^ mothei, not I 
Well, I wot Tis a gay worched trick and turn 
Chould rejouce my heart to chance coots ^ with 
him 


IDLENESS 

Dost thou remembei how many I have seivecl in 
the like sort ? 


IGNORANCE 

It doth my heart good to think on this spoit 
IDLENESS 

Wilt thou see tins propei fellow served so 


^ ze. That business is despatched SeeHnzlitt’s *‘Pro 
verbs,” 1869, p 3j2 
^ Old copy, fitly 

3 Bj" my faith 

4 ^ e , “ It would rejoice my heart to change coats with 
him ’’ 
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IGNORANCE 

Chould gne h\ay pence to see it and tway pence 
mo 

IBLLNLbS 

Come off, then, let me see thee m lus doublet and 
Ill's ^ hofec 

IGNORANCE 

You shall see a tall fellow, mother, I suppose 
IDLENESS 

Help off w ith this sleeve softly for feai of waking, 
We shall lea\e the gentleman in a pietty taking 
Give me thy coat, hold this in thy hand 
This fellow vould be manied to Science, I undei- 
stand 

But, eie we lea^ve him, tell me another tale ^ 

Now let us make him look somewhat stale 
Theie he, and theie lie the proveib is veiified, 

I am neithei idle, noi yet well-occupied 

IGNORANCE 

Mother, must I have his coat*^ now, inothei, I 
must 

Chalt be a lively lad with hey tisty-tust 
IDLENESS 

Sleep sound, and have no caie to occupy thy head, 
As near unto thy body now, as if thou liad'st been 
dead 

For Idleness hath won, and wholly thee possess’d, 
And utterly disabled thee from having thy lecjuest 


1 Old copy, thj-^thy , but Ignorance is to change clothes 
with Wit, while the latter sleeps in the lap of Idleness 
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Come on with me, my son, let us go couch again, 
And let this lusty lufflmg Wit heic like a fool le- 
mam \EMunt 


ACT V, SCJSNA 1 

WIT, SCIENCE, REASON 
WIT 

Up and to go, why sleep I here so sound ? 

How falls it out that I am left upon the naked 
ground ? 

God grant that all be well, whilst I lay di earning 
here 

Me-thinks all is not as it was, noi as I w ould it 
were 

And yet I wot not why, but so my fancies gives me, 

That some one thing oi other in my tire ^ that 
grieves me, 

They are but fancies, let them go to Science now 
will I , 

My suit and business yet once again to laboui and 
apply 

\Entet Science and lleami 
SCIENCE 

What is become, trow ye, of Wit, oiii spouse that 
would be 


REASON 

Daughter, I feai all is not as it should be 


1 Old copy, IS my tryer He has indistinct misgivings 
that his clothes are not all right 
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WIT. 

Yes, yes, have ye no doubt, all is and shall be 
well. 

REASON. 

^Miat one art thou ? thereof how canst thou tell ? 
WIT. 

Eeason, most noble sir, and you, my lady dear : 
How have you done in all tlois time, since first I 
saw you liere 1 


SCIENCE. 

The fool is mad, I ween j stand back, and touch 
me not. 

WIT. 

You speak not as you think, or have you me forgot? 


SCIENCE. 

I never saw thee in my life until this time, I wot ; 
Thou art some mad-brain or some fool, or some 
disguised sot.^ 

WIT. 

God's fish-hooks and know you not me? 
SCIENCE. 

I had been well at ease indeed to be acquainted 
with thee ! 


1 Old copy, scot. 


Old copy, jish’-lLosts, 
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WIT. 

Hop lialiday ! ^ marry, tliis is pretty clieer, 

I liixve lost myself, I cannot tell where 1 
An old-said saw it is, and too true, I find, 

Soon hot, soon cold : out of sight, out of mind. 
What, madam, what moancth thixS sudden change ? 
What means this scornful look, this countenance so 
strange ? 

Is it 2 your fasliioii so to use your lovers at the 
first : 

Or have all women this delight to scold and to be 
curs’d ? 

EEASON. 

Good fellow, whence** art thou ? what is thy name ? 
WIT. 

1 ween ye are disposed to make at me some game. 

I am the son of lady Nature ; my name is Wit. 

REASON. 

Thou shalt say so long enough, ere we believe it. 
SCIENCE. 

Thou Wit 1 nay, thou art some mad-hrain out of 
thy wit. 

WIT. 

Unto yourselves this trial I remit. 

Look on me better, and mark my person welL 


1 A colloquialism, of which the exact import must be 
matter of guess. Old copy, fiojpe haliday, Eerhaps a cor- 
ruptioa of upon my hcdiday, 

3 Old copy. It is* 
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&CIE^CE 

Thy look is like to one, that came out of hell 


REASON 

If thou be Wit, let see, what tokens thou can&t 
tell 

How earnest thou fiist acquainted here? what said 
we** 

How did we like thy suit, what entertainment 
made we 

WIT 


What tokens ? 


SCIENCE 

Yea, what tokens ^ speak, and let us know 
WIT 

Tokens good store I can reheaise a-iow^ 

First, as I was advised by my mother Natiue, 

My lackey Will pieseiited you wnth my pictiue 

SCIENCE 

Stay there, now look, how these two faces agree ’ 
WIT 

This IS the very same that you received from me 
SCIENCE 

From thee ? why look, they are no more like, 
Than chalk to cheese, than black to white 
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EEiSON 

To put thee out of doubt, if thou think wo say not 
tiue, 

It were good for thee in a ghi'^s thy tace to mow 
%vtr 

Well-remembered, and a gla^^s I lia\ e indeed, 
Which glass you gave me to use at need 

heason 

Hast thou the glass, which I to Wit did give 
WIT 

I have it m my purse, and "will keep it, while I live 
KEASON 

This makes ^ me muse how should he come 
thereby ? 

WIT 

Sir, muse no moie, for it is even I, 

To whom you gave the glass, and here it is 

EEASON 

We are content thou try tliy case by this 
WIT 

[Zoolm^ %rb the glass 
Either my glass is wonderfully spotted, 

Or else my face is wonderfully blotted 

Tins is not my coat ^ why, where had I this weed 


^ Old copy, These mm Is, 
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By the mass, I look like a veiy fool indeed 

0 hips ot haps, 0 iiietul chance to me ’ 

0 Idleness, i^oe-ivoith the time, that I iias luled 
hy tliec * 

Why did I lay my head iiithin thy lap to lest ? 

Why was I not adiis'd hy hei, that i^ish'd and 
will’d ^ me best ? 

0 ten tunes treble ^ blessed oughts, hose coips 
in giave do lie 

That aie not diiven to behold these retched cares 
which I ^ f 

On me fiuies alb on me, have pomed out 
your spite, 

Come now and slay me at the last, and rid m} 
SOI lows quite 

What coast shall me recene'^ i\heie shall I sho’w 
my head *2 

The woild •will say tins same is he that, if he list, 
had sped 

This same is he, that took an enteipiise in hand. 

This same is he that scaice one blow his enemy 
did ithstand 

This same is ho, that fought and ftdl in open field 

This same is he that in the song ot Idleness did 
yield 

This same is he that was m way to win the game 

To join himself wheieby he should have won im- 
mortal fame , 

And now is -wrapp’d m -woe, and buried m despaii 

0 happy case foi thee, if death would iid thee quite 
ot care ’ 


^ Old copy, mil 
® Old copy, t'iolh 

® Old copy, die The same appears to be, That are not 
driven to behold those tv retched caies, which I am dmen, 
&c ’’ 

^ Old copj, your 
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ACT V, {SC.EXA J 

SliVAIE, HEVSON, SCILNCE, AMI 


Shame 


EL VSON 


&HAAIE 

Who calk for Shame ^ 


EEASON 

Heie IS a meicliant^^ Shame, for thee to tame 
SHAME 

A shame come to you all, for I am almost lame 
With trudging uj) and doAra to them that lose their 
game 

REASON 

And heic is one, whom thou must lightly blame, 
That hath prefeii’d his folly to his fame 

SHAME 

Who this good felloAv ? AYhat call you his name 
RE ISON 

Wit, that on wooing to lady Science came 


^ Fellow The woid is fiequentlj used, as Me now use 
the word chap, which is m fact the same, being an abbie\u- 
tion of chapmian 
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SH4TVIE 

Come aloft, chilJ, let me see, Avliat fiiscols you can 

fet,i 

REASON 

[If] lie hatli deserved it, let him be well-bet 
WIT 

0, spaie me with the whip, and sle me with thy 
knife 

Ten thousand times moie dear to me were present 
death than life 


SHAME 

Xay, nay, my ft lend, thou shalt not die as }et 


REASON 

llemembei m what case dame Nature left thee, 
Wit, 

And how thou hast abus’d the same — 

Thou hast deceived <dl our hope, as all the woild 
may see 

sn \ME 


Come to it ’ — 


A shame 
REASON 


Remember, what fair words and promises thou 
diddest make, 

That for my daughter’s love no pains thou w^ouldest 
forsake 

Remember m what soit we had a caie of thee 


1 Fet (oT feat) seems to be here employed in the sense of 
play or perform Fi tscols has occurred before in this plaj 
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Thou hast deceived all our hope, as all the M'orld 
may see. 


SHAME. 


A shame come to it. 


REASON. 

Remember, how Instruction should have been fol- 
lowed still, 

And how thou wouldest be ruled by none but by 

wm. 

How Idleness hath crept, and reigneth in thy breast, 
How Ignorance her son hath wholly thee possess’d. 

SHAME. 


A shame come to it.‘ 


WIT. 

0 woful wretch, to whom shall I complain ? 

'SVliat salve may serve to salve my sore, or to 
redress my pain ? 

REASON. 

Nay, I can tell thee more : remember, how 

Thou was subdued of Tediousness right now. 

Remember with what crakes thou went unto his 
den, 

Against the good advice and counsel of thy men, 

What Recreation did for thee in these thy rueful 
haps, 

And how the second time thou fell into the lap.^ 


^ So old copy; but perhaps we ought to read this hop in 
the line preceding. 
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SHAME 

A shame come to thee ^ 

WIT 

0, let me breathe a while, and hold thy heavy hand, 

My grievous faults with Shame enough I undei stand 

Take ruth and pity on my 2 :)lamt, or else I am 
forlorn , 

Let not the world continue thus in laughing me to 
scorn 

Madam, if I be he, to whom you once were bent, 

With whom to spend your time sometime you weie 
content 

If any hope be left, if any recompense 

Be able to recover this foiepassed negligence, 

0, help me now poor wretch in this most heavy 
plight. 

And furmsh me yet once again with Tediousness 
to fight 


SCIENCE 

Fathei, be good to these young tendei years, 

See, how he doth bewail his folly past with tears ' 

REASON 

Hold, slave, take thou his coat for thy labour, 

We are content, at hei request, tp take you to our 
favour 

Dome m, and dwell with us, till time shall serve 
And from Instruction's] rule look that thou nevei 
swerve 

Within we shall piovide to set you up once more, 
This scourge hath taught you, what default was in 
you heretofore 
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ACT V, SC^NA 3 

WILL 

Once in my life I have an odd half-hour to spare, 
To ease myself of all my travail and my cai e 
I stood not still so long this twenty days, I ween, 
But ever more sent foith on messages I have been 
Such trudging and such toil, by the mass, was 
never seen , 

My body is worn out, and spent with labour clean 
And this it is that makes me look so lean 
That lets my growth, and makes me seem a squall , ^ 
What then, although my stature be not tall, 

Yet I am as proper as you, so neat and cleanly, 
And have my joints at commandment full of 
activity 

What should a servant do with all this flesh and 
bones, 

That makes them run with leaden heels, and stir 
themself like stones ^ 

Give me a proper squire much aftei my pitch, 

And mark how he from place to place will squich , - 
Fair or foul, thick or thm, miie or dusty, 

Cloud or ram, light or dark, clear or misty 
Eide or run, to oi fro, bad or good 
A neat little fellow on his business will scud 
These great lubbers ® are neither active nor wise, 
That feed till they sleep, and sleep out their eyes 
So heavy, so dull, so untoward in their doing, 


^ See HalUvelTs Diet in v 

s Squich, a word of most uncommon occurrence and of 
dubious meaning From the immediate context we should 
infer that it signified move UghtLy and quickly 
^ Old copy, lahores 
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That it IS a good sight to see them leave working 
But all this while, while I stand prating here, 

I see not my master , I left him snorting here 

[Exit 


ACT V , SO JENA 4 

SCIENCE, WIT, WILL , [to thein\ INSTRUCTION, 
STUDY, DILIGENCE, TEDIOUSNESS 

SCIENCE 

Mine own dear Wit, the hope of mine avail, 

My care, my comfort, my treasure and my trust. 
Take heart of grace our enemy to assail, 

Lay up these things, which you have heard dis- 
cuss’d , 

So doing, undoubtingly you cannot fail 
To win the field, to ’scape all these unhappy 
shewers , ^ 

To glad your friends, to cause your foes to wail , 
To match with us, and then the gam is yours 
Here in this closet ourself will sit and see 
Your manly feats and your success in fight 
Strike home courageously for you and me , 

Learn where and how to fend, and how to snnte 
In any wise, he ruled by these thiee , 

They shall direct both you and Will aright 
Farewell, and let oui lo^ung comisel be 
At every hand before you m your fight 

WIT 

Here m my sight, good madam, sit and view 
That, when I list, I may look upon you 
This face, this noble face, this lively hue, 


^ Querj^ examples. 



WIT AND SCIENCE 


389 


Shall haiden me, shall make our enemy rue 
0 faithful mates, that haye this care of me, 

How shall I ever recompense your pains with gold 
01 fee 

Come now, and, as you please, enjoin me how to 
do it, 

And you shall see me prest and serviceable to it 
WILL 

Why, master, whither [a]way‘2 what haste *2 am I 
no body *2 

INSTKDCTION 

WTiat, Will, we may not miss thee for no money 
WIT 

Welcome, good Will, and do as thou ait bid , 

This day or never must Tediousness be rid 

WILL 

God speed us well, I will make one at all assays 
INSTRUCTION 

Thou shalt watch to take him at certain bays. 

Come not in the throng, but save thyselt always 
You twain on either side first with your sword and 
buckler , 

After the first conflict, fight with your sword and 
daggers , 

You, sir, with a javelin and your target m your 
hand, 

See how ye can his deadly strokes withstand 
Keep at the fom , ^ come not within his reach. 


^ Push, z e , do not close 
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Until yon see, what good advantage you may catch 
Then hardily leave him not, till time you strike him 
dead, 

And, of all other parts, especially save your head 
WIT 

Is this all, for I would fain have done *2 
WILL 

I would we were at it, I care not how soon 
INSTRUCTION 

Now, when ye please , I have no more to tell, 

But heartily to pray for you, and wish you well 

WIT 

I thank you ^ go thou, and bid the battle, Will 
WILL 

Come out, thou monster fell, that hast desire to spill 
The knot and linked love of Science and of Wit, 
Come, try the quarrel in the field, and fight with 
us a fit 


ACT V, SCAENA 5 

TEDIOUSNBSS, WIT, WILL, INSTRUCTION, STUDY, 
DILIGENCK 

TEDIOUSNESS 

A doughty dust ^ these four boys will do 
I will eat them by morsels, two and two > 


^ Old copy, dmte (dirt) We still say, to rmhe a dust 
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Thou figlitest for a vnfe > a rod, a rod ^ 

Had I wist this, I would have laid on load, 

And beat thy brain and this my club together, 
And made thee safe enough foi returning hithei 

WILL 

A foul whoreson * what a sturdy thief it is ’ 

But we will pelt thee, knave, until for woe thou 
piss 

TEDIODSNESS 
Let me come to that elf 

WIT 

Nay, nay, thou shalt have work enough to save 
thyself [Fight 

INSTKirCTION 

Take breath, and change your weapons , play the 
men 

TEDIOUSNESS 

Somewhat it was that made thee come again 
Thou stickest somewhat bettei to thy tackling, 1 
see, 

But what, no force , ye are but Jack-Sprat to me 
WIT 

Have hold, here is a morsel for thee to eat 
STUDY, INSTRUCTION 

Here is a pelt to make your knave’s heart fret 
DILIGENCE 

There is a blow able to fell a hog 
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WIT 

And here is a foin behind for a mad dog i 

\Lel Will t) ip you ^ down 
Hold, hold, hold, the lubber is down f 

TEDIOUSNESS 

Ot 

WILL , 

Strike off his head, while I hold him by the crown 
WIT 

Thou monstrous wretch, thou mortal foe to me and 
mine. 

Which evermore at my good luck and fortune 
did’st repine, 

Take here thy just desert and payment for thy hire 
Thy head this day shall me prefer unto my hearths 
desire 


INSTRUCTION 

0 noble Wit, the praise, the game is thme 
STUDY 

Hove up his head upon your spear, lo, here a joy- 
ful sign • 

DILIGENCE 

0 valiant knight, 0 conquest full of praise f 
WILL 

0 bliss ^ of God to see these happy days f 


^ A direction to Tedioumimj that he is to be tripped up 
by WiU 

® Old copy, lUst 
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WIT 

You, you, my faithful squires, deserve no less, 

Whose tried trust, well-known to me in my distress 

And certain hope of your fix’d faith and fest good- 
will. 

Made me attempt this famous fact, most needful to 
tulfil 

To you I peld great thanks, to me redounds the 
gam, 

Now home apace, and ring it out, that Tediousness 
IS slam 

Say all at once. Tediousness %s slam 


ACT V, SC^NA 6 

SCIENCE, WIT 
SCIENCE 

I hear and see the joyfiil news, wherein I take 
delight. 

That Tediousness, our mortal foe, is overcome in 
fight 

I see the sign of victoiy, the sign of manhness 

The heap ol happy haps the joy that tongue can- 
not express 

Our ^ welcome fame from day to day foi ever shall 
arise 


WIT 

Avaunt, ye gnping cares, and lodge no moie in me, 
For you have lost, and I have won contmual joys 
and fee 


^ Old copy, 0 
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Now let me freely touch, and freely you embrace, 
And let my fi lends with open mouth proclaim my 
bhssful case 

SCIENCE 

The world shall know, doubt not, and shall blow 
out youi fame, 

Then true leport shall send abroad your everlasting 
name 

Now let our paionts dear be certified of this, 

So that our marriage may forthwith proceed, as 
meet it is 

Gome after me, all five, and I will lead you m 
WIT 

My pain is pass’d, my gladness to begin, 

My task is done, my heart is set at rest , 

My foe subdued, my lady’s love possess’d 
I thank my friends, whose help I had ^ at need. 
And thus you see, how Wit and Science are agreed, 
We twain hencelorth one soul m bodies twain 
must dwell 

Eejoice, I pray you all with me, my friends, and 
fare ye well 




